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FOREWORD 


HE lessons of this quarter continue and conclude our study 
in Hebrew history. It is a study of the period known as 
“The Exile and the Restoration.” The last quarter closed 
with the destruction of Jerusalem in 587 B.c. Continu- 
ing our study from that point we follow the fortunes of 
the Jews in their Babylonian Captivity and their return 
again to their desolate city and ruined Temple, which they 
rebuilt and dedicated to the glory of God. 

It will be our pleasure and our profit to keep company, with great heroes of 
faith, men like Ezekiel, Daniel, Ezra, and Nehemiah, and with Queen Esther, the 
immortal heroine. 

Learn well the lessons of this important period with which the Old Testament 
closes, so that when the last quarter for 1922 begins, we will be prepared to step 
across the silent years between the Old Testament and the New, and begin the study 
of the life of Christ in which all the history of the Old Testament is fulfilled. 


Yours very sincerely, 
KE. ugh eee 


The quotations from the American Standard Edition of the Revised Bible, as printed in this Quarterly, are copy- 
_ righted, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons, and are used by permission. 
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Lesson I 


July 2, 1922 


EZEKIEL, THE WATCHMAN OF ISRAEL 
THE GOLDEN TEXT—“Seek ye Jehovah while he may be found; call ye upon him while he is 


near: let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
unto Jehovah, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he 


pardon.”—Isa. 55: 6, 7. 


and let him return 
will abundantly 


TEXT OF LESSON, Ezek. 2:1-6; 3:17-21 
For entire lesson, see Ezek., chs. 2, 3 


COMMON VERSION 


Ch. 2: 1 And he said unto me, Son of man, stand 
upon thy feet, and I will speak unto thee. 

2 And the spirit entered into me when he spake 
unto me, and set me upon my feet, that I heard 
him that spake unto me. 

3 And he said unto me, Son of man, I send thee 
to the children of Is’ra-el, to a rebellious nation 
that hath rebelled against me: they and their 
fathers have transgressed against me, even unto 
this very day. 

4. For they are impudent children and _ stiff- 
hearted. I do send thee unto them; and thou 
shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord Gop. 

5 And they, whether they will hear, or whether 
they will forbear, (for they are a rebellious house, ) 
yet shall know that there hath been a prophet 
among them. 

6 { And thou, son of man, be not afraid of them, 
neither be afraid of their words, though briers 
and thorns be with thee, and thou dost dwell among 
scorpions: be not afraid of their words, nor be 
dismayed at their looks, though they be a rebellious 
house. 

* * * * * 

Ch. 3:17 Son of man, I have made thee a watch- 
man unto the house of Is’ra-el: therefore hear the 
word at my mouth, and give them warning from me. 

18 When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt 
surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor 
speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, 
to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in 
his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine 
hand. 

19 Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not 
from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he 
shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered 
thy soul. 

20 Again, When a righteous man doth turn from 
his righteousness, and commit iniquity, and I lay a 
stumblingblock before him, he shall die: because 
thou hast not given him warning, he shall die in 
his sin, and his righteousness which he hath done 
shall not be remembered; but his blood will I 
require at thine hand. 
~ 21 Nevertheless if thou warn the righteous man, 
that the righteous sin not, and he doth not sin, he 
shall surely live, because he is warned; also thou 
hast delivered thy soul. 


The Time—592 B.C. 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 


Ch. 2:1 And he said unto me, Son of man, 
stand upon thy feet, and I will speak with thee. 2 
And the spirit entered into me when he spake 
unto me, and set me upon my feet; and I heard 
him that spake unto me. 3 And he said unto me, 
Son of man, I send thee to the children of Israel, 
to nations that are rebellious, which have rebelled 
against me: they and their fathers have trans- 
gressed against me even unto this very day. 4 And 
the children are impudent and stiffhearted: I do 
send thee unto them; and thou shalt say unto 
them, Thus saith the Lord Jehovah. 5 And they, 
whether they will hear, or whether they will for- 
bear, (for they are a rebellious house,) yet shall 
know that there hath been a prophet among them. 
6 And thou, son of man, be not afraid of them, 
neither be afraid of their words, though briers 
and thorns are with thee, and thou dost dwell 
among scorpions: be not afraid of their words, 
nor be dismayed at their looks, though they are a 
rebellious house. 

* * * * * 


Ch. 3:17 Son of man, I have made thee a watch- 
man unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the 
word at my mouth, and give them warning from 
me. 18 When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt 
surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor 
speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, 
to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in 
his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thy 
hand. 19 Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn 
not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, 
he shall die in his iniquity, but thou hast delivered 
thy soul. 20 Again, when a righteous man doth 
turn from his righteousness, and commit iniquity, 
and I lay a stumblingblock before him, he shall 
die: because thou hast not given him warning, he 
shall die in his sin, and his righteous deeds which 
he hath done shall not be remembered; but his 
blood will I require at thy hand. 21 Nevertheless 
if thou warn the righteous man, that the righteous 
sin not, and he doth not sin, he shall surely live, — 
because he took warning; and thou hast delivered 
thy soul. 


The Place—Babylon. 


Lesson I Ezekiel, the Watchman of Israel July 2, 1922 
DAILY HOME READINGS 

DATE | TITLE REFERENCE 
POI A ye Ute Oa Rice ori eeies Pe teil zekiel’s Commission ......0..20veeceeeeers Ezek., ch. 2. 
SLICED ok, CREP I gi" a Ro yc ge oe Kizekiel, the Watchman of Israel............ Ezek. 3: 16-21. 
BL GUNS Aer MNES IS Miia Chiid < Sag ld Peele ms WV ateninen-on the bowers cou askvasias > inch «ane lance 1 5-12. 
DUPE ayy ed UNC L20 bene he knee tains ere AB) PETER Dag 8: oe ay 0 Pee OL Roe aN Bd a Isa. 55°: 1-7: 
BRT a A eG” Ul, cts «tutta. adie 60h ¥ cides = oH yn VY SCCHING 407) LG EINE va ctr yess «eee eae orale Luke 12 : 35-40. 
SETS WIE eA ge ap len a pene i a AVY GUCNIUr GtTOi tee cre kya he cme Rev. 3: 1-6. 
Ey ed ULYice ee feelers oe ea ee ee Ye Wravehi hig? Cryer OAT Sits Ome cite haat One Psalm 121. 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 


Ch. 2: 1. Son of man. This term occurs nearly 
one hundred times in Ezekiel. 
prophet of his weakness and his sinful humanity. 

_ 3. Nations. The reference is to both Judah and 
Israel. 

Ch. 3:17. Watchman. Ezekiel was both a pro- 
phet and a priest. He was a preacher but also a 
pastor, a shepherd who watched over his people. 

18. His blood. The responsibility for the safety 
and security of his people rested upon the prophet, 
the watchman of the nat-on. 

20. A stumblingblock. God does not cause the 
righteous to fall but all temptations and trials are 
under his control. 


LOOKING FORWARD 


This lesson introduces us to the study of a 
new quarter. During the first quarter we studied 
the history of Israel, the Northern Kingdom. The 
second quarter covered the history of Judah, 
the Southern Kingdom. This quarter completes the 
story of the history of the Hebrew people as out- 
lined in the Old Testament. It includes the story 
of the Exile in Babylon, and the Restoration of 
the Jews to their own country. In the first quarter 

we studied the lives and work of Elijah, Elisha, and 

Amos, prophets of Israel. In the second quarter 
the messages of Isaiah and Jeremiah to Judah were 
studied, and in this concluding course in Hebrew 
history we will be introduced to Ezekiel, Daniel, 
Malachi, prophets of the Exile and the Restora- 
tion, and to other names prominent in the history 
of that age. Our first lesson is about the prophet 
Ezekiel. 


THE BACKGROUND OF THE LESSON 


When Ezekiel was born the great religious re- 
formation begun by King Josiah was well under 
way. The hopes held out by Josiah, however, did 
not last long. For two hundred years, Assyria had 
held sway over the world. It had caused the down- 
fall of Israel and had threatened Judah in the 
days of Hezekiah. Assyria, however, was opposed 
by both Egypt and Babylon. In 608 B.c. Egypt 
prepared to attack Assyria. Josiah seems to have 
regarded himself a vassal of the Assyrian king, 
bound to give military aid. He gave battle to 
Necho at Megiddo, and was slain there. Judah 
became a tribute state of Egypt. Pharaoh took 
_ prisoner Jehoahaz, the son of Josiah, and made 
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his brother Eliakim king in his stead, changing his 
name to Jeho!akim. In 605 B.c. Egypt fell before 
Babylon in the battle of Carchemish. Nebuchad- 
nezzar, King of Babylon, allowed Jehoiakim to 
remain on the throne at Jerusalem, but he proved 
traitor to Babylon and was slain in the eleventh 
year of his reign. His son Jehoiachin succeeded 
him, but after a reign of three months Nebuchad- 
nezzar in 597 carried him off to Babylon with 
his family, his treasures, and ten thousand of the 
best people of Jerusalem. Among these prisoners 
was Ezekiel, a young priest and the coming prophet 
of God. The rest of the people of Judah, with the 
exception of the poorest, were carried off in 587, 
when Jerusalem was burned and King Zedekiah 
captured, 


THE PROPHET EZEKIEL 


Ezekiel was a priest. He was carried off to 
Babylon in 597 B.c. In the fifth year of his exile 
he was called to his prophetic work. The story 
of his call is told in the first chapter of Ezekiel 
and for twenty-two years he carried on his work. 
He lived in his own house, probably at Tel-abib, 
and had a large measure of freedom. His wife 
died suddenly on the first day of the siege of 
Jerusalem. His aud’ence was composed of fellow 
exiles who were at first opposed to him and who 
believed that they were soon to be restored to their 
own land. Ezekiel, like Jeremiah, foretold the over- 
throw of Judah, the destruction of Jerusalem, and 
the coming period of exile. Ezekiel took a deep 
interest in the fate of his own nation, and cham- 
pioned the cause of the exiles as against that of 
the Jews who were left in Palestine and who 
profited greatly in their country’s overthrow. They 
were ‘‘profiteers.’? With the nation destroyed 
and its leaders in exile, its Temple in ruins, it 
was the work of Ezekiel to keep faith alive in the 
hearts of the people and to rediscover God in a 
strange land. One of the great things which the 
people learned from Ezekiel was that God cared 
for each individual. Even though the nation 
perished God kept watch over the lives of his chil- 
dren. ‘All souls are mine.’’? This was Ezekiel’s 
message to his discouraged hearers. 


THE EXILE IN BABYLON 


The Hebrew people at the time of the Exile can 
be grouped in three divisions. Like Gaul, the 
Hebrews were divided into three parts, The peo- 
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ple of Israel, the Northern Kingdom, had been 
carried off by Assyria and they never again appear 
as a national unit. They are henceforth called 
‘‘the ten lost tribes.’’ The people of Judah after 
the destruction of Jerusalem were divided. The 
poorest part of the inhabitants remained in the 
land, some experiencing great hardships and others 
entering into the opportunity created by the flight 
of the well-to-do people. Many of these fled to 
Egypt taking Jeremiah with them, while others 
were carried off by Nebuchadnezzar. The largest 
group of exiles was in Egypt. The smallest group, 
which was in Babylon, 
included nearly all the 
wealth and culture of 
the Jewish race. Baby- 
lon was a fertile land 
and was a better place 
to live in than Pales- 
tine. A strong and 
stable government had 
produced a _  foward- 
looking nation with 
canals, reservoirs, 
cities, and rich agri- 
cultural opportunity. 
‘‘Though part of the 
time they had to toil 


for the Babylonian 
monareh, the Jews 
ought to have been 
relatively happy. ‘So 


long as they paid the 
imperial tax and kept 
the peace they were 
free to keep up their 
customs and religion, 
to rear and educate 
their children, to traffic 
here and there, and 
even to rise to posi- 
tions of responsibility 
in the government. 
Jeremiah told them 
that. they were well 
off and advised them 
to settle down to busi- 
ness and grow rich. 
Jer. 29:5, There was 
only one restriction: they could not return to Pales- 
tine.’’ In Babylon, the Jews became a people 
broad in their sympathies, interested in world 
events, and they have never lost these qualities. 
The religion of the Jews, too, became more devout 
and better organized. The master mind of the 
Exile was the prophet Ezekiel. 


THE MESSAGE OF EZEKIEL 
Ezek,. 2: 1-6 
The opening chapters of Ezekiel give an account 
of his call to the prophetic office. He had been 
five years in exile before this call came to him. He 
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THE TRADITIONAL TOMB OF EZEKIEL AND THE 
TOWN OF KEFIL, NEAR ANCIENT: BABYLON 


July 2, 1922 


had been a priest, the son of a priest, before the 
Captivity, but. he had the heart and spirit of a 
prophet, and when God called him he found his 
real work in life. We do our best work when we 
find the task that best suits us. God still calls 
young men and women to their life work, and to 
find God’s will for our life is to discover the 
secret of happiness. ‘‘ Blessed is the man who has 
found his work.’’ 

A priest is a man who speaks for men to God. 
A prophet is one who speaks for God to men. 


Ezekiel spoke to the people of his age the message 


of God. There are 
three stages in Eze- 
kiel’s call to his new 
work. (1) ‘‘And he 
said unto me, Son of 
man, stand upon thy 
feet, and I will speak 
with thee.’’ God 
expects those he calls 
to be strong, coura- 
geous, and fearless. 
The men who work 
for God do not bow 
to kings or emperors. 
They ‘‘stand upon 
their feet,’’ for they 
are God’s freemen. 
Like John Knox they 
fear not the face of 
man because’ they 
fear God. (2) ‘‘And 
he said unto me, Son 
of man, I send thee 
to the children of Is- 
rael, to nations that 
are rebellious, which 
have rebelled against 
me: they and their 
fathers have trans- — 
gressed against me 
even unto this very 
day.’’ He was com- 
missioned a mission- 
ary. He was com- 
manded to go forth 
to the people. He was 
given a commission. 
He was not to abide behind closed doors but to go 
out into the open and proclaim God’s message to the 
people. (3) ‘‘And thou shalt say unto them, Thus 
saith the Lord Jehovah.’’ The message of the 
prophet was not his own but God’s. He himself, 
was only a weak, sinful ‘‘son of man.’’ To know 
this message of God given to Ezekiel it is necessary 
to read the whole book. It isa difficult book to read, 
but when we understand it, we are surprised and 
interested. Ezekiel made the people understand 
that, though the nation was destroyed, the people 
still lived and every life was precious to God. ‘‘ All 
souls are mine,’’ he said. The parable of the Good 
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Shepherd is often on Ezekiel’s lips and the gospel 
invitation is frequently repeated. ‘‘ As I live, saith 
the Lord Jehovah, I have no pleasure in the death 
of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his 
way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil 
ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?’’ 


THE WATCHMAN 
Ezek. 3: 17-21 


Ezekiel was not only a prophet; he was also a 
pastor. He was the people’s watchman. It is a 
beautiful title for one who cares for his people. 
We know what a watchman is. He warns, he 
guards, he keeps. He may be a watchman in the 
night in some great factory. He may have his 
place in a tower on a railroad, and have the lives 
of thousands in his keeping... He may be a pilot 
on a steamship, or a sentry on the battle-field. In 
all cases, he is in his place for the safety of ‘others. 
In this sense Ezekiel became the watchman of the 
children of God in exile. He was appointed to 
warn them of the danger of forgetting or mis- 
understanding God, and of the still greater danger 
of falling into the worldly ways and heathen cus- 
toms of the idolatrous people of Babylon. It is 
a terrible responsibility which the prophet and 
which all pastors must carry. ‘‘Son of man, I 
have made thee a watchman unto the house of 
Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and 
give them warning from me. When I say unto the 
wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him 
not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from 
his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked 
man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will 
I require at thy hand. Yet if thou warn the 
wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor 
from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; 
but thou hast delivered thy soul.’’ 

The Book of Ezekiel is the proof that the prophet 
was true to his mission. He warned the people. 
He prayed and pleaded with them. He faithfully 
delivered his message, and because he did so, not 
only did many turn unto God and live, but the 
people of Israel in time returned to their land 
with truer ideas of God and with a renewed de- 
votion to him. 

God still needs watchmen. The politician who 
is true to the nation’s ideals and loyal to God is a 
watchman. The schoolboy or the schoolgirl who is 
not afraid to frown upon evil and to speak a good 
word for Christ is a watchman. The minister, the 
School-teacher, the Sunday-school worker, and all 
parents, are God’s watchmen appointed to keep 
safely those committed to their charge. We, too, 
are watchmen over those who need our help. In 
our fathers’ and grandfathers’ time, one of the 
books which would now be called ‘‘a best séller’’ 
was Richard Baxter’s ‘‘Call to the Unconverted.’’ 
It was the message of one of God’s great watch- 
men. Among his last words are these: ‘‘ Reader, I 

have done with thee when thou hast perused this 
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book; but sin hath not done with thee, even those 
that thou thoughtest had been forgotten long ago; 
and Satan hath not done with thee, though he be 
now out of sight; and God hath not yet done with 
thee, because thou wilt not be persuaded to have 
done with the deadly reigning sin . . . I beseech 
thee, I charge thee, to hear and obey the call of God, 
and resolvedly to turn, and thou mayest live. But 
if thou wilt not, even when thou hast no true 
reason for it, but because thou wilt not, I summon 
thee to answer it before the Lord, and require 
thee there to. bear me witness that I gave thee 
warning, and that thou wast not condemned for 
want of a call to turn and live, but because thou 
wouldest not believe it and obey it.’’ We, too, are 
watchmen. Jesus commissions all of us. He sends 
us out into all the world with the gospel message. 
He says, ‘‘Go ye therefore, and make disciples 
of all the nations.’’ 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. How is the first lesson of the quarter related 
to the lessons of the last quarter? 

2. What is meant by ‘‘the Exile’’? 

3. Where was Babylon and how did it compare 
with Jerusalem ? 

4. Who was Ezekiel and why was he living in 
Babylon? 

5. What was Ezekiel’s 
people? 

6. How far are we responsible for the moral 
welfare of others? 


message to his own 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 37. What is the Lord’s Supper? 

A. The Lord’s Supper is the sacred use of bread 
and of the cup, as appointed by the Lord Jesus, in 
which, in thankful remembrance of him, we show 
forth his death and, in communion with one an- 
other, by faith partake of him. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. When did the Babylonian Captivity begin? 

2. Who was Ezekiel and what was his position 
in Babylon? 

3. How does God call his people of to-day to 
their life work? 

4. Why was Ezekiel called a ‘‘watchman’’ of 
Israel? 

5. What lessons did the Jews learn while they 
were in Babylon? 

6. Why are we responsible for the salvation of 
those who do not know God? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 83. Are all transgressions of the law equally 
heinous ? Sra 

A. Some sins in. themselves, and by reason of 
several aggravations, are more heinous in the sight 
of God than others. 
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Lesson II 


July 9, 1922 


DANIEL INTERPRETING NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S DREAM 
THE GOLDEN TEXT—“The kingdom of the world is become the kingdom of our Lord, and 


of his Christ: 


and he shall reign for ever and ever.’—Rev. 11: 15. 


TEXT OF LESSON, Dan. 2: 36-45, 47. _ 


For entire lesson, see Dan., 


COMMON VERSION 


36 § This is the dream; and we will tell the 
interpretation thereof before the king. 

37 Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the 
God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, 
and strength, and glory. 


38 And wheresoever the children of men dwell, 
the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven 
hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee 
ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold. 


39 And after thee shall arise another kingdom 
inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of 
brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth. 


40 And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as 
iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and 
subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh 
all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. 


41 And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, 
part of the potters’ clay and part of iron, the king- 
dom shall be divided; but there shall be in it 
of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou 
sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. 


42 And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, 
and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly 
strong, and partly broken. 


43 And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with 
miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the 
seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to an- 
other, even as iron is not mixed with clay. 


44 And in the days of these kings shall the God 
of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be 
destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left 
to other people, but it shall break in pieces and 
consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for 
ever. 

45 Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was 
cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it 
brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the 
silver, and the gold; the great God hath made 
known to the king what shall come to pass here- 
after: and the dream is certain, and the interpre- 
tation thereof sure. 


% * * * * 


47 The king answered unto Dan’iel, and said, 
Of a truth it is, that your God is a God of gods, 
and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, 
seeing thou couldest reveal this secret. 


The Time—603 B.c. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 


36 This is the dream; and we will tell the in- 
terpretation thereof before the king. 37 Thou, O 
king, art king of kings, unto whom the God of 


heaven hath given the kingdom, the power, and the © 


strength, and the glory; 388 and wheresoever the 
children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and 
the birds of the heavens hath he given into thy 
hand, and hath made thee to ruie over them all: 


thou art the head of gold. 39 And after thee shall — 


arise another kingdom inferior to thee; and an- 
other third kingdom of brass, which shall bear 
rule over all the earth. 40 And the fourth kingdom 


shall be strong as iron, forasmuch as iron breaketh © 


in pieces and subdueth all things; and as iron 
that crusheth all these, shall it break in pieces and 
crush. 41 And whereas thou sawest the feet and 
toes, part of potters’ clay, and part of iron, 
it shall be a divided kingdom; but there shall be 


in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou ~ 


sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. 


partly broken. 43 And whereas thou sawest the 
iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle them- 
selves with the seed of men; 


with clay. 


thereof be left to another people; but it shall 
break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, — 
and it shall stand for ever. 
sawest that a stone was cut out of the mountain 
without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, 
the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the 
great God hath made known to the king what shall 
come to pass hereafter: and the dream is certatiay 
and the interpretation thereof sure. 


¥ * * * * 


42 And ~ 
as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part — 
of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and — 


but they shall not — 
cleave one to another, even as iron doth not mingle ~ 
witl 44 And in the days of those kings 
shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom which 
shall never be destroyed, nor shall the sovereignty © 


45 Forasmuch as thou — 


' 


47 The king answered unto Daniel, and said, Of a) 
truth your God is the God of gods, and the Lord of | 


kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou hast 
been able to reveal this secret. Ca 


The Place—Babylon. | 
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Lesson II Daniel Interpreting Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream July 9, 1922 
DAILY HOME READINGS 

DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
PRE AE e) WV ER ae ee ey et ey hs oe Rite ok Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream ..cs.cscvnscecesss Dan. 2: 31-35. 
ERY aa) Ve, oe, Oe. a es oe eeloeen Daniel s-interpretation: ....2. (ee Ae. ao. Dan. 2 : 36-45. 
Bereniniesdiy, Glnly. 5.ie5. ci). Sob. oo we eee Jaco aC buerakneoles © ew Aas ley ls Gen. 32 : 24-30. 
Meuteay dave Or. teh Uh ts eal. ses onus et PebaOt Mets Penden, ust Uee cenit. Si ets Gen. 41: 1-7. 
eS eh aaj oeie cl Pe Aa ohhh 0 kd, ee ae eee Ose Solel resausOl hx ca a as ith ieeeld> « as Gen. 41 : 25-32 
METI Vea) 1 Vioss cf dietcl cvoa¥ens, 4 n0ltc,»: ds cee s Ge Peter BavIBUeee eC Re, oo Kakelan Fo ane wd aes‘ Acts 10: 9-15. 
BT Ws cos agar bicsos o cs So a green Ga DSOLALY Re VW EEIOTY VARESE «a ei0. , ku 2 a eo se eek chee 40 oes Isa. 11: 1-10. 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 


36. The dream. See ch. 2: 31-35. Daniel not. 
only interpreted the dream, but recalled the dream 
to the king’s memory. 

38. The head of gold. Either the king himself, 
or the kingdom over which he reigned,. Babylonia. 

39. Kingdom inferior. Probably the kingdom 
of Darius the Mede. See ch. 8: 20. Third kingdom. 
The kingdom of Cyrus, known as the Persian 
Empire. 

40. Fourth kingdom. The Greek kingdom, estab- 
lished by Alexander the Great. 

44. To another people. The prophet predicts 
that the Messianic Kingdom shall be in the pos- 
session of Jews only. 

45. Without hands. The new Kingdom would 
not be fashioned by the sword or the gun, but by 
the invisible hand of God. It is the Kingdom of God. 


THE PROPHET DANIEL 


Let us keep in mind all that was said about the 
prophet Ezekiel. He was not carried off captive 
from Jerusalem to Babylon until the year 597 B.c. 
Eight years before that time, in 605 B.c., some of 
the seed royal of the Jewish nation were carried 
into captivity. Among these was Daniel. They 
were removed to Babylon in order to be educated 
and trained for political leadership. The history 
of Daniel is one of the most heroic stories of the 
Bible. It is familiar to every child. Daniel was a 
true hero. He refused to eat and drink according 


_ to the luxury habit of the land, and in this way he 
kept himself strong for his work’s sake. 


He was 
fearless, both in the palace of the king, and in the 
lions’ den. He was unafraid because he feared 
God, and rather than disobey him, he was willing 
to die. 

We know very little about Daniel. Ezekiel more 
than once mentioned his name with those of Noah 
and Job. ‘‘Though these three men, Noah, Daniel, 
and Job, were in it, they should deliver but their 
own souls by their righteousness, saith the Lord 
Jehovah.’’ Ezek. 14: 14. ‘‘Though Noah, Daniel, 
and Job, were in it, as I live, saith the Lord 
Jehovah, they should deliver neither son nor 
daughter; they should but deliver their own souls 
by their righteousness.’’ Ezek. 14: 20. 

The Book of Job is a great dramatic poem, which 
makes use of the experiences of Job to teach great 


lessons about suffering and human life and divine 


love. The Book of Daniel is what scholars call an 


apocalypse, a style of writing like the book of 
Revelation, full of symbols and imagery, and meant 
to comfort and strengthen the people of God in 
times of great persecution and danger. It inter- 
prets through dreams and visions the meaning of 
history, and God’s purpose for the world. 


THE KING’S DREAM 
Dan, 2: 1-35 


(These verses, not printed in the text, tell 
what preceded Daniel’s interpretation of the 
dream.) 

The great King Nebuchadnezzar who ruled over 
Babylon, the powerful enemy nation of the Jews, 
had dreamed a strange and startling dream. In 
the night it had troubled him, but in the morning 
it had slipped from his memory. That is the way 
with dreams. The only thing that remained with 
the king was fear. He knew that the dream had 
something to do with him and he was alarmed 
when he found he had forgotten it. That was an 
age when people believed in dreams and wise men 
called astrologers made a business of interpreting 
dreams. So the king called these star-gazing . 
astrologers and asked them first of all to tell him 
his dream, and then to interpret it. These wise men 
of course were astounded. They told the king that 
no one but himself could recall the dream, but if 
he would tell them the dream they would interpret 
it for him. This he was unable to do, and, angry 
at the wise men, he commanded them to discover 
the dream or else be put to death for their failure. 
This cruel situation was relieved by Daniel. He, 
however, denied that he had power in himself to do 
what the king demanded. He and his companions 
also faced death and in their helplessness they 
prayed earnestly. After prayer, God revealed the 
dream to Daniel in a vision in the night, and 
‘“Daniel blessed the God of heaven.’’ He said, 
““Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever; for 
wisdom and might are his. ... I thank thee, and 
praise thee, O thou God of my fathers, who hast 
given me wisdom and might, and hast made known 
unto me what we desired of thee; for thou hast 
made known unto us the king’s matter.’’ Possessed 
of his secret, Daniel went before Arioch ‘‘whom 
the king had appointed to destroy the wise men of 
Babylon’’ and asked to be brought before the king. 
Daniel did not claim to possess the power to recall 
dreams or to interpret them. It was God who gave 
Daniel his wisdom, and Daniel’s wisdom came in 
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answer to his prayer. ‘‘If any 
of you lacketh wisdom, let him 
ask of God.’’ 

In a few simple but striking 
sentences, Daniel told the dream 
that had troubled the thought 
of the king and that the wise 
men of Babylon had been unable 
to discover. In the dream the 
king had seen a mighty image. 
The image was exceedingly 
bright, but its appearance was 
terrible. It inspired fear. It 
was not’ its greatness, however, 
that the king noticed so much 
as the formation of the different 
parts. ‘‘As for this image, its 
head was of fine gold, its breast 
and its arms of silver, its belly 
and its thighs of brass, its legs 
of iron, its feet part of iron, and 
part of clay.’’ In the dream 
the king saw a stone, which was 
not made with hands as the gold, 
the silver, the brass, and the 
iron had been made, and this 
strange stone that seemed so 
weak and useless, smote the 
mighty image, so that the gold, 
the silver, the brass, the iron, 
and the clay crumbled into 
dust and were swept away by 
the wind, ‘‘like the chaff of the 
summer threshing-floors.’’ The 
mighty image was destroyed 
and its material lost, but the 
stone that smote the image grew 
into a great mountain and filled 
the whole earth. It was a 
strange and interesting dream 
and we are not surprised that 
it haunted and terrified the king. 
He remembered only the fear 
that smote his heart when he 
had seen the vision of the ter- 
rible and high-towering image. 


THE MEANING OF THE 
DREAM 
Dan. 2: 36-43 
Having told the dream, Daniel began immediately 
to explain it. He knew by the king’s face that he 


had truly revealed the secret of the king. Daniel 
began by speaking loyally of the king. ‘‘Thou, O 


king, art king of kings, unto whom the God of 
heaven hath given the kingdom, the power, and the 
strength, and the glory.’’ The image, Daniel said, 
represented four kingdoms. The head of gold was 
Babylon, over which Nebuchadnezzar ruled. Baby- 
lon was rich and splendid, and of course Daniel 
was wise in speaking well of the kingdom that was 
then a world-wide empire. He prophesied, however, 
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that this kingdom would pass 
away, as it did. Babylonia as an 
empire came to an end in 
539 B.c., only forty-eight years 
after the capture of Jerusalem. 
Daniel went on to say that Bab- 
ylon would be succeeded by an- 
other kingdom, not so rich or 
so glorious, represented in the 
dream as the silver breast of 
the image. This was probably the 
kingdom of the Medes, and was 
ruled over by Darius, spoken of 
in ch. 8: 20. This kingdom of 
silver was to be followed by 
another represented by the belly 
and the thighs of brass, and was 
probably the Persian kingdom, 
ruled over by Cyrus. It was 
under Cyrus that the Jews were 
restored again to their own 
country. The kingdom of brass 
would in turn be followed by 
another kingdom, not so strong, 
represented by the legs of iron 
and feet of iron mixed with 
clay. This kingdom was in all 
probability the Grecian, intro- 
duced by Alexander the Great, 
and possessing, as suggested by 
the clay, elements of weakness, 
and as suggested by the toes, 
lines of division. In reality the 
great empire 
Alexander was broken up in 
323, at the time of his death, 
and after years of conflict was 
divided among the descendants 
of the great conqueror. 

This was the way in which 
God through his servant Daniel 
interpreted the dream of the 
king. It was God’s message to 
King Nebuchadnezzar that his 
kingdom that seemed so strong 
and great would soon pass away. 

The law of history is that 
one nation comes and another 
goes. 


Frederic Shields 


THE ABIDING KINGDOM 
44, 45 


The real meaning of the dream, however, was to 
be found not in the image, but in the stone ‘out — 
out without hancs.’? The kingdoms of gold and — 
silver, of brass and iron, were to be followed by 
another kingdom, 
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established by — 
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‘¢And in the days of those kings shall the God ¢ 


of heaven set up a kingdom which shall never be | 


destroyed, nor shall the sovereignty thereof be left — 
to another people; but it shall break in pieces and 
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consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for 
ever.’ 


This is a new order. It is a prophecy of the 


coming of the Kingdom of God. The stone made 


without hands is the Messianic Kingdom. It not 
only conquers the powers of the world, but de- 
velops itself into a mighty mountain that fills the 
whole earth. This Kingdom will not depend on 
swords, or gold, or iron, but upon the will and 
thought of God. It will be founded not on iron 
mixed with clay, but upon the eternal truth of God, 
the Rock of Ages. 

This Kingdom is small in the beginning. It is 
only like a stone, but it grows until it becomes a 
mighty mountain. The dream was fulfilled in the 
coming of Christ. ‘‘He is the stone which was 
set at nought of you the builders, which was made 
the head of the corner.’’ What a marvelous 
prophecy it is! We have seen empires come and 
go—Egypt, Assyria, Babylonia, Persia, Greece, 
Rome, Germany—but the Kingdom of God, the 
Kingdom of righteousness and love increases, and 
claims all men, and the nations bring forth their 
glory and honor into it. We, too, are workers to- 
gether with God in building the Kingdom. It is to 
be built not upon the bodies and souls and blood 


‘and bones of men, but upon the love and good will 


of the world. It is the reign of God in the hearts 
of men. 


‘¢Oh, where are kings and empires now 
Of old that went and came? 
But, Lord, thy Church is praying yet 
A thousand years the same. 


‘“Unshaken as eternal hills, 
Immovable she stands, 
A mountain that shall fill the earth, 
A house not made by hands.’’ 


THE REWARD OF DANIEL 
Dan. 2: 47 
We are not surprised that the king should rec- 
ognize in Daniel a superior man. He had done 
what none of the wise men of Babylon could do. 
The king thought he was akin to God and was 


ready to worship him. But Daniel had made it 


clear that he had. received his wisdom from God 
alone and Nebuchadnezzar was therefore led to 
acknowledge the God of Daniel. ‘‘Of a truth 
your God is the God of gods, and the Lord of 
kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou hast 
been able to reveal this secret.’’? This is the right 
way to acknowledge our dependence upon God. It 
is he and not we who do great things. He works 
through us. In the honor that came to him, Daniel 
was not made vain but humble, and gave all glory 
and praise to God Most High. It was in this way 
that Peter and the early apostles turned the thought 
of the people from themselves to God. After the 
healing of the lame man Peter said: ‘‘Ye rulers 
of the people, and elders, if we this day are ex- 
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amined concerning a good deed done to an impotent 
man, by what means this man is made whole; be 
it known unto you all, and to all the people of 
Israel, that in the name of Jesus Christ of Naza- 
reth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the 
dead, even in him doth this man stand here before 
you whole.’’ Nebuchadnezzar had thought that he, 
himself, was king of kings, but in the presence of 
the God of Daniel, the Revealer of the secrets of 
men’s hearts, he is humbled. God reveals to us 
not merely dreams and their meaning, but he re- 
veals his will and his love, and in Jesus has made 
known the secret of eternal life. This is our faith, 
and we know that his Kingdom will endure forever. 


‘<Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
Does his successive journeys run; 
His Kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 


‘“People and realms of every tongue 
Dwell on his love with sweetest song; 
And infant voices shall proclaim 
Their early blessings on his name.’’ 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 

1, Why do we think of Daniel as a hero? 

2. What did Nebuchadnezzar demand of the wise 
men of Babylon? 

3. How did God reveal the secret to Daniel? 

4, What was the king’s dream? 

5. How did Daniel interpret the dream? 

6. What effect had Daniel’s message upon the 
king? 

The Intermediate Catechism 

Q. 38. How was the Lord’s Supper appointed? 

A. The Lord’s Supper was appointed by the Lord 
Jesus in the night in which he was betrayed, when 
he took bread and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
“‘Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for 
you: this do in remembrance of me’’; 

And also the cup and gave it to his disciples, say- 
ing: ‘‘This cup is the new testament in my blood, 
which is shed for many for the remission of sins: 
drink ye all, of it.’’ 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 
1. Is there any moral value in dreams? 
2. What history did the dream of Nebuchad- 
nezzar contain? 
3. What moral value did the dream possess? 
4, What is meant by the stone ‘‘eut out without 
hands’ ’? 
5. Why is the Kingdom of God eternal? 
6. Did Daniel’s service have any missionary 
value? 
The Shorter Catechism 
Q. 84. What doth every sin deserve? 
A. Every sin deserveth God’s wrath and curse, 
both in this life, and that which is to come. 
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THE HANDWRITING ON THE WALL (Temperance Lesson) 


THE GOLDEN TEXT—“God will bring every work into judgment, with every hidden thing, 


whether it be good, or whether it be evil.”—Eccl. 12: 14. 


TEXT OF LESSON, Dan. 5: 17-28 


For entire lesson, see Dan., ch. 5 


COMMON VERSION 


17 § Then Dan’iel answered and said before the 
king, Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy 
rewards to another; yet I will read the writing 
unto the king, and make known to him the inter- 
pretation.’ 


18 O thou king, the most high God gave Neb-u-’ 


chad-nez’zar thy father a kingdom, and majesty, 
and glory, and honour: 


19 And for the majesty that he gave him, all 
people, nations, and languages, trembled and 
feared before him: whom he would he slew ; and 
whom he would he kept alive; and whom he would 
he set up; and whom he would he put down. 


20 But when his heart was lifted up, and his 
mind hardened in pride, he was deposed from his 
kingly throne, and they took his glory from him: 

21 And he was driven from the sons of men : 
and his heart was made like the beasts, and his 
dwelling was with the wild asses: they fed him 
with grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the 
dew of heaven; till he knew that the most high 
God ruled in the kingdom of men, and that he ap- 
pointeth over it whomsoever he will. 


22 And thou his son, O Bel-shaz’zar, hast not 
humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all this; 


23 But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord 
of heaven; and they have brought the vessels of 
his house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy 
wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in 
them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and 
gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, 
nor hear, nor know: and the God in whose hand 
thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast 
thou not glorified: 


24. Then was the part of the hand sent from 
him; and this writing was written. 

25 § And this is the writing that was written, 
ME’NE, ME’NE, TE’/KEL, U-PHAR’SIN. 

26 This is the interpretation of the thing: ME’- 
NE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished 
it. 

27 TE’KEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, 
and art found wanting. ‘ 

28 PE’RES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given 
to the Medes and Per’sians, 


The Time—539 B.c. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 


17 Then Daniel answered and said before the 
king, Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy re- 
wards to another; nevertheless I will read the 
writing unto the king, and make known to him the 
interpretation. 18 O thou king, the Most High 
God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father the king- 
dom, and greatness, and glory, and majesty: 


19 and because of the greatness that he gave 


him, all the peoples, nations, and languages 
trembled and feared before him: whom he would 
he slew, and whom he would he kept alive ; and 
whom he would he raised up, and whom he would 
he put down. 20 But when his heart was lifted 
up, and his spirit was hardened so that he dealt 
proudly, he was deposed from his kingly throne, 
and they took his glory from him: 21 and he was 
driven from the sons of men, and his heart was 
made like the beasts’, and his dwelling was with 
the wild asses; he was fed with grass like oxen, 
and his body was wet with the dew of heaven r 
until he knew that the Most High God ruleth in the 
kingdom of men, and that he setteth up over it 


whomsoever he will, 22 And thou his son, O Bel-. 


shazzar, hast not humbled thy heart, though thou 
knewest all this, 23 but hast lifted up thyself 
against the Lord of heaven; and they have brought 
the vessels of his house before thee, and thou and 
thy lords, thy wives and thy concubines, have 
drunk wine from them; and thou hast praised the 
gods of silver and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and 
stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know ; and the 
God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are 
all thy ways, hast thou not glorified: 24 then was 
the part of the hand sent from before him, and 
this writing was inscribed. 


25 And this is the writing that was inscribed: 
MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 26 This is the 
interpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath 
numbered thy kingdom, and brought it to an end. 
27 TEKEL; thou art weighed in the balances, and 
art found wanting. 28 PERES; thy kingdom is 
divided, and given to the Medes and Persians. 


The Place—Babylon. 
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DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 


17. The king. 
Nebuchadnezzar. 
Babylon. 

18. Nebuchadnezzar thy father. The Babylonian 
inscriptions say that he was the son of Nabuna’id. 
Daniel speaks of him as the son of Nebuchadnezzar, 
which may mean that he had married Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s daughter, or simply that he was Nebu- 
chadnezzar’s successor. 

20. He was deposed. He had some form of 
temporary insanity. V. 21. 

23. Vessels of his house. The golden and silver 
vessels taken by Nebuchadnezzar from the Temple 
in Jerusalem. V. 2. 

25. Mene, Mene. The words are names of 
weights and mean literally ‘‘a mina, a mina, a 
shekel, and half minas.’’ 


BELSHAZZAR’S FEAST 
Dan, ‘5: 1-4 


The whole chapter should be read. The lesson 
verses contain only part of a perfect and wonder- 
ful story. Last week we had a wonderful story of 
how Daniel not only interpreted the strange dream 
of Nebuchadnezzar, but first of all recalled it to 
his clouded mind. In this lesson we are told how 
Daniel, now grown older and wiser, interprets the 
still stranger vision of Belshazzar. Belshazzar was 
the last king of Babylon and his kingdom was 
tottering to its fall. Already the army of Persia, 
under Cyrus the Great, was marching on Babylon, 
but Belshazzar, hedged around with the false se- 
curity of his luxurious palace, cared little for what 
was going on in the kingdom without, and wine 
had poisoned his mind. He gave a great feast to 
a thousand of his lords, and his wives, and drank 
himself drunk in their presence. It is a picture 
of wealth and luxury and low living. Not only 
did Belshazzar disgrace himself by drinking but 
he added sacrilege to disgrace. He drank from the 
sacred vessels which Nebuchadnezzar had taken 
from the Temple in Jerusalem. These were ves- 
sels dedicated to the pure and holy worship of 
Jehovah, but Belshazzar drank from them and then 
praised the heathen gods of Babylon. It was a 
sacrilegious act. He made light of the things that 
were sacred and holy. This was the depth to which 
the king had descended. The steps down were 
pride, luxury, drink, irreverence, sacrilege, unbe- 
lief, idolatry. Wine and strong drink make a 


‘Belshazzar, the suecessor of 
He was the last acting king of 


beast out of a king. Strong drink respects neither 
the rich nor the poor, the old nor the young, the 
king on the throne nor the workman in the shop. 


THE KINQG’S DREAM 
Dan. 5: 5-16 


When the banquet was at its height and the 
king’s brain was on fire with wine, and laughter 
and revelry filled the royal palace, suddenly, like a 
lightning flash in the dark, the fingers of a man’s 
hand began to move upon the plaster of the wall 
just behind the candlestick which lighted up the 
wall, and this wraith of a hand began to write. 
No arm was seen, no person was observed, just 
‘‘a, bodiless hand crept forth from the sleeve of 
night. and wrote strange words on the plastered 
wall of the palace.’’ It was little wonder that the 
king was terrified, ‘‘The king’s countenance was 
enanged in him, and his thoughts troubled him; 
and the joints of his loins were loosed, and his 
knees smote one against another.’’ Like Nebuchad- 
nezzar he cried for help but his wise men and the 
astrologers were helpless. The words seemed to 
be clear and plain, but they were in a foreign 
tongue and were all a mystery to the Babylonian 
interpreters of dreams. Suddenly the queen, who . 
seems to have been absent from the feast, came in 
and, hearing the story, immediately called to mind 
the fact that Daniel had interpreted the strange 
dream of Nebuchadnezzar, and that he had been 
made master of all the magicians. It has been 
suggested that the queen was a daughter of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, and that would account for her in- 
timate knowledge of Daniel and his service to 
Nebuchadnezzar. So Daniel was called and promised 
wealth and honor if he would interpret the meaning 
of the strange words which had disturbed the king 
in his drunken debauch. 


THE COMING OF DANIEL 
Dan. 5:17 


The king had been sobered by fear and had 
spoken calmly and wisely to Daniel, and Daniel re- 
plied immediately. How nobly he began his address! 
‘‘Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy rewards 
to another; nevertheless I will read the writing 
unto the king, and make known to him the inter- 
pretation.’’ That was a new idea to Belshazzar. 
He thought that every man had his price, and 
that all he had to do was to offer gold and power 
and place, and his desires would be satisfied. But 
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Daniel spurned the king’s gifts. His wisdom was 
not for sale. He would give what help the king 
needed but it was not to be bought with money. 
Daniel lived in a different world from that in which 
Belshazzar lived. Daniel possessed something that 
money could not buy. It is well for us in these 
days when men believe so much and trust so much 
in the power of money to remember that character 
and wisdom are above any market price. The 
poor boy’s peace of mind and honesty of purpose 
cannot be bought by the son of the millionaire, and 
the best places in life cannot be obtained by 
material reward. When a Boy Scout refuses to take 
a tip, and when a boy refuses to be paid for a 
kind act, he does exactly 
what Daniel did when he 
refused to take a reward 
from the king for doing 
his duty. Daniel was not 
the king’s servant. He was 
God’s servant. He got his 
wages not from Belshazzar 
but from God. 


DANIEL’S SHORT 
SERMON 


Dan. 5: 18-24 


Read Daniel’s sermon as 
given in these verses. It 
is a most interesting ser- 
mon. In the first place it 
is short. It does not take 
more than two minutes to 
read it. In the second place 

it is very personal. It is 
‘not preached to the thou- 
sand guests who attended 
the banquet, but to one 
man only. There was no 
mistaking the meaning or 
the application of that ser- 
mon, Just as Nathan the 
prophet pointing to King 
David said, ‘‘Thou art the 
man,’’ so Daniel acting as 
the prophet of God, pointed 
to Belshazzar and said, ‘‘O 
thou king!’’ He then recalled to the king’s mind a 
terrible chapter in the life of Nebuchadnezzar. He 
reminded him that because Nebuchadnezzar had 
been proud and vain and irreligious and had for- 
gotten God, vanity and pride had turned his mind, 
and ‘‘he was deposed from his kingly throne, and 
they took his glory from him: and he was driven 
from the sons of men, and his heart was made like 
the beasts’, and his dwelling was with the wild 
asses; he was fed with grass like oxen, and his 
body was wet with the dew of heaven; until he 
knew that the Most High God ruleth in the king- 
- dom of men, and that he setteth up over it whom- 
soever he will.’’ Some form of insanity had taken 
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possession of Nebuchadnezzar and God used that as 
a punishment to bring him back to faith and hu- 
mility and obedience. ‘‘And thou... O Belshaz- 
zar,’’ said Daniel, ‘‘hast not humbled thy heart, 
though thou knewest all this.’’ Then he proceeded 
to charge him with drunkenness and revelry and 
desecration of the sacred vessels taken from the 
holy Temple. It was all summed up in a word. 
‘God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are 
all thy ways, hast thou not glorified.’’ Belshazzar 
had been blind and the experience of the past meant 
nothing to him, Are we better than Belshazzar? If 
so, why do we go on doing things which have brought 
disaster to those who have gone before us? Drink, 
pride, irreverence, care- 
lessness, ungodliness, have 
destroyed thousands. Why 
then do we still pursue 
these things? After the 
story of many a young 
man’s downfall could be 
written the words, 
‘*Though thou knewest all 
this.’’ 


THE VISION 
INTERPRETED 


Dan, 5:25-28 


When Daniel had told 
the king the reason for 
the strange appearance of 
the hand he proceeded to 
interpret the strange 
words which the king had 
seen on the wall. The 
words which the bodiless 
hand had written were: 
‘“Mene, Mene, Tekel, 
Upharsin.’’ Daniel un- 
folded their meaning in 
three short sentences. 
‘“Mene,’’?’ means ‘‘num- 
bered’’ and Daniel’s in- 
terpretation was ‘‘God 
hath numbered thy king- 
dom, and brought it to an 
end.’’ ‘‘Tekel’’? means 
‘‘weighed’’ and Daniel’s 
interpretation was, ‘‘Thou art weighed in the 
balances, and art found wanting.’’ ‘*Upharsin’’ is 
made of ‘‘U’’ for ‘‘and’’ and ‘‘Pharsin’’ the 
plural of ‘‘peres,’’? the word Daniel uses, and 
means ‘‘divided.’’ The interpretation is, . ‘* Thy 
kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and 
Persians.’’ In so interpreting the dream Daniel 
announced the doom not only of Belshazzar, but of 
Babylon. It was the task of a hero, and Daniel had 
the blood of heroes in his veins. He stood before the 
king, not for himself, but for God, and he was 
unafraid. It is interesting to note that Belshazzar 
did not turn upon him but sought to honor him 
for his wisdom and proclaimed him the third 
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ruler in the kingdom. This meant little to Daniel, 
but the ending of the power of Babylon, and the 
coming of Cyrus meant much, as we shall see ip 
a later lesson, for under Cyrus the Jews were 
allowed to return to their own country. 


THE DAY OF JUDGMENT 
Dan, 5: 29-31 


God weighs the deeds of nations as well as the 
acts of men. The kingdom of Babylon was found 
wanting. It weighed light in relation to truth 
and righteousness and service. The government 
was weak and worthless because of drink and selfish 
luxury and when Belshazzar thought he was 
secure, lo! in a night his empire vanished. The 
record of the Bible is very dramatic. ‘‘In that 
night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was slain.’’ 
All the evidence of history points to the fact that 
the Persian army broke in upon just such a feast 
as is described in this wonderful chapter. The 
poet Byron describes it: 


Belshazzar’s grave is made 

His kingdom passed away. 
He, in the balance weighed, 

Is light and worthless clay: 
The shroud his robe of state, 

His canopy the stone; 
The Mede is at the gate, 

The Persian on his throne. 


Strong drink has caused the downfall of many 
a man and not a few nations. Let us give God 
thanks that the legalizing of liquor has been 
done away in America. No nation can endure 
half sober and half drunk. The advice of the Book 
of Proverbs is wise advice. 


<<T,o0k not thou upon the wine when it is red, 
When it sparkleth in the cup, 
When it goeth down smoothly: 
At the last it biteth like a serpent, 
And stingeth like an adder.’’ 


TEMPERANCE TRUTHS 


The liquor trade has done more injury to Eng- 
land than war, pestilence, and famine, all combined. 
—William E. Gladstone. 

The liquor traffic is a cancer in society, eating 
out the vitals and threatening destruction. At- 
tempts to regulate it will not only prove futile, but 
will aggravate the evil—Abraham Lincoln. 

The liquor traffic is the most degrading and 
By legalizing this 
traffic we agree to share with the liquor seller the 
responsibilities and evils of his business. Every 
man who votes for license becomes of necessity 
a partner to the liquor traffic and all its conse- 
quences.—William McKinley. : 

The liquor traffic tends to produce criminality in 
the population at large, and law breaking among 
the saloon keepers themselves.—Theodore Roosevelt. 

If I could, by offering my body as a sacrifice, 
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free this country from this cancer, the demon 
drink, I’d thank the Almighty for the great privi- 
lege of doing it. Tell the young men that General 
Grant does not drink a drop of liquor—has not for 
eighteen years, because he is afraid to drink it. 
Drink is the greatest curse, because practically all 
the crime and all disaster are the result of it. 
—General Fred D. Grant. 

Leave drink alone, absolutely! He who drinks 
is deliberately disqualifying himself for advance- 
ment. Personally, I refuse to take such risk. I 
do not drink.—William H. Taft. 

I have just told the folks here in Springfield on 
this hundred and eleventh anniversary of the birth 
of him whose name is mightiest in the cause of 
civil law, in naked, deathless splendor, that the one 
victory we can ever call complete will be that which 
proclaims that there is not one slave or drunkard 
on the face of God’s green earth. Recruit for this 
victory.—A braham Lincoln. 

These are the sayings of some of the great men 
of the world, and the experience of Belshazzar 
confirms the wisdom of every word they speak. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Who was Belshazzar? 

2. Why do we condemn Belshazzar’s feast ? 

3. What qualities do you most admire in Daniel? 

4. What charges did Daniel bring against the 
king? 

5. Tell the interpretation of the king’s vision. 

6. What was the cause of Belshazzar’s downfall? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 39. How should we come to the Lord’s Supper? 

A. We should come to the Lord’s Supper with 
true sorrow for our sin, with glad assurance of 
God’s forgiveness in Jesus Christ, and with confi- 
dence that he will give us new strength to serve 
him, 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Compare the character of Daniel with that of 
Belshazzar. 

2. Why was Belshazzar so terrified at what he 
saw? 

3. Why did Daniel refuse the king’s reward? 

4, What was the king’s worst sin? 

5. What was Daniel’s interpretation of the 
king’s vision? 

6. How was Belshazzar’s overthrow related to 
the dream of Nebuchadnezzar? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 85. What doth God require of us, that we may 
escape his wrath and curse, due to us for sin? | 

A. To escape the wrath and curse of God, due to 
us for sin, God requireth of us faith in Jesus Christ, 
repentance unto life, with the diligent use of all the 
outward means whereby Christ communicateth to 
us the benefits of redemption. 
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DANIEL AND THE LIONS 


THE GOLDEN TEXT—“Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, ob- 
tained promises, stopped the mouths of lions.”—Heb. 11: 33. 


TEXT OF LESSON, Dan. 6: 16-23 
For entire lesson, see Dan., ch. 6 


COMMON VERSION 


16 Then the king commanded, and they brought 
* Dan’iel, and cast him into the den of lions. Now 
the king spake and said unto Dan’iel, Thy God 
whom thou servest continually he will deliver thee. 

17 And a stone was brought, and laid upon the 


mouth of the den; and the king sealed it with his - 


own signet, and with the signet of his lords; that 
the purpose might not be changed concerning 
Dan’iel. ; 

18 { Then the king went to his palace, and passed 
the night fasting: neither were instruments of 
musick brought before him: and his sleep went 
from him. 

19 Then the king arose very early in the morn- 
ing, and went in haste unto the den of lions. 

20 And when he came to the den, he cried with 
a lamentable voice unto Dan’iel: and the king 
spake and said to Dan’iel, O Dan’iel, servant of the 
living God, is thy God, whom thou servest continu- 
ally, able to deliver thee from the lions? 

21 Then said Dan’iel unto the king, O king, 
live for ever. 

22 My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut 
the lions’ mouths, that they have not hurt me: 
forasmuch as before him innocency was found in 
me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no 
hurt. 

23 Then was the king exceeding glad for him, 
and commanded that they should take Dan’‘iel up 
out of the den. So Dan’iel was taken up out of 
the den, and no manner of hurt was found upon 
him, because he believed in his God. 


The Time—About 539 B.c. 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 


16 Then the king commanded, and they brought 
Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions. Now 


the king spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God 


whom thou servest continually, he will deliver thee. 
17 And a stone was brought, and laid upon the 
mouth of the den; and the king sealed it with his 
own signet, and with the signet of his lords; that 


nothing might be changed concerning Daniel. 18 


Then the king went into the palace, and passed the 
night fasting; neither were instruments of music 
brought before him: and. his sleep fled from him. 

19 Then the king arose very early in the morn- 
ing, and went in haste unto the den of lions. 
20 And when he came near unto the den to Daniel, 
he cried with a lamentable voice; the king spake 
and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living 
God, is thy God whom thou servest continually, 
able to deliver thee from the lions? 21 Then said 
Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever. 22 My 
God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ 
mouths, and they have not hurt me; forasmuch as 
before him innocency was found in me; and also 
before thee, O king, have I done no hurt. 23 Then 
was the king exceeding glad, and commanded 
that they should take Daniel up out of the den. 
So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no 
manner of hurt was found upon him, because he had 
trusted in his God. 


The Place—Babylon. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, July 12303 Seber ores Daniel and the King’s Decree.............. Dan. 6: 4-10. 
uesday, July 182 aes ek eee nee Daniel and the Lions:2. 422s er eee Dan. 6 : 16-23. 
Wednhésday, Wily 19.4) ay ne eee Daniel's First} Testovis ot eee ee, SS Dan. 1: 8-21, 
Thursday,: Luly. 90.%.905., see ee ee Abraham's "Driale, seni toe ee ee ae Gen. 22: 1-3, 16-19, 
Friday, J ty 2) .-49) gs ook ee eee Blijah: on Mount Garmel paec eject ae. I Kings 18 : 30-40. 
Saturday,:.) tly: 22) aoe) oe eee Paith ¢irtumpharityece siete. see Heb. 11 : 32-40. 
Sunday, aly 25% 7p socded atin ts eee eee Conquerors Through Christ................ Rom. 8 : 31-39. © 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 
16. The king commanded. Darius the Mede who 
governed Babylon after the death of Belshazzar. 
He acted contrary to his own desire. Den of lions. 
A pit or eave fenced around and covered over, 
where the lions of the palace were kept. 
18. His sleep fled. Sometimes, as in the case 


of the disciples sleep is brought on by sorrow, but 
in the king’s case anxiety kept him awake. He 


new he was responsible. 


22. Sent his angel. The Bible speaks of the 
angels as messengers of God. This was the only 
explanation Daniel had of his escape. God had 
done it. 
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DANIEL A MAN OF POWER 
. Dan. 6: 1-3 


As in the preceding lesson, the entire chapter 
should be read. 

Daniel who had come as a captive lad to Babylon 
became at length one of the rulers of that great 
empire. God has a way in history of raising up 
those who are of low degree. He takes a boy from 
the farm and makes him President. He took 
David from among the sheep, and Elisha from the 
plow, and Peter from his boat, and made them 
leaders of the people. The empire was divided into 
one hundred and twenty provinces, each province 
ruled over by a satrap, and over these one hundred 
and twenty satraps were three presidents, one of 
whom was Daniel. By this time he was an old man. 
The time for the deliverance of the Jews from 
Babylon was at hand, and Daniel’s wisdom and 
position meant much for his long-suffering and 
patient people. It was by real merit that he gained 
his promotion. It was because an ‘‘excellent spirit 
was in him.’’ There is great danger that young 
people form the habit of thinking that promotion 
comes because of favoritism or some form of 
what they call ‘‘luck.’’ It is wiser to believe that 
advancement comes because of merit and real 
worth. 


‘The heights by great men reached and kept 
Were not attained by sudden flight, 
But they while. their companions slept 
Were toiling upward in the night.’’ 


DANIEL A MAN OF PRAYER 
Dan. 6: 4-9 


Daniel’s promotion brought down upon him the 
ill will and envy of the other presidents and satraps. 
They hated him because of his superior ability and 
also because he was a Jew. This is the beginning 
of that persecution of the Jews which has con- 
tinued until this day. Such hatred was inex- 
cusable, for Daniel was so honorable that they 
could find no reason to complain to the king about 
him, They discovered soon that the secret of Daniel’s 
loyal life was his religion, his faith in God. 
Every day, three times a day, with his window 
open to Jerusalem, Daniel was accustomed to kneel 
in prayer and relate his life to God. Daniel was 
not ashamed of his religion. He lived for it, and 
he would die for it if necessary. These plotting 
politicians therefore succeeded in getting Darius 
to publish a decree that no one, on pain of death, 
should ask anything ‘‘of any god or man for thirty 
days’’ save of the king himself. The death penalty 
would be exacted by casting the offender into the 
cage or den where the royal lions were kept. The 
king was flattered by the suggestion. He was 
ignorant of the real motive behind the request and 
so he signed the decree. This was a mean and under- 
hand way of striking at Daniel, and it succeeded. 
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There was doubtless a feast of jollification when 
it became known that Daniel, the friend of Darius, 
had been trapped. 


DANIEL A. MAN OF PURPOSE 
Dan. 6: 10-15 


When Daniel knew what had taken place he 
made no protest. The decrees of the Medes and the 
Persians when once issued were never revoked. 
Daniel did not protest to the king, neither did he 
change his manner of life. It would have been 
easy for him to have closed his window and 
prayed in secret. Secret prayer is the best of all 
kinds of prayer. He might have given up praying 
for thirty days. It was not a long time and his 
life was at stake. But Daniel knew there was 
something more sacred than life. Truth and 
righteousness are more sacred than life, and men 
sometimes choose to die rather than surrender 
them. It was so with the Great War. ‘There is 
something worse than dying for a great cause. It was 
so with the martyrs. Thirty thousand Chinese 
Christians in 1900 chose to die rather than to re- 
nounce even for a moment their faith in Christ. 
Daniel went on with his prayer. The window was 
open toward Jerusalem and his voice was lifted 
to God not only for himself, but for his people. 
Prayer makes strong men. Prayer gives men cour- 
age. Paul was a man of prayer. Jesus found his 
strength when he was alone with God. Prayer is 
the bond that unites us with God and links us with 
his everlasting strength. 


THE TROUBLED KING 
Dan. 6: 16-18 


The enemies of Daniel had succeeded in their plot. 
The king was grief stricken when he found that his 
decree had involved Daniel and that there was no 
way by which he could save him from the lions. 
The decree had been signed, the law was unalter- 
able. Daniel had sinned against it and his enemies 
had the proof of his guilt in their possession. Of 
course the thing Darius should have done was to 
have set the law aside. A bad law should not be 
enforced. A promise given which makes for evil 
should be broken. Herod murdered John the 
Baptist because he did not wish to break a foolish 
promise. It is better to recall our word and _ to 
break our promise than do a greater evil. But 
Darius was caught in his own trap, and Daniel was 
east into the den of lions after a touching inter- 
view with the king. The king somehow felt that 
the God of Daniel would protect him even in the 
lions’ den. ‘‘Thy God whom thou servest con- 
tinually, he will deliver thee.’’ The religious life 
of Daniel had been so real, and so sincere, that it 
had influenced the king. Daniel’s life spoke louder 
than his words, 


“‘Thou must be true thyself, 
Tf thou the truth would’st teach.’’ 
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And so Daniel was shut in with the wild beasts 
and the great stone was rolled to the mouth of the 
eave and sealed with the king’s seal. The enemies 
of Daniel were satisfied, but the king was troubled 
and sleepless. His conscience. would not let him 
rest. He had done wrong, and wrongdoing is a 
poor pillow on which to lie. We pity the king as 
we pity Pilate. They were their own worst enemies. 
A little more moral courage and they would have 
found security. A little more moral dash and they 
would have found victory. Daniel had a more 
restful night in the lions’ 
den than had the king in 
the palace, 


DANIEL A MAN OF 
COURAGE 


Dan. 6: 19-23 


The king was first at the 
lions’ den in the morning. 
Like the women who loved 
Jesus, and were very early 
at the sepulcher, to find 
that Jesus was alive and 
risen, so the king came very 
early, to find that all was 
well with Daniel. The Bible 
story is very simple but 
thrillingly interesting. 
‘‘And when he came near 
unto the den to Daniel, he 
eried with a lamentable 
voice; the king spake and 
said to Daniel, O Daniel, 
servant of the living God, 
is thy God, whom thou 
servest continually, able to 
deliver thee from the lons? 
Then said Daniel unto the 
king, O king, live for ever. 
My God hath sent his angel, 
and hath shut the lions’ 
mouths, and they have not 
hurt me; forasmuch as be- 
fore him innocency was = : 
found in me; and also be- —“Pytight hy Harold Copping 
fore thee, O king, have I 
done no hurt. Then was 
the king exceeding glad, 
and commanded that they should take Daniel up 
out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the 
den, and no manner of hurt was found upon him, 
because he had trusted in his God.’’ 

Even in the lions’ den God could care for Daniel 
and keep him from harm. But God does not always 
so save. He did not save Stephen from being 
stoned, neither was Jesus saved from the cross, 
and yet even in death Stephen saw heaven open 
to receive him, and Jesus commended his spirit 
to his Father whom he still trusted and loved. 
That is even a greater victory than to be saved 
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from physical death. The truest trust is that 
which like Job is able to say, ‘‘Though he slay 
me, yet will I trust in him.’’ (A. V.) God can be 
depended upon, even in death and defeat. ‘‘In the 
time of one of the European wars, one of the Duke 
of Wellington’s regiments became frightened; 
they were going to turn their backs on the enemy 
and fly, when, just in the midst of their fear, the 
duke himself came in their midst, and an old 
soldier cried out: ‘Oh! here is the Duke, God bless 
him! He is as good as five thousand men! He is 

; one who has never been 
defeated, and never can 
be. There is no fear for 
you, my boys, the duke 
is here! They all became 
brave hearted again, 
charged the enemy, and 
conquered. That is what 
the presence of the Duke 
of Wellington did. What 
if God is with us? Was 
he ever defeated?’’ 


THE NEW DECREE 
6: 25-28 


The king was not satis-: 
fied with having Daniel 
returned to him safe and 
sound, He was not satis- 
fied even with punishing 
his enemies. He must do 
something to commend 
the faith of Daniel to his 
own people. A God who 
could stand by Daniel in 
his need was the God 
whom everyone needed, 
and so he issued a second 
decree, to this effect: ‘‘I 
make a decree, that in all 
the dominion of my king- 
dom men tremble and fear 
before the God of Daniel; 
for he is the living God, 
and stedfast for ever, and 
his kingdom that which 
shall not be destroyed; 
and his dominion shall be 
even unto the end. He delivereth and resecueth, 
and he worketh signs and wonders in heaven and 
in earth, who hath delivered Daniel from the power 
of the lions.’? The strong moral courage of Daniel 
had commended Daniel’s God to the king and won 
a victory which cowardice or compromise would 
have lost. Even had Daniel been killed by the lions, 
his would have been a victorious life. The motto 
of this old familiar story is: 

‘“Dare to stand alone! 
Dare to have a purpose firm! 
Dare to make it known! ’’ 
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THE SECRET OF “OURAGE 


Daniel was a hero because he trusted God. He 
was not afraid of the face of man because he feared 
God, and the secret of his fearless life was prayer. 
The boy or the girl who knows how to pray has the 
secret of victory. Daniel’s prayer life was a habit. 
Do you have prayer habits? Charles Spurgeon 
once said, ‘‘One might as well rush into the street 
unclothed because he had no time to dress, or into 
battle unarmed because he had no time to secure 
his weapons, as to go forth to the experience of any 
day without taking time to pray.’’ Five times every 
day the Mohammedan hears the call to prayer. ‘‘God 
is most great. God is most great. Come to prayer. 
Come to prosperity. There is no god but God.’’ 

The great leaders of the world have been men of 
prayer as Daniel was. ‘‘At the critical hours of 
American history when the noonday sky was mid- 
night and the atmosphere saturated with murk— 
where do we find our great American leaders unable 
by human eyes to see before them? We find them, 
do we not, on their knees beseeching divine guidance 
and groping for a clasp of the unseen hand which 
would lead them and this people into the light 
again. The whole winter of the American troops 
at Valley Forge is a historical panorama of 
heroism, self-denial, and sacrifice. Yet every 
noble incident of that season of doom and dread 
furnishes but details of the background for the 
great central. picture which the American mind 
loves to dwell upon—Washington on his knees at 
Valley Forge. It was Lincoln who in 1864 declared, 
‘God bless the churches, and blest be God who in 
this hour giveth us the churches.’ And Washington, 
in 1789, immediately after he was made the first 
President of the Republic, wrote to the bishops of 
the Methodist Church: ‘T trust the people of every 
dznomination will have occasion to be convinced 
that I shall always strive to prove a faithful and 
impartial patron of genuine vital religion... I 
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take in the kindest part the promise you make of 
presenting your prayers at the throne of grace for 
me, and I likewise implore the divine benediction 
on yourself and your religious community.’ ’’ 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Why did Daniel have such bitter enemies? 

2. What plot did his enemies plan against Daniel? 

3. Was Daniel right in disobeying the king’s 
decree? 

4, Was the king right in enforcing his own law? 

5. What victory did Daniel win? 

6. Show how Daniel’s experience may point us to 
Jesus and his eross. 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 40. What is prayer? 

A. Prayer is communion with God in the name 
of Jesus Christ, in which we tell God of our love 
to him, our sorrow for our sins, our thankfulness 
for his gifts, and our desires for ourselves and 
others. 

FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Why was Daniel hated by those in power? 

2. Why was Daniel loved and trusted by the 
king? . 

3, What were Daniel’s prayer habits? 

4. If Daniel had been killed by the lions would 
the moral lesson be different ? 

5. How did Daniel succeed in proclaiming his 
religion? 

6. What is it you most admire about Daniel? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 86. What is faith in Jesus Christ? 

A. Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace, 
whereby we receive and rest upon him alone for 
salvation, as he is offered to us in the gospel. 


Lesson V—THE FIRST RETURN FROM EXILE 


THE GOLDEN TEXT—“We know that to them that love God all things work together for 
good.”—Rom. 8: 28. 


TEXT OF LESSON, Jer. 29:10; Ezra 1:1-8, 11 
For entire lesson, see Jer. 29: 10-14; Ezra, ch. 1 


COMMON VERSION 


Jer. 29: 10 § For thus saith the Lorp, That after 
seventy years be accomplished at Bab’y-lon I will 
visit you, and perform my good word toward you, 
in causing you to return to this place. 


% * % *% * 


_- © * Ezra 1:1 Now in the first year of Cy’rus king of 


Per’sia, that the word of the Lorp by the mouth of 
Jer-e-mi’ah might be fulfilled, the Lorp stirred up 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 


Jer. 29:10 For thus saith Jehovah, After seventy 
years are accomplished for Babylon, I will visit 
you, and perform my good word toward you, in 
causing vou to return to this place. 
* x * * * 

Ezra 1:1 Now in the first year of Cyrus king 
of Persia, that the word of Jehovah by the mouth 
of Jeremiah might be accomplished, Jehovah stirred 
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the spirit of Cy’rus king of Per’sia, that he made 
a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put 
it also in writing, saying, . 

2 Thus saith Cy’rus king of Per’sia, The Lorp 
God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of 
the earth; and he hath charged me to build him an 
house at Je-ru’sa-lem, which is in Ju’dah. 

3 Who is there among you of all his people? his 
God be with him, and let him go up to Je-ru’sa-lem, 
which is in Ju’dah, and build the house of the 
Lorp God of Is’ra-el, (he is the God,) which ts in 
Je-ru’sa-lem. 

4 And whosoever remaineth in any place where 
he sojourneth, let the men of his place help him 
with silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with 


beasts, beside the freewill offering for the house — 


of God that is*in Je-ru’sa-lem. 

5 { Then rose up the chief of the fathers of 
Ju’dah and Ben’ja-min, and the priests, and the 
Le’vites, with all them whose spirit God had raised, 
to go up to build the house of the Lorp which ts in 
Je-ru’sa-lem. 

6 And all they that were about them strengthened 
their hands with vessels of silver, with gold, with 
goods, and with beasts, and with precious things, 
beside all that was willingly offered. 

7 { Also Cy’rus the king brought forth the vessels 
of the house of the Lorp, which Neb-u-chad-nez’zar 
had brought forth out of Je-ru’sa-lem, and had 
put them in the house of his gods; 

8 Even those did Cy’rus king of Per’sia bring 
forth by the hand of Mith’re-dath the treasurer, 
and numbered them unto Shesh-baz’zar, the prince 
of Ju’dah. 


* * * * * 


11 All the vessels of gold and of silver were 
five thousand and four hundred. All these did 
Shes-baz’zar bring up with them of the captivity 
that were brought up from Bab’y-lon unto Je-ru’- 
sa-lem. 


The Time—538 B.c. 
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up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he 
made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, 
and put it also in writing, saying, 2 Thus saith 
Cyrus king of Persia, All the kingdoms of the earth 
hath Jehovah, the God of heaven, given me; and 
he hath charged me to build him a house in Jeru- 
salem, which is in Judah. 3 Whosoever there is 
among you of all his people, his God be with him, 
and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, 
and build the house of Jehovah, the God of Israel, 
(he is God,) which is in Jerusalem. 4 And who- 
soever is left, in any place where he sojourneth, 
let the men of his place help him with silver, and 
with gold, and with goods, and with beasts, be- 
sides the freewill-offering for the house of God 
which is in Jerusalem. 

5 Then rose up the heads of fathers’ houses of 
Judah and Benjamin, and the priests, and’ the 
Levites, even all whose spirit God had stirred 
to go up to build the house of Jehovah which is in 
Jerusalem. 6 And all they that were round about 
them strengthened their hands with vessels of silver, 
with gold, with goods, and with beasts, and with 
precious things, besides all that was willingly of- 
fered. 7 Also Cyrus the king brought forth the 
vessels of the house of Jehovah, which Nebuchad- 
nezzar had brought forth out of Jerusalem, and had 
put in the house of his gods; 8 even those did 
Cyrus king of Persia bring forth by the hand of 
Mithredath the treasurer, and numbered them unto 
Sheshbazzar, the prince of Judah. 

* 


* * * * 


11 All the vessels of gold and of silver were five 
thousand and four hundred. All these did Shesh- 
bazzar bring up, when they of the captivity were 
brought up from Babylon unto Jerusalem. 


The Place—Babylon. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE 
Monday, July 24 
Tuesday, July 25 
Wednesday, July 26 
Thursday, July 27 
Friday, July 28 
Saturday, July 29 
Sunday, July 30 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 


Jer. 29: 10. After seventy years. See also Jer. 
25:11. Jerusalem fell in 587 B.c. The restoration 
of the Temple was completed in 515 B.c. 

Ezra 1:1. First year of Cyrus. Cyrus the Great 
of Persia began to rule over Babylon in 539 B.c, 
Jehovah stirred up. See Isa. 44: 28; 45: 1-4, 
where Cyrus is called the ‘‘shepherd’’ of the Lord. 

8. Sheshbazzar. He is credited with laying the 
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TITLE REFERENCE 
The First Return from Exile..............-- Ezra 1: 1-11. 
The Captivity Foretold...............+.+0:: Lev. 26 : 27-36. 
The Captivity a Judgment................-. Jer. 29: 15-19. 
Captives of Sine.ts «2 iselipadasen ene a Rom. 7 : 16-25. 
Freedom. Through Christ... ... 02. .2.. 66.50.05 Rom. 8 : 1-10. 
The Captives’. Gryis4 seem Boek elas oh ols Psalm 137. 
The King’s Response... 2... esses eeceeeeeees Ps. 85: 1-9. 


foundations of the Temple in Jerusalem. See 
Ezra 5: 14-16. This is evidently the Babylonian 
name for Zerubbabel. 


THE END OF THE EXILE 


The prophets had clearly foretold that the Exile 
in Babylon would not be for always. A time limit 
was definitely set to the Jewish Captivity. See 
Jer. 25:11-13 and Ezek. 11:17; 37:12. The 
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limit was placed at seventy years. The Jews were 
fond of round numbers and the dates are not 
definitely set but the time is very accurately 
deseribed. The battle of Carchemish which made 
Babylon the supreme power took place in 605 B.c. At 
this time Nebuchadnezzar became master of. the 
world. In 539 B.c. Babylon fell before Cyrus, King 
of Persia. From 605 B.c. to 539 B.c, is about sixty- 
six years. On the other hand if we reckon from the 
destruction of the Temple at Jerusalem in 587 B.C. 
to the rebuilding of the Temple in 515 B.c. we have 
about seventy-two years. The period covers the his- 
tory of two generations of the Jews in Babylon. 


CYRUS THE GREAT 
Ezra 1:1 


The time had come in 
the providence of God 
when the Captivity of the 
Jews in Babylon should 
come to an end. In -the 
lessons which we have 
studied we have learned 
that God punished Judah 
for her sins and that the 
Babylonian Exile was 
part of that punishment. 
In Babylon the Jews 
learned much. They 
learned to hate idolatry. 
They established the syna- 
gogue and gathered much 
wisdom from the Baby- 
lonians. They learned hu- 
mility through suffering, 
and when they had 
learnea their lesson God 
prepared for their return 
to their own land. He 
raised up a deliverer in 
the person of Cyrus. Cy- 
rus was at the first king 
of a little country called 
Anshan. He soon de- 
throned the king of 
Media and united Media and Persia. In time he 
conquered all the country that later came under the 
sway of Alexander the Great, and then he turned 
his attention to Babylon. In our last lesson we 
learned of the overthrow of Babylon in connection 
with the study of Belshazzar’s feast and the hand- 
writing on the wall. 


THE DECREE OF CYRUS 
Ezra 1: 2, 3 


Cyrus was one of the greatest of men. He was 
wise, brave, and farseeing. He was not a Jew, 
nor was he a believer in the Jewish faith, but he 
was kind to all his subjects and sympathetic 
to their religions. He became God’s instrument to 
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CYRUS RETURNING THE VESSELS 
OF THE TEMPLE 
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do great things for the world. ‘‘Cyrus must be 
ranked with the greatest men of history not only 
because of high personal character, but because of 
extraordinary powers of heart and intellect and 
will. Magnanimous, tolerant, wise, daring, he 
swayed men and nations with equal ease. He had 
a genius for evoking loyalty. He made allies of 
all his conquered foes and treated all religions 
with respect because he saw in them feeble or per- 
verted attempts to worship the one true God, who 
for him was the Persian god, Ahura Mazda. He 
thus favored the god Marduk of Babylon and re- 
built the shrine, and he honored Jehovah the God 
of the Hebrews when oc- 
easion offered. Where the 
Assyrian Sargon was 
wont to conquer, deport 
to distant provinces, and 
destroy the identity of 
nations, as he did in Is- 
rael’s case; and where the 
policy of the Babylonian 
Nebuchadnezzar was to 
deport but preserve peo- 
ples, as he did in Judah’s 
ease; the Persian Cyrus 
sought to restore all con- 
quered and deported peo- 
ples to their native lands 
and there develop their 
local customs and  re- 
ligions, so that they might 
bless the land that pros- 
pered them. ’’ 


THE JEWS WHO 
REMAINED 


Ezra 1: 4 


The edict of Cyrus was 
issued in 538 B.c. The 
Psalms give us some little 
idea of the great joy 
which filled the hearts of 
the’ exiles when they 
found out that they were 
free to return to their own homeland. Psalm 126 
is a song of praise born of this great deliverance. 

Many old people who had come later in the 
Captivity would have glad hearts. There would be 
many who had never seen Jerusalem and held its 
glory only in memory from their parents. Some 
would refuse to return. Life in Babylon had been 
prosperous. They had mingled their life with that 
of Babylon, the children had married and the only 
home they knew was there. Some had forsaken 
God altogether and gone over to the worship of 
Babylon’s god Marduk with his great temple. 
Many of the wealthy refused to leave. 

Cyrus, however, ordered that those who re- 
mained in Babylon should give financial help to 
those who were to return to Jerusalem. Those 
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who returned to build the Temple should be sup- 
ported by those who remained in the land and were 
possessed of means. 

‘Whosoever is left,’’ said Cyrus, ‘‘in any place 
where he sojourneth, let the men of his place help 
him with silver, and with gold, and with goods, and 
with beasts, besides the freewill- offering for the 
house of God which is in Jerusalem.’ 


THE RETURN TO JERUSALEM 
Ezra 1: 5, 6 
There are always those whom God selects for 
leadership. When the way was open for the peo- 
ple to return to Jerusalem it was found that the 
heads of the house of Judah and Benjamin, to: 


gether with the priests and the Levites, were ready © 


to lead them out on their perilous enterprise. It 
was a journey of nine hundred miles across the 
desert. They were going back to an almost desolate 
land. The first group would consist of the leaders, 
the priests, and the Levites, together with their 
families and their servants. History tells us that 
Cyrus aided them with gifts of money and ordered 
his governors to give the pilgrims all the help in 
their power. The chief expense, however, was met 
by the wealthy Jews who refused to leave the land 
where they had amassed their wealth. The Bible 
tells us that it was a band of forty thousand that 
left Babylon. ‘‘We can imagine the mingled joy 
and grief with which the exiles greeted their holy 
city. There were some in the band who as children 
had played about its streets; and now with tottering 
steps they led the others through the ruined gates, 
over the heaps of former walls and houses until 
they stood within the sacred precinct on Mount 
Moriah and found the great rock of sacrifice. This 
was the focal point of all their thinking and the 
true goal of their pilgrimage. Here they scraped 
aside the débris of fifty years, rolled together a 
few stones for an altar, and once more offered an 
oblation to Jehovah on the spot where he had ‘set 
his name.’ Now at last they had reéstablished 
connection between earth and heaven. Once more 
were they Jehovah’s.people, and Jehovah would 
now fulfill all the visions seen by his prophets of 
a new Jerusalem, the joy of the whole earth, and 
of scattered peoples flocking to it.’’ 


THE GENEROSITY OF CYRUS 
Ezra 1: 7-11 


Not only did Cyrus permit the people to go but 
he made possible the rebuilding of the Temple at 
Jerusalem. In our last lesson we read how Belshaz- 
zar drank wine from the stolen vessels of the 
Temple, and now we read how Cyrus gathered up 
everything that Nebuchadnezzar had taken from 
the Temple and restored it to the rightful owners. 
It was an act of great generosity and encouraged 
these returning exiles to proceed with their difficult 
plans. The record of these vessels of gold and sil- 
ver reads like a tale of romance. ‘‘ Thirty platters 
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of gold, a thousand platters of silver, nine and 
twenty knives, thirty bowls of gold, silver bowls 
of a second sort four hundred and ten, and other 
vessels a thousand. All the vessels of gold and of 
silver were five thousand and four hundred.’’ 

God’s influence is not confined to one nation or 
to one race. Cyrus was God’s instrument. doing his 
will, but he did not belong to the Hebrew people. 
Cyrus was a Persian, a worshiper of a heathen god, 
yet Jehovah used him as his helper, and planned his 
life. Quoting the words of Isaiah about Cyrus, 
‘‘T will gird thee, though thou hast not known me,’’ 
Dr, Bushnell preached his great sermon, ‘‘ Every 
He stated in the 
sermon that God had a definite life plan for every 
human person. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. How long did the Babylonian Exile last? 

2. Who was the deliverer of the Jews from Exile? 

3. What led Cyrus to help the Jews return to 
Jerusalem ? 

4, What help did Cyrus give the returning 
exiles? 

5. Why did the Jews wish to take back with them 
the Temple vessels? 

6. What lessons did the Jews learn in Babylon? 


The Intermediate Catechism 

Q. 41. After what manner did Jesus Christ teach 
us to pray? 

A. Jesus Christ taught us to pray after this man- 
ner: 

‘‘Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done. 
in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we for- 
give our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory for ever. Amen.?? 
Matt. 6: 9-13. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 

1. What was the purposs of the Babylonian 
Exile? 

2. What motives ramped Cyrus to let the Jews 
return to Jerusalem? 

3. How were the returning exiles supported ? 

4. What lessons did the exiles learn in Babylon? 

5. Why did not all the Jews in Babylon return 
to Jerusalem? 

6. Who were the leaders of the returning exiles 
to Jerusalem? 


The Shorter Catechism 

Q. 87. What is repentance unto life? 

_A. Repentance unto life is a saving grace, whereby 
a sinner, out of a true sense of his sin, and appre- 
hension of the mercy of God in Christ, doth, with 
grief and hatred of his sin, turn from it unto God, 
with full purpose of, and endeavor after, new obedi- 
ence, 
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‘THE TEMPLE REBUILT AND DEDICATED 


THE GOLDEN TEXT—“My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of Jehovah.” 
—-Ps. 84: 2. 


TEXT OF LESSON, Ezra 3: 10-13; 6: 14-16 


For entire lesson, 


COMMON VERSION 


Ch. 3: 10 And when the builders laid the foun- 
dation of the temple of the Lorp, they set the 
priests in their apparel with trumpets, and the Le’- 
vites the sons of A’saph with cymbals, to praise 
the Lorp, after the ordinance of Da’vid king of 
Is’ra-el, 

11 And they sang together by course in praising 
and giving thanks unto the Lorp; because he is 
good, for his mercy endureth for ever toward Is’- 
ra-el. And all the people shouted with a great 
shout, when they praised the Lorp, because the 
foundation of the house of the Lorp was laid. 

12 But many of the priests and Le’vites and chief 
of the fathers, who were ancient men, that had 
seen the first house, when the foundation of this 
house was laid before their eyes, wept with a loud 
voice; and many shouted aloud for joy: 

13 So that the people could not discern the noise 


* of the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping 


of the people: for the people shouted with a loud 
shout, and the noise was heard afar off. 


* ® % * * 


Ch. 6:14 And the elders of the Jews builded, 
and they prospered through the prophesying of 


Hag’ga-i the prophet and Zech-a-ri’ah the son of: 


Id’do. And they builded, and finished it, according 
to the -ommandment of the God of Is’ra-el, and ac- 
cording to the commandment of Cy’rus, and Da- 
ri’/us, and Ar-tax-erx’es king of Per’sia. 

15 And this house was finished on the third 
day of the month A’dar, which was in the sixth 
year of the reign of Da-ri’us the king. 

16 { And the children of Is’ra-el, the priests, and 
the Le’vites, and the rest of the children of the 
captivity, kept the dedication of this house of God 
with joy. 


The Time—538-515 B.c. 


see Hzra, chs. 3 to 6 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 


Ch. 3: 10 And when the builders laid the founda- 
tion of the temple of Jehovah, they set the priests 
in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites the 
sons of Asaph with cymbals, to praise Jehovah, 
after the order of David king of Israel. 11 And 
they sang one to another in praising and giving 
thanks unto Jehovah, saying, For he is good, for 
his lovingkindness endureth for ever toward Israel. 
And all the people shouted with a great shout, when 
they praised Jehovah, because the foundation of 
the house of Jehovah was laid. 12 But many of the 
priests and Levites and heads of fathers’ houses, 
the old men that had seen the first house, when the 
foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, 
wept with a loud voice; and many shouted aloud 
for joy: 13 so that the people could not discern 
the noise of the shout of joy from the noise of the 
weeping of the people; for the people shouted with 
a loud shout, and the noise was heard afar off. 
* * * * * 

Ch. 6: 14 And the elders of the Jews builded and 
prospered, through the prophesying of Haggai the 
prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they 
builded and finished it, according to the command- 
ment of the God of Israel, and according to the 
decree of Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of 
Persia. 15 And this house was finished on the 
third day of the month Adar, which was in the 
sixth year of the reign of Darius the king. 

16 And the children of Israel, the priests 
and the Levites, and the rest of the children of the 
captivity, kept the dedication of this house of God 
with joy. 


The Place—Jerusalem. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 

Ch. 3:10. The order of David. See I Chron. 
16: 4-6; ch. 25. They followed the plan of David 
for the Temple service. 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 

RNS SAR OT a: | ae ie reer See ena aa Rebuilding theclemplesox: 4h a er Ezra 3: 8-13. 

Tuesday, eck TRA LS tM wish Scot Mn SEs 2 Dedicating the Leniple<.c 2.) ws te. -<s Bee Hizra 6 : 13-22. 

Damen ay MAUGIBE 2. A oo nh «tind wie y o> The Greatness of the-Temple? a. ..-25...4-.: II Chron, 2: 1-10. 

MERIAUTON MUSE es rr. tea. sae f Gon's- Dwelling Plate £05 eseer aan I Kings 8 : 5-11. 

Berta, AUpiStIe lt ee ETT MElOMON 6 PEayerits cca Pit tice asad s: bine bak ae I Kings 8 : 22-30. 

Saturday, PMI cote he eg tet A st. The Temple Destroyed..... fein ren ae re II Kings 25: 8-17. 
_ Sunday, August Cree ath are eels O. oAtete Praise: the: Remple-t7 wots sea as aie Psalm 100. 


The singing of the Temple 
See Isa. 6: 3. ‘‘One cried 


11. One to another. 
music was antiphonal. 
unto another.’’ 


12. Wept with a loud voice. The old men who 
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had remembered the first Temple wept because of 
the contrast. The new Temple was mean and in- 
adequate. 

Ch. 6:14. Artaxerxes. King of Persia from 
465 to 425 B.c. He donated much treasure for the 
Temple. See ch. 7. 

15. The month Adar. The latter half of Febru- 
ary and the first part of March. The sixth year. 
The Temple was started for the second time in 
520 B.c. and took five years to finish. 


THE RETURNING EXILES 


The return of the Jews from Babylon to Jeru- 
salem was like a second Exodus. There were how- 
ever many differences. In the first place while 
they were permitted to leave Babylon for Jeru- 
salem they were still to be under the authority of 
the Persian king. Judea was a province of Persia 
and there they would be subject to’ Persian laws 
and Persian authority. In the second place there 
was no great leader like Moses to guide and direct 
them. They had as their leaders Zerubbabel and 
Joshua, or Jeshua, who later became a high priest. 
These were good men but not great men. It is 
more than likely that ‘‘Sheshbazzar the prince of 
Judah’’ to whom Cyrus gave the sacred vessels of 
the Temple is the same as Zerubbabel. See ch. 
Ds, Oso. 50s 

It was a wonderful caravan that left Babylon for 
Jerusalem. Chapter 2 of the Book of Ezra and 
ch. 7 of the Book of Nehemiah give a complete 
list of the returning exiles. They are given in fine 
order, showing that all through the Captivity the 
Jews kept up some kind of organization and re- 
mained true to their family and tribe traditions. 
The total came to 42,360, besides 7337 servants. 
It was a very large and important expedition. It 
would take such a caravan several months to make 
the journey, for the distance was about nine hun- 
dred miles, and we read in Ezra 7: 8, 9 that it 
took Ezra four months to cover the distance. The 
road was through a dreary desert and it would 
take the resources and skill of those in command 
to feed and care for that great traveling multitude. 
They were, however, willing travelers and among 
them, we read, there were ‘‘two hundred singing 
men and singing women.’’ If you will read 
Psalm 126 or Psalm 127, you will get a good idea 
of the songs they sang. 


THE FOUNDATION LAID 
Ezra 3: 10-12 


As soon as the people reached Judea they re- 
stored the altar, and in the second year of their resi- 
dence the foundations of the Temple itself were laid. 
Meanwhile there had been much to do. All the 
revenue they had secured had gone for labor and 
material, for masons and carpenters had to be 
secured and costly wood had to be brought from the 
Lebanon forest. While all this went on, the people 
had to be fed and money had to be made, and so 
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the fields were plowed and planted and vines were 
trained and gardens were cultivated, and when the 
harvest was reaped it was abundant. When every- 
thing was completed the foundation was dedicated 
by the priests. The service was carefully planned. 
‘‘The priests in their new white vestments sound 
their silver trumpets, and the choir of Levites, the 
sons of Asaph, clang their brazen cymbals.’’ The 
service followed exactly the order prepared by 
David. | 


THE OLD AND THE YOUNG 
Ezra 3:12, 13 
There were some, however, in the great multi- 


tude who did not sing. They could not sing for 


weeping. Their tears choked their words. Some- 
times we weep for joy. The old people who had as 
little children played in the streets of Jerusalem 
were too happy to sing when they saw the founda- 


tions of the new Temple well and truly laid. But. 


perhaps there was another reason. These old men 
were disappointed. They remembered the glory and 
the gold of the Temple of Solomon and they saw 
before their eyes the mean and inadequate appoint- 
ments of the new Temple, and as they thought of 
the contrast, they wept. 


THE TEMPLE DELAYED 
Ezra, chs, 4, 5 
(These connecting chapters should be read.) 
The foundation of the Temple had been securely 


‘laid and it was the hope of the builders that the 


Temple itself would soon be completed. But such 
was not to be the case. Opposition arose and for 
a while the work ceased. The opposition arose from 
‘<the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin.’’ These 
men probably lived in the north and belonged to the 
inhabitants who had settled there when Israel had 
been destroyed by the Assyrians. Although they 
worshiped the God of Israel their worship was prob- 
ably idolatrous. They, however, heard that the Jews 
were building the Temple at Jerusalem and ap- 
proached Zerubbabel with the request that they 
be allowed to help. This seemed a reasonable re- 
quest but it was denied. The Jews had their own 
reasons and events seem to justify their action. 
The request denied, the adversaries became bitter 
and appealed to the Persian king, stating that the 
Jews were building in order to rebel. The work 
was stopped. Cyrus had passed from power and the 
new Persian king had other things to attend to. So 
for a period of years the work was left unfinished. 

This state of affairs continued until one day 
the people were startled by the voices of two 
prophets calling the people to the task of finishing 
the Temple. These two prophets were Haggai and 
Zechariah. The burden of their message was: 
‘“This is the word of Jehovah unto Zerubbabel, 
saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my 
Spirit, saith Jehovah of hosts. Who art thou, O 
great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt be- 
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come a plain; and he shall bring forth the top 
stone with shoutings of Grace, grace, unto it.’’ 
The people responded to the call and in a new 
spirit set to work to finish the task. They were 
again opposed, but the Jews appealed to Darius, 
the Persian king, who found Cyrus’ decree and 
not only gave his permission that the Temple be 
finished, but gave help and assistance out of the 
royal treasury. In 515 B.c. the Temple was finished 
It is interesting to note that the zeal which en- 
abled the people to proceed to the completion of 
their task was made possible not by the governor 
or the king, but by the word of the prophets who 
were the preachers of their day. ‘There is no 
greater power on earth than good, true preaching. 
If a boy wants to invest his life well, let him be 
a preacher of the everlasting gospel. 


THE TEMPLE DEDICATED 
Ezra 6: 14-16 


The lesson gives the credit for the finishing of the 
Temple to the prophets Haggai and Zechariah. The 
world is ruled by men of mind and idea. The pro- 
phet was the preacher of his age, and it is the work 
of the preacher to inspire others to service. It 
has always been a preacher who has led the world 
to do and to dare. Think of Savonarola, Paul, 
Luther, Knox, Wesley, and General Booth. There 
is more power in a sermon than there is in a whole 
battalion of soldiers. The building was finished 
and ready for dedication. The story of the dedi- 
eation is briefly told. It is short in comparsion 
with the long ritual connected with the building of 
the Temple of Solomon. The record reads, ‘‘ And the 
children. of Israel, the priests and the Levites, and 
the rest of the children of the captivity, kept the 
dedication of this house of God with joy.’’ After 
years of absence, and years of trying labor and 
much sacrifice, the house of God was completed and 
dedicated with joy. There was doubtless a great 
service and the record of the sacrifices is given us 
to read. Dedication means setting apart for God. 
We can dedicate churches and schools and homes, 
but above all we can dedicate to him our own lives. 
‘“Know ye not that ye are a temple of God, and 
that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any 
man destroyeth the temple of God, him shall God 


Esther Saves Her People 


August 13, 1922 


destroy; for the temple of God is holy, and such 
are ye.’” 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 

1. How many exiles returned to Jerusalem? 

2. How was the money secured to build the 
Temple? 

3. What was the first thing the returned exiles 
did? 

4, Why was the rebuilding of the Temple so 
long delayed? 

5. What part had the prophets in the rebuilding 
of the Temple? 

6. In the story of the rebuilding of the Temple, 
what interests you most? 


The Intermediate Catechism 
Q. 42. How did Jesus Christ encourage us to 


pray? 
A. Jesus Christ encouraged us to pray by his 
promise: ‘‘If ye abide in me, and my words abide 


in you, ask whatsoever ye will, and it shall be done 
unto you.’’ John 15: 7. 

Q. 43. How does God answer our prayers? 

A. God answers our prayers, not always as we 
expect, but as is best for us and for his kingdom. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 

1. Why did the Jews first restore the altar? 

2. Give the names of those who led in the re- 
building of the Temple. 

3. Why did the old people weep when the foun- 
dations were laid? 

4, Why did the Jews refuse the help of the people 
from the North? 

5. Why did Darius encourage the Jews to com- 
plete the Temple? *“ 

6. Was the religion of the Jews a joyful reli- 
gion? Give reasons. 


The Shorter Catechism 

Q. 88. What are the outward and ordinary means 
whereby Christ communicateth to us the benefits of 
redemption? 

A. The outward and ordinary means whereby 
Christ communicateth to us the benefits of redemp- 
tion are, his ordinances, especially the Word, sac- 
raments, and prayer; all which are made effectual 
to the elect for salvation. 


Lesson VII—ESTHER SAVES HER PEOPLE 


THE GOLDEN TEXT—“The righteous cried, and Jehovah heard, 
And delivered them out of all their troubles.” 


—Ps. 34:17. 


TEXT OF LESSON, Esth. 4:10 to 5:3 
For entire lesson, see The Book of Esther 


COMMON VERSION 


Ch. 4:10 § Again Es’ther spake unto Ha’tach, 
and gave him commandment unto Mor’de-cai; 


AMERICAN. STANDARD BIBLE 


Ch. 4:10 Then Esther spake unto Hathach, and 
gave him a message unto Mordecai, saying: 11 
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11 All the king’s servants, and the people of 
the king’s provinces, do know, that whosoever, 
whether man or woman, shall come unto the king 
into the inner court, who is not called, there is one 
law of his to put him to death, except such to 
whom the king shall hold out the golden sceptre, 
that he may live: but I have not been called to 
come in unto the king these thirty days. 

12 And they told to Mor’de-cai Es’ther’s words. 


13 Then Mor’de-cai commanded to answer Es’- 
ther, Think not with thyself that thou shalt escape 
in the king’s house, more than all the Jews. 

14 For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at 
this time, then shall there enlargement and de- 
liverance arise to the Jews from another place; 
but thou and thy father’s house shall be destroyed: 
and who knoweth whether thou art come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this? 


15 { Then Es’ther bade them return Mor’de-cai 
this answer, 

16 Go, gather together all the Jews that are 
present in Shu’shan, and fast ye for me, and 
neither eat nor drink three days, night or day: I 
also and my maidens will fast likewise; and so 
will I go in unto the king, which ts not according to 
the law: and if I perish, I perish. : 


17 So Mor’de-cai went his way, and did accord- 
ing to all that Es’ther had commanded him. 

Ch. 5: 1 Now it came to pass on the third day, 
that Es’ther put on her royal apparel, and stood in 
the inner court of the king’s house, over against 
the king’s house: and the king sat upon his royal 
throne in the royal house, over against the gate 
of the house. 

2 And it’ was so when the king saw Es’ther the 
queen standing in the court that she obtained 
favour in his sight: and the king held out to 
KEs’ther the golden sceptre that was in his hand. So 
Ks’ther drew near, and touched the top of the 
sceptre. 


3 Then said the king unto her, What wilt thou, 
queen Es’ther? and what ts thy request? it shall 
be even given thee to the half of the kingdom. 


The Time—About 475 B.c. 
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All the king’s servants, and the people of the king’s 
provinces, do know, that whosoever, whether man 
or woman, shall come unto the king into the inner 
court, who is not called, there is one law for him, 
that he be put to death, except those to whom the 
king shall hold out the golden sceptre, that he may 
live: but I have not been called to come in unto 
the king these thirty days. 12 And they told to 
Mordecai Esther’s words. ; 

13 Then Mordecai bade them return answer unto 
Esther. Think not with thyself that thou shalt 
escape in the king’s house, more than all the Jews. 
14 For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at 


- this time, then will relief and deliverance arise to 


the Jews from another place, but thou and thy 
father’s house will perish: and who knowest 
whether thou art not come to the kingdom for such 
a time as this? 15 Then Esther bade them return 
answer unto Mordecai, 16 Go, gather together all 
the Jews that are present in Shushan, and fast ye 
for me, and neither eat nor drink three days, night 
or day: I also and my maidens will fast in like 
manner; and so will I go in unto the king, which 
is not according to the law: and if I perish, I 
perish. 17 So Mordecai went his way, and did 
according to all that Esther had commanded him. 

‘Ch. 5: 1 Now it came to pass on the third day, 
that Esther put on her royal apparel, and stood in 
the inner court of the king’s house, over against 
the king’s house: and the king sat upon his 
royal throne in the royal house, over against 
the entrance of the house. 2 And it was so, when 
the king saw Esther the queen standing in the 
court, that she obtained favor in his sight; and 
the king held out to Esther the golden sceptre 
that was in his hand. So Esther drew near, and 
touched the top of the sceptre. 3 Then said the 
king unto her, What wilt thou, queen Esther? and 
what is thy request? it shall be given thee even to 
the half of the kingdom. 


The Place—Shushan in Persia. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, ‘August 72 ic. ae see eee The Feast.of.Ahaagueris. 37s 4 ok ee Esth. 1: 1-8. 
Tuesday, August;:8 24.4208 pis plat. Patines ok Vashtiithe: Queenie fois A. a hegti ota atts Esth. 1 : 9-12. 
Wednesday, August 9% 0,098. Ah Vas eee Esther -Choserl Queen’. fa.05 0. ee SBE eae Esth. 2 : 15-20. 
Thursday, Avigusts 10g 8 dtc sree tasters oo Haman’sa Plot 25 satis ea at ee ae ees Hatha o.2 See 
Friday, ‘Augusty1). 2)ceceeda etal dare etn Hether's’ Courspes 0 te es Vette Esth. 4:10 to 5:3 
Saturday, ‘August ‘12:47... oe ee ae Esther Tyrrmpl tae ok tae co peas tee Esth. 8 : 3-8. 
Sunday;-Angnst 13.0. coin waets etc Guardian Angels. sts set Gres av ei ath cee Ps. 34: 1-8. 


THE BOOK OF ESTHER 
The Book of Esther contains one of the most 
wonderful stories in the world. It is a perfect 
unity and no part of the story can be understood 
without knowing the entire book. The time of the 


events described in the book is definitely known, for | 


the story begins with the words, ‘‘ Now it came 
to pass in the days of Ahasuerus (this is Ahasuerus 
who reigned from India even unto Ethiopia, over 
a hundred and seven and twenty provinces),’’ 
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This Ahasuerus is better known by the name of 
Xerxes and was king over Persia 486-466 B.c. We 
are not told who wrote the book, but whoever he 
was, he knew Persian customs and was acquainted 
with the condition of the Jews during the Baby- 
lonian Captivity. Esther is the only book in the 
Bible that does not mention the name of God, but 
the leading and guidance of God are evident 
through all the story. The Jews classed the Book 
of Esther with the Song 
of Songs, Ruth, Lament- 
ations, and Ecclesiastes 
in what they called the 
‘‘Five Rolls,’’? but Es- 
ther was held in such 
high esteem by the Jews 
that it was called ‘‘the 
Roll,’’? and annually at 
the feast of Purim, 
which it celebrates, it 
was read. It shows us 
the danger in which the 
exiled Jews always 
lived. Their lives and 
- future were never safe, 
and yet their bravery 
and _ their cleverness 
guided. by God gave 
them the mastery of 
their circumstances and 
victory over their ene- 
mies. 


AHASUERUS THE 
KING 


The empire of Persia 
began wreh Cyrus in 
539. Two kings, Camby- 
ses and Darius, had suc- 
ceeded and now the 
fourth king of Persia, 
Xerxes, called Ahasue- 
rus by the Jews, was on 
the throne. He is well 
known in history. In 
490 sB.c. Darius the 
father of Xerxes had 
been defeated by the 
Greeks at Marathon. In 
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480 s.c. Xerxes had 
been defeated at the 
pass of Thermopyle. 


That same year the fleet of Xerxes had been crushed 
in the battle of Salamis near Athens. Those were 
great days and history was being made. The empire 
of Persia stretched from India to Egypt, and per- 
haps it was preceding one of his great military 


adventures against Greece, that the royal feast 


with which the Book of Esther begins, was held. 
The story belongs between the sixth and seventh 
chapters of Ezra, sixty-three years after the first 
exiles returned to Jerusalem, and seventeen years 
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before Ezra’s return which will be studied in our 
next lesson. 
THE ROYAL FEAST 

Some great event was being celebrated and the 
king had arranged a feast for the princes of the 
empire. This feast lasted for one hundred and 
eighty days. After that he made a feast for the 
people of Shushan, where the palace was located, 
and small and great, rich and poor, were invited. 
It lasted seven days, and 
wine flowed like water, 
and revelry ran riot. It 
was a ‘‘drinking 
feast,’’ perhaps a wed- 
ding feast. There was 
no restraint and every 
man drank as he pleased. 
We already have seen 
what drink did to Bel- 
shazzar, and this is an- 
other example of Gentile 
debauchery. When the 
king had lost his senses 
he commanded that 
Vashti the queen should 
be publicly displayed in 
order that her beauty 
might be admired. Such 
a procedure was not out 
of keeping with the cus- 
tom of the times, but 
Vashti refused to obey. 
We admire her courage 
but when we read that 
she, too, had been hold- 
ing a feast, and that she 
had been drinking, we 
are not so apt to give 
her credit for any great 
degree of purity or 
moral purpose. The 
queen was judged to be 
unworthy. Her example 
of disobedience could 
not be tolerated. The 
queen’s example would 
be followed by the 
women of the kingdom, 
and Vashti was forth- 
with dethroned and pub- 
liely disgraced, This is 
the reward that follows 
Drink leads down into 
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a life of selfish pleasure. 
disgrace and darkness. 


ESTHER THE QUEEN 


Time passed and Ahasuerus sobered and alone, 
desired a new queen. He issued a command that ali 
the fairest maidens of his province should appear 
before him so that he might choose the fairest for 
his queen. Among those who came was a Jewish 
girl called Hadassah, which means ‘‘myrtle.’’ She 
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surpassed all her rivals and was chosen queen and 

called by the name of Esther. She had been an 
orphan girl brought up by her cousin Mordecai, 
who bade her conceal the fact that she was a 
J ewess. 


THE PLOT AGAINST THE JEWS 

The favorite minister of the Persian king was 
Haman. He has been called the Herod of the Old 
Testament. He was cruel, treacherous, and cun- 
ning. He had lost his head because of the honor 
that had come to him and the only bitterness in his 
life was because of the fact that Mordecai who sat 
at the king’s gate refused to bow down before him 
and do homage at his approach. Now Mordecai 


was a Jew, and Haman conceived the dreadful idea 


of killing off all the Jews in order to get rid 
of Mordecai. For some reason the Jews have 
always suffered persecution. The reason perhaps 
lay within themselves, their habits, customs, and 
peculiarities. Haman, therefore, when he complained 
of them to the king, received permission to ‘‘do with 
them as it seemeth good to thee,’’ So it was ar- 
ranged that on a certain day all Jews, men, women, 
and children, should be slain. We shudder at the 
thought of such cold-blooded cruelty and then we 
remember Turkey and Germany and the massacre 
of the Armenians by thousands and we know that 
unless redeemed by the love of God the human heart 
is cruel. Mordecai heard of the plot and prepared 
to present the case to Esther the queen and eall 
upon her to save her people. The decree had gone 
forth. 
THE APPEAL OF ESTHER 

Esther had been queen for five years and during 
all that time had never made known the fact that 
she was a Jewess. At this time Mordecai, clothed 
in sackcloth, had gone weeping through the city 
and had come to the king’s gate where tidings of 
his condition reached Esther in the palace. Morde- 
cai sent to Esther the message that she herself 
must appear before the king and plead for the life 
of her people. Esther answered that such a thing 
was impossible, for she was not permitted to appear 
before the king unless called for and no invitation 
had come to her for thirty days. Mordecai made 
a quick and startling reply: ‘‘Think not with thy- 
self that thou shalt.escape in the king’s house, more 
than all the Jews. For if thou altogether holdest thy 
peace at this time, then will relief and deliverance 
arise to the Jews from another place, but thou and 
thy father’s house will perish: and who knoweth 
whether thou art not come to the kingdom for such 
a time as this?’’ Esther was at the parting of the 
ways. She could remain in peace and do nothing, 
or she could do her duty and probably lose her 
place. She hesitated only for a moment and sent 
back to Mordecai the heroic answer, ‘‘Go, gather 
together all the Jews that are present in Shushan, 
and fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink three 
days, night or day: I also and my maidens will fast 
in like manner; and so will I go in unto the king, 
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which is not according to the law: and if I perish, I 
perish.’’ It was a noble answer and worthy of 
Esther and gave her a place forever among the 
great souls of history. 


THE ANSWER TO PRAYER 

Although the Book of Esther makes no mention of 
God, nevartheless, he is everywhere present. Esther 
commanded Mordecai to fast, and she herself and 
her attendants fasted. This was done for three 
days. She did not depend upon her beauty or her 
charm, but upon God, and the rest of the story 
shows how wonderfully God answered her prayer 
and the prayers of her people. On the third day 
she appeared, a vision of beauty, among the cur- 
tains of the throne room, and captured the heart 
of the king who held out to her the golden scepter, 
the symbol of welcome. She was promised her 


request before it was made, but Esther was wise 


and shrewd and she had planned her program. She 
invited the king and Haman to a banquet. Some- 
thing warned her at the banquet to delay and so 
she asked the king and Haman to return again to 
a second feast with her. That night something ~ 
happened. The king was sleepless, and as his - 
servants read to him from the historical records 
he found that one Mordecai had once saved his life 
and had never been rewarded. Next day the king 
caught Haman in a trap. He was asked what 
should be done to the man whom the king wished 
to honor. Thinking he himself was that man he 
proposed a royal procession in his honor, and was 
overwhelmed with humiliation when he found the 
man was Mordecai. That night the queen boldly 
presented her request. She asked for her own life 
and the life of her people against whom an enemy 
had plotted. ‘‘Who is he, and where is he, that 
durst presume in his heart to do so?’’ asked the 
king, and Esther pointed to Haman. Already 
Haman had prepared a gallows on which to hang 
Mordecai when the day of the proposed mas- 
sacre came around and upon that same gallows 
Haman was hanged. Mordecai was put in Haman’s 
place, but the Jews were not yet saved. Encouraged 
by her success and favor in the king’s sight Esther 
again appealed for the life of her people and she 
was given her heart’s desire. The king issued a 
decree and sent it out through all the provinces, 
giving to the Jews the right to defend themselves 
with the sword. The first decree was not recalled 
but the second decree opened for them the door of 
escape. What followed is very strange and hard 
to explain. Esther and her people took cruel ven- 
geance upon their enemies. She pleaded for an 
extra day of vengeance and begged that the ten 
sons of Haman who were dead should be publicly 
impaled. The Jews to this day celebrate this de- 
liverance in the feast of Purim. 


ALL LIFE IS AN OPPORTUNITY 


Esther was the saviour of her people. Her life 
was planned by God. She was made queen, not to 
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enjoy power, but to be in the place of power for 
her people’s sake. Mordecai’s words to Hsther 
may be applied to each one of us, ‘‘ Who knoweth 
whether thou art not come to the kingdom for such 
a time as this?’’ ‘‘ These words instantly give the 
whole career of Esther a new and solemn meaning. 
It was, then, not for nothing that she was queen, 
and it was not an accident that had set her upon 
the throne. This was the crisis to which, through- 
out the brilliant, happy years, she had all uncon- 
sciously been borne; and now she was to prove to 
the world whether she was a queen in name only 
or also in deed and truth. The honor of queen she 
had enjoyed; the higher honor of the heroine she 
had yet to achieve. The appeal of Mordecai 
flashed a light upon her destiny. In a moment 
she saw the drift of the past, the meaning of the 
present, the vastness of the opportunity; and she 
swiftly made up her mind. ‘I will go,’ she said. 
‘Let all the Jews fast for me; and, though it is 
against the law, I will appear before the king; 
and if I perish, I perish.’ ’’ 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Who was Ahasuerus and when did he reign? 

2. Who were Vashti, Mordecai, and Haman? 

3. Why did Esther hide her Jewish origin? 

4, What was Haman’s purpose in wishing to 
slay all Jews? | 
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5. How did Esther play the part of the heroine? 
6. What were Esther’s virtues and her faults? 


The Intermediate Catechism 
Q. 44. How should we valué membership in the 
Church ? 
A. We should value membership in the Church as 
a means of obeying and honoring Christ, of guard- 
ing and strengthening our Christian life, and of 
doing good to others. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 

1, In what way did God make use of Esther? 

2. Why were the Jews so persecuted? 

3. What qualities do you most admire in Esther? 

4, Why is Haman called ‘‘the Herod of the Old 
Testament’’? 

5. Although the name of God is not found in 
Esther, what evidence is there that God is recog- 
nized ? 

6. What is meant by the feast of Purim? 


The Shorter Catechism 

Q. 89. How is the Word made effectual to salva- 
tion? 

A. The Spirit of God maketh the reading, but 
especially the preaching, of the Word, an effectual 
means of convincing and converting sinners, and of 
building them up in holiness and comfort through 
faith unto salvation. 


Lesson VIII—THE SECOND RETURN FROM EXILE 


THE GOLDEN TEXT—‘“The hand of our Aes is upon all them that seek him, for good.” 
, —Ezra 8: 22. 


TEXT OF LESSON, Ezra 7:10; 8: 21-23, 31, 32 


For entire lesson, see Ezra, chs. 7, 8 


COMMON VERSION 


Ch. 7: 10 For Ez’ra had prepared his heart to 
seek the law of the Lorp, and to do it, and to teach 
in Is’ra-el statutes and judgments. 

* * % * * 


Ch. 8: 21 § Then I proclaimed a fast there, at 
the river of A-ha’va, that we might afflict ourselves 
before our God, to seek of him a right way for us, 
and for our little ones, and for all our substance. 

22 For I was ashamed to. require of the king a 
band of soldiers and horsemen to help us against 
the enemy in the way: because we had spoken unto 
the king, saying, The hand of our God ts upon all 
them for good that seek him; but his power and 
his wrath is against all them that forsake him. 

23 So we fasted and besought our God for this: 
and he was intreated of us. 

* * * * * 


31 § Then we departed from the river of A-ha’va 
on the twelfth day of the first month, to go unto 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 


Ch. 7: 10 For Ezra had set his heart to seek the 
law of Jehovah, and to do it, and to teach in Israel 
statutes and ordinances. 

% * * * * 


Ch. 8: 21 Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the 
river Ahava, that we might humble ourselves before 
our God, to seek of him a straight way for us, and 
for our little ones, and for all our substance. 22 For 
I was ashamed to ask of the king a band of sol- 
diers and horsemen to help us against the enemy 
in the way, because we had spoken unto the king, 
saying, The hand of our God is upon all them that 
seek him, for good; but his power and his wrath 
is against all them that forsake him. 23 So we 
fasted and besought our God for this: and he was 
entreated of us. 

% * * * * 


31 Then we departed from the river Ahava on 
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ENCAMPMENT 


Je-ru’sa-lem: and the hand of our God was upon us, 
and he delivered us from the hand of the enemy, 
and of such as lay in wait by the way. 


32 And we came to Je-ru’sa-lem, and abode 


there three days. 
The Time—458 B.c. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


TITLE 


DATE 


Monday, August 14 
Tuesday, August 15 
Wednesday, August 16 
Thursday, August 17 
Friday, August 18 
Saturday, August 19 
Sunday, August 20 


THE SITUATION AT JERUSALEM 


The second group of eaptives left Babylon for 
Jerusalem about eighty years after the return of 
the first captives. 

Eighty years covers a long stretch of history, 
and after eighty years the situation at Jerusalem 
was deplorable, The returning exiles under Zerub- 
babel had managed to complete the Temple and 
to dedicate it. But it was an unworthy and mean 
structure. Meanwhile the city was in ruins and 
the walls were level with the ground. These Jews 
began well but grew weak and indifferent as the 
years went by. They first of all refused to have 
anything to do with the Samaritan people to the 
north and denied to them any privilege in rebuild- 
ing the Temple. and the holy city. But later they 
allowed themselves to be drawn into the alliance 
with their heathen neighbors, to marry their chil- 
dren to heathen women, and in time the Jewish 
colony which had returned from Babylon with 
such high hopes had settled down to a careless 
and worldly way. It was a sad ending to such a 
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Moses Called to Leadership............... Tix 3 1ek0; 
~baniahig. Cali 25. RA ees a ee Isa. 6: 1-12. 
The, Call of sSaulot eva a. wel ne ap tae © ae Acts 9: 1-9. 
vera for Delmerance, > wi. aoe or ee Pa: 107. 24-83 
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IN THE DESERT 


the twelfth day of the first month, to go unto Jeru- 
salem: and the hand of our God was upon us, and 
he delivered us from the hand of the enemy and the 
lier-in-wait by the way. 32 And we came to Jeru- 
salem, and abode there three days. 


The Places—Babylonia and Jerusalem 


REFERENCE 
Ezra 7 : 6-10. 
Hzra 7: ¥1-13, 25-28.. 
Ezra 8 :.21-32. 
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noble beginning. Instead of the city’s growing 
great and prospering, it had become a poor, weak, 
unattractive community. The law of Moses was 
openly broken, the Sabbath was desecrated, and the 
home life of the Jews thrown open to heathen 
influence. When the home life breaks down, the 
nation is doomed. The citadel of the nation’s 
strength is not in guns or in men of war, but in 
the homes of the people. 


THE COLONY AT BABYLON 
Ezra 7: 10 


Things were just the reverse with the Jews who 
remained in Babylon. They had become strong 
and prosperous. At the same time an intense and 
passionate loyalty had been developed for the 
religion and custom of their fathers. It is often 
true that people are more loyal to their native land 
when they are in another land than when at home. 
Americans when abroad love the Stars and Stripes 
even more than when at home. So these Jews 
in Babylon loved the religion of their ancestors 
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and were loyal to the Sabbath and to the law. 
Among the leaders of their people were such men 
as Ezra, who is called a scribe. He was a student 
of the law of Moses and taught and interpreted 
it to the people. The reports from Jerusalem 
stirred his heart and he determined that something 
should be done. The world always waits for a 
ieader and follows him when he appears. Ezra 
knew that what Jerusalem needed was obedience 
to the law of God, and he, himself, ‘‘had set his 
heart to seek the law of Jehovah, and to do it, and 
to teach in Israel statutes and ordinances,’’ 


THE KING’S DECREE 
Ezra 7: 11-28 


In some way Ezra had great influence with the 
Persian king. He was not only permitted to go 
to Jerusalem with all who wished to accompany 
him, but was provided with authority to govern 
Jerusalem and with means to accomplish his 
purpose. The decree issued by the king is one of 
the most remarkable documents in the Bible. Be 
Ezra 7: 12-26. The returning 
exiles were given the blessing of the king and were 
granted unusual liberty and great privileges. This 
action of the king greatly encouraged Ezra and 
those who followed him. When the decree was read 
Ezra broke out into a prayer of thanksgiving: 
‘‘Blessed be Jehovah, the God of our fathers, who 


hath put such a thing as this in the king’s heart, 


to beautify the house of Jehovah which is in 
Jerusalem; and hath extended lovingkindness unto 
me before the king, and his counsellors, and before 
all the king’s mighty princes. And I was strength- 
ened according to the hand of Jehovah my God 
upon me,and I gathered together out of Israel 
chief men to go up with me.’’ 

About fifteen hundred people were gathered to- 
gether and this number grew to seventeen hundred 
and fifty after Levites to serve in the Temple had 
been selected and appointed to accompany the 
expedition. 


THE FAST OF PREPARATION 
Ezra 8: 21, 23 


Before setting out on his long and dangerous 
journey across the desert, Ezra waited and fasted 
and prayed for three days. Money and a king’s 
decree were not enough to secure a prosperous 
journey. Ezra knew that a right spirit on the part 
of the pilgrims was necessary, and that spirit 
could come only through a season of quiet medita- 
tion and prayer. So by the river Ahava this great 
company of nearly twenty thousand men, women, 
and children waited upon God. Before the Pil- 
grim Fathers left Holland on their eventful voyage 
to America, John Robinson, their pastor, pro- 
claimed a fast and a whole day was spent in prayer. 
Robinson preached a long sermon from this very 
text. ‘‘Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the 
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river Ahava, that we might humble ourselves before 
our God, to seek of him a straight way for us, and 
for our little ones, and for all our substance.’’ The 
next day they set sail, guided by God to establish 
a new nation in a new world. 

It is always best to mingle our prayers with our 
plans. It is always well for us when we take 
counsel of God and he becomes our Helper. ‘‘It 
is better to take refuge in Jehovah than to put 
confidence in princes.’’ Before entering upon 
his public ministry Jesus fasted forty days and 
forty nights and during this time temptations were 
mastered and his heart was prepared for his great 
work. ‘‘In tales of chivalry we read how knights 
were braced by prayer and fast and vigil to enter 
the most terrible conflicts. In an age of rushing 
activity it is hard to find the hidden springs of 
strength in their calm retreats. Yet is it not now 
as true as ever that no boasted might of man can 
be in any way comparable to the divine strength 
which takes possession of those who completely 
surrender their will to God?’’ 


TRUSTING IN GOD 
Ezra 8: 22 


In order to prove to the people and to the king 
that faith was a reality and God was able to pro- 
tect his own, Ezra refused to ask for an escort of 
soldiers. Prayer had strengthened his heart and 
he said he was ‘‘ashamed to ask of the king a 
band of soldiers and horsemen,’’ . Ezra was guided 
by some good reason. Perhaps had he taken a 
military escort he would have attracted enemies 
who were in search of booty. We do not know. 
We do know, however, that Ezra made his difficult 
journey in safety. On the other hand we must not 
think it wrong to take all the care we can while 
we trust God. Cromwell, who knew God, said, 
‘‘Trust in God and keep your powder dry.’’ We 
did not send our soldiers across the Atlantic with- 
out a convoy of battleghips, but because we sent 
battleships we did not cease to have faith and trust 
in almighty God. To trust in material safety alone 
is sinful. ‘‘Some trust in chariots, and some in 
horses; but we will make mention of the name of 
Jehovah our God.’’ Read the story of how Ezra 
cared for the treasure intrusted to him. Ezra 
8: 24-30. He weighed it and handed it over to 
trusted men. He himself would have nothing to do 
with it. Like Paul he did not wish to be responsible 
for money held in trust for God. 


THE SUCCESSFUL JOURNEY 
Ezra 8: 31, 32 


After a journey of four months Ezra and his 
caravan reached the holy city in safety. It had 
taken them four months to make the journey, and 
they had been protected during all that time over 
the nine hundred miles of desert. The route was 
full of danger from beasts and bandits, but when 


125 


Lesson VIII 


Jerusalem was reached the caravan was safe and 
the treasure secure. We must read on through the 
book to know with what feelings Ezra saw the 
ruined and shameful condition of the holy city. He 
had, however, come to reform and to build and he 
set about his’ great task with high courage. The 
Jews had so opened their doors to the heathen 
people that heathen wives and mothers were es- 
tablished in many homes. Ezra instituted drastic 
reforms and after much searching of heart the 
heathen wives were put away, and the city purified 
of idolatry, the law of Moses reéstablished, and 
the worship of the Temple perfected. 

Ezra was one of the world’s great reformers. 
He was the maker of the new nation after the 
Captivity. His work may be thought of under 
three heads. (1) He gave prominence to the law 
of God as given by Moses. This he did by making 


it known to the people and by insisting on its— 


observance. No nation can exist without obedience 
to moral laws. The sun, moon, and stars are 
obedient to the law by which they exist, and the 
moment they cease to obey, that moment they cease 
to exist. The psalmist said, ‘‘I shall walk at 
liberty; for I have sought thy precepts.’’ (2) He 
introduced reforms in the Temple worship and re- 
stored the authority of the priesthood. Morality 
and law depend upon a true recognition of God. 
When worship is neglected the moral tone of the 
people falls. (3) He purified the social customs 
of the people by abolishing marriage with heathen 
women. God intended the Jewish people to keep 
themselves pure for the sake of their nation and 
their mission in the world. ‘‘The wheat is inclosed 
in the field not to keep it from the people but to 
protect it from weeds that would smother it until 
it can ripen and then be distributed to the people. 
The Jews were the wheat fields ef the ancient 
world, and they were surrounded with a fence, that 
they might ripen the grain that is now furnishing 
the world with the bread of life.’’ Ezra under God 
was a true reformer, a mag like Luther, Jike Knox, 
like-the men who led the Pilgrim Fathers to our 
land. God needs men of courage who are men of 
prayer. . 


‘Some will hate thee, some will love thee, 
Some will flatter, some will slight; 
Cease from man, and look above thee: 
Trust in God, and do the right. 

Courage, brother! do not stumble, 
Though thy path be dark as night; 

There’s a star to guide the humble: 
‘Trust in God, and do the right.’ ’’ 


EZRA, THE NATION BUILDER 


Ezra not only reformed the worship and social 
life of the people, but he also laid the foundation 
of national unity after the breaking down of 
Israel and Judah. He remade the nation after the 
ideal of Moses and David. He permitted no 
heathen marriages, no Sabbath trading. He exacted 
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the tax and the tithes for the support of the Temple, 
and these covenants were duly signed by heads of 
houses and others to the number of eighty-four. 
‘¢A more remarkable result from Ezra’s reformation 
was the establishment of the Jewish synagogue. 
In every city and village where Jews congregated 
there sprang up the meeting place where the Word 
of God was read and expounded by responsible and 
expert ministers, each synagogue being under the 
direction of a committee of presbyters. The syna- 
gogue was baptized by Christianity, and became 
the Church. Not the Temple at Jerusalem, but the 
synagogue, became the model on which the Church 
of Christ was everywhere constituted.’’ The pro- 
fession of scribe received a great impetus at this 
time, when prophecy had ceased, and it only re- 
mained to study and copy and explain the Old 
Testament Scriptures. We need just such nation 
builders as Ezra proved to be. We need strong 
men who fear God, who reverence the Bible, and 
who love righteousness, 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Connect the lesson with the lesson of last 
week, 

2. Who was Ezra and what great work did he do? 

3. How was Ezra helped by the king of Persia? 

4, How many people went with Ezra to Jeru- 
salem? 

5. What preparation did Ezra make for his 
journey ? 

6. What reforms did Ezra introduce in Jeru- 
salem ? 

The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 45. What are the chief duties of a member of 
the Church? 

A. The chief duties of a member of the Church 
are faithfulness to Christ in daily life, regular at- 
tendance on the services of the Church, support of 
its work by prayer and offerings, and effort to ex- 
tend its influence. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1, Why did Ezra wish to return to Jerusalem? 

2. Why were conditions in Jerusalem so bad? 

3. What help did Ezra get from the king? 

4. Why did Ezra not ask for military escort from 
the king? 

5. How did Ezra prepare for the long journey to 
Jerusalem? 

6. Why do we eall Ezra a reformer? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 90. How is the Word to be read and heard, 
that it may become effectual to salvation? 

A. That the Word may become effectual to sal- 
vation, we must attend thereunto with diligence, 
preparation, and prayer; receive it with faith and 
IOS lay it up in our hearts, and practice it in our 
ives. 
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NEHEMIAH’S PRAYER 


THE GOLDEN TEXT—“The supplication of a righteous man availeth much in its working.” 
—James 5: 16. 


TEXT OF LESSON, Neh., ch, 1 


COMMON VERSION 


1 The words of Ne-he-mi’ah the son of Hach-a- 
li’ah. And it came to pass in the month of Chis’- 
leu, in the twentieth year, as I was in Shu’shan 
the palace, 

2 That Ha-na’ni, one of my brethren, came, he 
and certain men of Ju’dah; and I asked them 
concerning the Jews that had escaped, which were 
left of the captivity, and concerning Je-ru’sa-lem. 

3 And they said unto me, The remnant that are 
left of the captivity there in the province are in 
great affliction and reproach: the wall of Je-ru’- 
sa-lem also is broken down, and the gates thereof 
are burned with fire. 

4 § And it came to pass, when I heard these 
words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned 
certain days, and fasted, and prayed before the God 
of heaven, 

5 And said, I beseech thee, O Lorp God of 
heaven, the great and terrible God, that keepeth 
covenant and merey for them that love him and 
observe his commandments: 

6 Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes 
open, that thou mayest hear the prayer of thy 
servant, which I pray before thee now, day and 
night, for the children of Is’ra-el thy servants, and 
confess the sins of the children of Is’ra-el, which 
we have sinned against thee: both I and my 
father’s house have sinned. 

7 We have dealt very corruptly against thee, 
and have not kept the commandments, nor the 
statutes, nor the judgments, which thou command- 
edst thy servant Mo’ses. 

8 Remember, I beseech thee, the word that thou 
commandedst thy servant Mo’ses, saying, If ye 
transgress, I will scatter you abroad among the 
nations: 

9 But if ye turn unto me, and keep my com- 
mandments, and do them; though there were of 
you cast out unto the uttermost part of the 
heaven, yet will I gather them from thence, and will 
bring them unto the place that I have chosen to 
set my name there. 

10 Now these are thy servants and thy people, 

whom thou hast redeemed by thy great power, and 
by thy strong hand. 
11 O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be 
attentive to the prayer of thy servant, and to the 
prayer of thy servants, who desire to fear thy 
name; and prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this 
day, and grant him merey in the sight of this man, 
For I was the king’s cupbearer. 


‘The Time—445 B.c. 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 


1 The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah. 

Now it came to pass in the month Chislev, in the 
twentieth year, as I was in Shushan the palace, 
2 that Hanani, one of my brethren, came, he and 
certain men out of Judah; and I asked them con- 
cerning the Jews that had escaped, that were 
left of the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem. - 
3 And they said unto me, The remnant that are 
left of the captivity there in the province are in 
great affliction and reproach: the wall of Jeru- 
salem also is broken down, and the gates thereof 
are burned with fire. i 

4 And it came to pass, when I heard these words, 
that I sat down and wept, and mourned certain 
days; and I fasted and prayed before the God of 
heaven, 5 and said, I beseech thee, O Jehovah, the 
God of heaven, the great and terrible God, that 
keepeth covenant and lovingkindness with them 
that love him and keep his commandments: 6 let 
thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open, 
that thou mayest hearken unto the prayer of thy 
servant, which I pray before thee at this time, 
day and night, for the children of Israel thy serv- 
ants, while I confess the sins of the children of 
Israel, which we have sinned against thee. Yea, I 
and my father’s house have sinned: 7 we have 
dealt very corruptly against thee, and have not 
kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the 
ordinances, which thou commandedst thy servant 
Moses. 8 Remember, I beseech thee, the word 
that thou commandedst thy servant Moses, saying, 
If ye trespass, I will scatter you abroad among the 
peoples: 9 but if ye return unto me, and keep 
my commandments and do them, though your out- 
casts were in the uttermost part of the heavens, 
yet will I gather them from thence, and will bring 
them unto the place that I have chosen, to cause 
my name to dwell there. 10 Now these are thy 
servants and thy people, whom thou hast redeemed 
by thy great power, and by thy strong hand. 11 
O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be 
attentive to the prayer of thy servant, and to the 


prayer of thy servants, who delight to fear thy 


name; and prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this 
day, and grant him mercy in the sight of this 


man. 


Now I was cupbearer to the king. 
The Place—Shushan. 
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Lesson IX Nehemiah’s Prayer August 27, 1922 
DAILY HOME READINGS 

DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, August 21........ 1S Pa eee ee Nehemiahtav PR fayer 2f i. Seo, toc eee ee Neh., ch. 1. 
Tuesday; August. 22...% caewe eee Hizra’ si Prayers. 3.4 eee ea eae Ezra 9: 5-15. 
W ednesday, August: 23.::¢ awk axiom Abraham’s Prayer ..... Bora? Sa EE 2 Gen. 18 : 23-32. 
Thursday oAugust. 245.2) a eet ass aloe ants Gideon’ saPrayers: cen. ot tae eee Judg. 6 : 22-24, 36-40. 
Mriday, tAugiats25. cis 2 face Seen cea Pauls. Prayetoc tae ee ee eee Eph. 3: 14-21. 
Saturday, sAugist:26 2.5 oor. ohn eo eee Lhe Dordt Pb taverns. cc an eae ae iat Matt. 6: 9-15. 
SundayyPAusust Qi os. wc soe Renee Encouragement to) Prayii.....;00....546 Ps. 42: 1-8. 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 

1. Words. The margin gives ‘‘history.’’ About 
thirteen years after the record of the Book of Ezra. 
Nehemiah. V. 11; ch. 5:14. He was a favorite 
at the court and probably wealthy. Twentieth 


year. The month Chislev would be part of Novem- 


ber and December. The year was the twentieth of 
the reign of Artaxerxes, or 445 B.c. Shushan. 
The palace or fortress or castle at Shushan or 
Susa, the Persian capital. The same palace as in 
the Book of Esther. 

3. The province. Judea, which was a province 
of Persia and not an independent nation. 


THE WORDS OF NEHEMIAH 
Nenieie 1s 


The Books of Ezra and Nehemiah were originally 
considered one book. We know nothing more of 
Nehemiah than what is told us in the book which 
bears his name. He was an officer in the court of 
the Persian king, Artaxerxes. He had been born 
in captivity and had never seen Jerusalem and 
therefore his interest in the holy city and his 
affection for his own people are doubly interesting. 
When we read the entire book, we discover that 
‘Nehemiah was devout and deeply religious, although 
he was neither a priest nor a scribe as Ezra was. 
He was a business man, shrewd, wise, resourceful, 
energetic, and using all his talent to bring about 
a better condition among his own people. When 
we think of Nehemiah, let us think of a man 
out in the world, in business, in politics, in trade, 
interested most of all in the things of God. 
He is remembered not because he was a successful 
business man, but because he was a man of faith 
and prayer. 


AN INTERESTED INQUIRY 
Neh. 1: 2 


Nehemiah as an officer of the Persian king was 
in the palace Shushan, which was a fortress and 
eastle as well as a palace. It was thirteen years 
after the events of our last lesson which told of 
the reformation Ezra had carried on in Jerusalem. 
Fizra had laid the foundation of a purer social 
life and a truer worship, and Nehemiah was eager 
to hear tidings of the colony at Jerusalem. News 
did not travel fast in those days and there would 
be few visitors from that far-away land of Judah. 
One day, however, a group of men out of Judah 
came to the Persian city and Nehemiah soon in- 


quired of them the condition of affairs in Jeru- 
salem. It would seem from ch, 7:1, that Hanani 
was Nehemiah’s brother and that these Jews, 
lately returned, had been brought by him to Ne- 
hemiah. However that may be, Nehemiah, the royal 
officer, asked searching questions concerning the 
Jews who had returned from the Exile to their 
own land. It is always a good sign when men ask 
questions concerning the moral and social con- 
ditions of their people. When a missionary re- 
turns home from China or Africa, he is always glad 
when people are eager to ask questions. Such 
questions reveal interest and show that those who 
make the inquiry wish to know what the conditions 
are, so that they may more wisely help. Questions 
which are asked merely out of curiosity do little 


or no good. Nehemiah however, was not curious; 


he was deeply and passionately interested. 


A DISCOURAGING ANSWER 
Neh. 1: 3 


The answer given by the men of Judah was as 
discouraging as it was short. They told Nehemiah, 
perhaps little knowing how deeply interested he 
was, that the people who remained in Jerusalem 
were desperately poor. They were weak and looked 
down upon by their neighbors, and suffered because 
of their poverty. The walls of the city were still 
in ruin and the gates had been burned with fire. 
Such a picture would be true of Jerusalem as it 
had been left by Nebuchadnezzar, or it might refer 
to the condition of Jerusalem after some attack 
by a more recent enemy. The fact, however, was the 
same. Jerusalem, the holy city, the place where 
God’s honor had had its dwelling -place and for 
which there had been so many prayers, and so much 
sacrifice, was in a desolate and desperate condition. 
The Jews were not eager to tell their discouraging 
story, but they had to tell the truth. 


THE SYMPATHY OF NEHEMIAH 
Neh. 1: 4 


The effect of the report of these returned Jews 
upon Nehemiah was terrible. He was stunned. 
He was overwhelmed with grief and dismay. For 
days he was unfit for any service. Nehemiah was 
rich and influential and had power in his hands. 
He was the king’s cupbearer, which means that he 
had a high official position in the royal court. His 
own place was secure. His own comfort was cer- 
tain. Why should he weep and lament and break 
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his heart about Jews in a far-off colony of the 
empire? The answer is very simple. He was their 
brother. Their sorrows were his sorrows and their 
poverty his poverty. This is the true Christian 
position. 


A PRAYER OF ADORATION 
Neh. 1:5 


Nehemiah was a man of action, and after he had 
wept and fasted he began to plan for the relief 
of his people. Emotion that spends itself in tears 
is wicked. Emotion that issues in service is sacred. 
Nehemiah set out to correct the things which had 
brought sorrow to his heart and his first service was 
prayer. Some one might say that this is not service 
at all. But that is a mistake. Prayer is the greatest 
service in the world. Prayer lays hold upon God. 
Prayer links our weakness to God’s great strength, 
and harnesses our poverty to his wealth. 

Nehemiah began his prayer with words of adora- 
tion. This is always the way to begin prayer. 
When Jesus taught his disciples to pray he said, 
‘*Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy 
name.’’ When Isaiah heard the prayer in the 
Temple he listened to the words, ‘‘ Holy, holy, holy, 
is Jehovah of hosts.’? When Nehemiah began his 
prayer this same spirit of reverence and adoration 
was present. ‘‘O Jehovah, the God of heaven, the 
great and terrible God, that keepeth covenant and 
lovingkindness with them that love him and keep 
his commandments.’’ Nehemiah was not calling 
out into the nameless darkness. He was calling 
upon One whom he knew, whose character he was 
assured of, and whose promises were sure. When 
we pray let us remember first of all who it is to 
whom we direct our petitions. Let us be still and 
know that he is God. It is not our prayer which 
is powerful but our God who hears our prayers. The 
Jews dwelling among the idolatries of a heathen 
land had a pure and high idea of the eternal God. 


A PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Neh. 1: 6,_7, 


The next step in prayer is confession. God’s 
greatness is our first word, our own weakness is our 
second word. Nehemiah is very definite in his 
confession, ‘‘ Let thine ear now be attentive, and 
thine eyes open, that thou mayest hearken unto the 
prayer of thy servant, which I pray before thee at 
this time, day and night, for the children of Israel 
thy servants, while I confess the sins of the chil- 
dren of Israel, which we have sinned against thee. 
Yea, I and my father’s house have sinned: we have 
dealt very corruptly against thee, and have not 
kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the 
ordinances, which thou commandedst thy servant 
Moses.’’ There can be no true prayer without 
an expression of confession. In The Lord’s Prayer 
we say, ‘‘Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors.’’ This confession each of us must make 
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for ourselves as Nehemiah made his for himself 
and for his people. 


A PRAYER OF FAITH 
Neh. 1:8, 9 


When Nehemiah had confessed his own sins and 
the sins of his people, he went on in his prayer to 
plead the promises of God. God had made certain 
pledges to his people. Nehemiah would, as it were, 
recall these promises to the mind of Jehovah. 
‘*Remember, I beseech thee, the word that tliou 
commandedst thy servant Moses, saying, If ye tres- 
pass, I will scatter you abroad among the peoples: 
but if ye return unto me, and keep my command- 
ments and do them, though your outcasts were in 
the uttermost part of the heavens, yet will I gather 
them from thence, and will bring them unto the 
place that I have chosen, to cause my name to dwell 
there.’? Nehemiah knew that God’s word could 
be trusted and that his promises could not fail, 
and therefore he reviewed in his prayer the pledges 
God himself had made. This is always the path 
true prayer should take. We are to offer our 
prayers in his name, according to his will, which 
means according to his promises. Jesus said, 
‘*Tf ye shall ask anything in my name, that will 
I do.’? 

When Dayid Livingstone was discouraged and 
ready to fail, away from friends and home, in the 
heart of the African continent, he turned to the 
promise of Jesus, ‘‘ Lo, I am with you always,’’ and 
said, ‘‘It is the word of a gentleman of the highest 
honor,-and that is the end of it,’’ and David 
Livingstone found that Christ kept his promise. 


A PRAYER OF PETITION 
Neh, 1:10, 11 


Nehemiah then presented his: petition to God. 
He asked for help. He knew what. he intended to 
do. He was going to appeal to Artaxerxes the king. 
He was going to plead with the king for his people, 
but first of all he would ask help from God. His 
was a very definite and personal petition. ‘‘O 
Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive 
to the prayer of thy servant, and to the prayer of 
thy servants, who delight to fear thy name; and 
prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day, and 
grant him mercy in the sight of this man.’’ The 
prayer of Nehemiah was a prayer for help. He 
asked God so to influence the mind of the king 
that his plan would meet with approval. We will see 
in our next lesson how wonderfully his prayer was 
answered. Let us, however, lay to heart here and 
now the lesson which we are taught by Nehemiah. 
The surest way to serve is to pray. The surest way 
to help others is to take God into our plans. It is 
because of this that we say, ‘‘One with God is a 


. majority.’’ Henry Drummond once said, ‘‘Ten 


minutes spent in Christ’s society every day; yes, 
two minutes, if it be face to face, and heart to 
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heart, will make the whole life different.’’ 
us learn the secret of N ehemiah, the man of. prayer. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


Who was Nehemiah and what was his position? 
Why was he interested in Jerusalem? © 
What report did he receive from Jerusalem? 
What effect had the report upon Nehemiah? 
Why did Nehemiah make prayer his first 
work? 

6. For what did Nehemiah pray? 


Oye oo bo 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 46. Why is that branch of the Church to- 


which we belong called Presbyterian? 

A. That branch of the Church to which we be- 
long is called Presbyterian, because ig is governed 
by presbyters or elders. 

Q. 47. What do we mean by a ardaytered 


Nehemiah Rebuilds the Walls of Jerusalem 


Let 
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A. By a presbytery we mean the presbyters or 
elders, equal in authority and organized to have 
charge of the Church in a certain district. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 
What was Nehemiah’s relation to Ezra? 
Why was Jerusalem in such a sad condition? 
What influence did Nehemiah have at court? 
What definite petition did he ask of God? 
. Why is Nehemiah’s prayer a model prayer? 
. Why is prayer our highest form of service? 


O OR 99 Op 


The Shorter Catechism 

Q. 91. How do the sacraments become effectual 
means of salvation? 

A. The sacraments become effectual means of sal- 
vation, not from any virtue in them, or in him that 
doth administer them; but only by. the blessing of 
Christ, and the working of his Spirit in them that 
by faith receive them. 


Lesson X—-NEHEMIAH REBUILDS THE WALLS 
OF JERUSALEM 


THE GOLDEN TEXT— 


“Our God will fight for us.”—Neh. 4: 20. 


TEXT OF LESSON, Neh. 4: 7-16 
For entire lesson, see Neh. 3:1 to 7:4 


COMMON VERSION 


7 § But it came to pass, that when San-bal’lat, 
and To-bi’ah, and the A-ra’bi-ans, and the Am’mon- 
ites, and the Ash-dod’ites, heard that the walls of 
Je-ru’sa-lem were made up, and that the breaches 
began to be stopped, then they were very wroth, 


8 And conspired all of them together to come 
and to fight against Je-ru’sa-lem, and to hinder it. 

9 Neverthelcss we made our prayer unto our 
God, and set a watch against them day and night, 
because of them. 

10 And Ju’dah said, The strength of the bearers 
of burdens is decayed, and there is much rubbish; 
so that we are not able to build the wall. 


11 And our adversaries said, They shall not 
know, neither see, till we come in the midst among 
them, and slay them, and cause the work to cease. 


12 And it came to pass, that when the Jews 
which dwelt by them came, they said unto us ten 
times, From all places whence ye shall return unto 
us they will be upon you. 

13 § Therefore set I in the lower places behind 
the wall, and on the higher places, I even set the 
people after their families with their swords, their 
spears, and their bows. 

14. And T looked, and rose up, and said unto the 
nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest of 
the people, Be not ye afraid of them: remember the 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 


7 But it came to pass that, when Sanballat, and 
Tobiah, and the Arabians, and the Ammonites, and 
the Ashdodites, heard that the repairing of the 
walls of Jerusalem went forward, and that the 
breaches began to be stopped, then they were very 
wroth; 8 and they conspired all of them together 
to come and fight against Jerusalem, and to cause 
confusion therein. 9 But we made our prayer unto 
our God, and set a watch against them day and 
night, because of them. 10 And Judah said, The 
strength of the bearers of burdens is decayed, and 
there is much rubbish; so that we are not able to 
build the wall. 11 And our adversaries said, They 
shall not know, neither see, till we come into the 
midst of them, and slay them, and cause the work 
to cease. 12 And it came to pass that, when the 
Jews that dwelt by them came, they said unto us 
ten times from all places, Ye must return unto us. 
13 Therefore set I in the lowest parts of the space 
behind the wall, in the open places, I set there the 
people after their families with their swords, their 
spears, and their bows. 14 And I looked, and 
rose up, and said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, 
and to the rest of the people, Be not ye afraid of 
them: remember the Lord, who is great and terri- 
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Lord, which is great and terrible, and fight for 
your brethren, your sons, and your daughters, your 
wives, and your houses. 

15 And it came to pass, when our enemies heard 
that it-was known unto us, and God had brought 
their counsel to nought, that we returned all of us 
to the wall, every one unto his work. 

16 And it came to pass from that time forth, 
that the half of my servants wrought in the work, 
and the other half of them held both the spears, 
the shields, and the bows, and the habergeons; and 
the rulers were behind all the house of Ju’dah. 


The Time—445 B.c. 
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ble, and fight for your brethren, your sons, and your 
daughters, your wives, and your houses. 

15 And it came to pass, when our enemies heard 
that it was known unto us, and God had brought 
their counsel to nought, that we returned all of us 
to the wall, every one unto his work. 16 And it 
came to pass from that time forth, that half of my 
servants wrought in the work, and half of them 
held the spears, the shields, and the bows, and the 
coats of mail; and the rulers were behind all the 


‘ house of Judah. 


The Place—Jerusalem. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
MCnday, PUgiust 29.0. oe caw state ences aera o Plotting Enemies .......... 4k peg ies § Neh. 4: 7-12. 
TMiesday,. August.29 oop. ve ae Ao bh ee Nehemiah Rebuilds the Walls of Jerusalem..Neh. 4: 13-21. 
Wednesday, August 30..... 2.2... 5508 ses TSO AN BV Birth es eel ree tne On yo ES) o oy Deut. 3: 1-8. 

A HULsUAy GAD URt OL. on. dev ones ees Up Syne so y's LIC Ree caw cp Eo aera Josh. 6 : 12-20. 
PPUUCA YS, COD LeINDETS be dar. occ oS kA eee erie t's The Song of the Watchmen................. isai pb? sc1st0: 
Saturday, September 2.......... ee Wea WR LOUTIETTS CL TOT le cn ee) etadd «oe fh io oad, 0 3 Isa. 62 : 1-9. 
Sunday, September 3.......2,-0:05%+-005 Tel HOE VOLE ZIONS cae Sas ee ee ee es Ps. 48: 1, 2, 9-14. 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 

7. Sanballat. He was the leader of the Samari- 
tan colony that opposed the work of Nehemiah. 
Tobiah. An Ammonite. The Ammonites lived in 
the territory between the Arnon and the Jabbok 
Rivers. The Arabians. The South had been over- 
run with the heathen people of the nations border- 
ing on Palestine. The Ashdodites. 
came from the Philistine city, Ashdod. 

10. Judah. A name for all Jews loyal to the 
rebuilding of Jerusalem. 


NEHEMIAH’S PRAYER ANSWERED 
Neh. 2: 1-8 


In our last lesson we studied about the desolate 
condition of Jerusalem, and Nehemiah’s prayer to 
God for help. God does not always answer prayer 
when it is first offered. Sometimes he waits, and our 
faith and patience are greatly tried. It was four 
months before Nehemiah received an answer to his 
prayer. Perhaps he began to think that nothing 
would come out of his desire and prayer to God for 
help. But one day the answer came. He was 
serving the king in his position as cupbearer, when 
Artaxerxes noticed that his royal servant was de- 
pressed and sad. In telling his own story Nehemiah 
says that he had never before been of a sad 
countenance in the king’s presence. He was of a 
cheerful and happy disposition. This time, however, 
he could not hide his feelings and the eye of the 
king soon saw that his favorite had a heavy heart. 
The king said, ‘‘Why is thy countenance sad, 
seeing thou art not sick? this is nothing else but 
sorrow of heart.’? Thereupon Nehemiah told the 
king the reason of his sorrow. ‘‘Let the king live 
for ever,’’ he said; ‘‘why should not my counte- 
nance be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers’ 
sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are 


These people’ 


consumed with fire?’’ Then his fear was lifted 
from his heart when the king asked him what he 
desired and Nehemiah replied, ‘‘If it please the 
king, and if thy servant have found favor in thy 
sight, that thou wouldest send me unto Judah, unto 
the city of my fathers’ sepulchres, that I may build 
it.’’ The request was immediately granted, and 
granted so graciously and generously that Nehe- 
miah was given not only permission to go to Jeru- 
salem himself, but was given a commission of 
authority to rebuild the city, a military escort for 
the journey, and letters of authority to the princes 
and satraps in all the provinces through which he 
would pass and with whom he would have business 
transactions. In this wonderful way God answered 
the prayer of Nehemiah. It should teach us to have 
faith in God in our trials and difficulties and to 
await his will patiently. 


THE VISIT IN THE NIGHT 
Neh. 2: 9-20 


The entrance of Nehemiah into Jerusalem with 
his military escort and with his royal commission 
was a great event. All the surrounding country 
was under the sway of the Persian king, and with 
authority of the king himself, Nehemiah com- 
manded fear and respect. His entrance into Jeru- 
salem was quiet and for three days he merely 
looked around. He knew of the presence of 
enemies, but he was a careful and courageous man. 
The leaders of these enemy groups are named. 
They were Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the 
Ammonite, and Geshem the Arabian. Sanballat 
was the leader of the Samaritans. They were the 
people dwelling in the North who had settled the 
land of Israel after its conquest by the Assyrians. 
They were a half-breed people, having forms of 
idolatry and yet some knowledge of the true God. 
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Even in Jesus’ time it was said, ‘‘Jews have no 
dealings with Samaritans.’’ ‘The other leaders be- 
longed to tribes in the South that had overrun 
Judah during the Exile. These tribes, though 
hostile to one another, united against Nehemiah in 
his attempt to strengthen Jerusalem and reéstablish 
the power of the Jews. The same group had op- 
posed Ezra and had hindered the program of 
rebuilding the city. Nehemiah was wise and care- 
ful. After three days of quiet observance he 
made a tour of the city 

in the night. It was a 
secret tour of inspection, 
made in the night with a 
few picked men, and even 
they did not know Nehe- 
miah’s plans. Having 
made a careful examina- 
tion of conditions, and 
having decided in his 
mind what to do, he out- 
lined his plan to the lead- 
ers in Jerusalem and 
they responded, immedi- 
ately. ‘‘Let us rise up 
and build.’’ The news 
soon spread and when 
Sanballat, Tobiah, and 
Geshem heard what Nehe- 
miah planned to do, they 
laughed in scorn and said, 
‘“What is this thing that 
ye do? will ye rebel 
against the king?’’ They 
thought to frighten Nehe- 
miah, little knowing what 
kind of man he was, He 
replied, ‘‘The -God of 
heaven, he will prosper 
us; therefore we his serv- 
ants will arise and build: 
but ye have no portion, 
nor right, nor memorial, 
in Jerusalem.’’ 


BUILDING THE 
WALLS 


Wen. 10.54 ens 


It is hard to tell how 
badly the walls were de- 
stroyed and how much needed to be done. Per- 
haps some work had already been done by Zérub- 
babel and Ezra, but the walls were still in such a 
ruinous condition that great breaches and open 
places were everywhere, and there was no protection 
from the prowling enemies who sought the destrue- 
tion of the Jewish colony. 

Nehemiah’s plan was very simple. He won over 
all the Jews, both in Jerusalem, and in the country, 
to his plan. He organized them and divided them 
into small groups, putting over each group a 
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leader. Some were appointed to repair the wall 
opposite their houses. The heads of villages and 
families, the leaders of guilds of workmen, and even 
the priests wére all put to work, and Nehemiah 
himself was everywhere watching, working, en- 
couraging the workers to complete their task. 

As the work advanced, the opposition developed 
more strongly. The Samaritans, the Ammonites, 
the Arabians, the Philistines of Ashdod, encircled 
the city and tried to overcome Nehemiah’s leader- 
ship. But they did not 
succeed. The people 
were united and were 
well led.. There were 
some forty gangs of 
workmen. The wall was 
finished in _ fiftv-two 
days. 


NEHEMIAH A 
MAN OF PRAYER 


Neh. 4: 7-9 


As the work advanced, 
Sanballat and his com- 
panions became angry 
and their opposition in- 
ereased. Nehemiah, how- 
ever,was undaunted and 
went on with his work. 
‘“We made our prayer 
unto our God, and set a 
watch against them day 
and night, because of 
‘them.’? That was a 
fine program. They 
prayed and they set a 
watch. They waited on 
God and they worked. 
It is not enough to pray. 
It is not enough to 
work. It is a good rule 
to pray as if all de- 
pended upon our prayer 
and to work as if all de- 
pended upon our work. 


OPPOSITION 
FROM FRIENDS 


Neh, 4: 10-14 


Not only did Nehemiah experience opposition 
from enemies without, but he had also to meet 
opposition from among the Jews themselves. They 
began to weary in the work. It is easy enough to 
get men to begin a task, but it is more difficult 
to keep them faithful unto the end. The Jews of 
the city and those of the surrounding country be- 
gan to complain of the work. The continued op- 
position of the enemy, the inconveniences and dan- 
gers which menaced them broke their spirit and 
they came to Nehemiah saying, ‘‘ The strength of the 
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bearers of burdens is decayed, and there is much 
rubbish; so that we are not able to build the wall.’’ 
The complaint concerning the opposition of their 
adversaries also increased for they were threatened 
with violence and even with death. Still the work 
went on. Nehemiah was undaunted. He strengthened 
his guards and increased the responsibility of those 
having leadership and appealed to their faith, their 
loyalty, and their patriotism. ‘‘Be not ye afraid of 
them: remember the Lord, who is great and ter- 
rible, and fight for your brethren, your sons, and 
your daughters, your wives, and your houses.’’ 
Nehemiah made each one feel a personal and in- 
dividual responsibility for the safety and security 
of all. He told them that they were fighting for 
their’ own homes, their own families, their sons 
and daughters, as well as for their city and land. 
Opposition and discouragement from within is al- 
ways harder to overcome than enemies and adver- 
saries from without. 


WORK OR WAR 
Neh. 4: 15-20 


When the enemies saw that Jerusalem had become 
an armed camp, they halted. Their plan to sur- 
prise the workers at their task had become known 
and their threats fell like empty words to the 
ground. The attack thwarted did not, however, 
satisfy Nehemiah. He reorganized the workers, 
Half were appointed to work on the wall while 
the other half stood beside them armed, ready for 
battle. Those who worked and carried burdens, 
also armed themselves and while they builded the 
wall, they carried swords and were ready to fight,’ 
and Nehemiah, like a sleepless overseer and watch- 
man, was everywhere. Beside him stood the trump- 
eter. 


REPEATED TEMPTATION 


The work was continued. Sanballat had failed. 
But renewed complaints came from the people of 
the country, from Jews who had left their farms 
- to work on the wall. They had reason to complain, 
for the overlords had oppressed the people and hard- 
ship had resulted from the sacrifice of many who 
had left their fields to help in the work of rebuild- 
ing the wall. Nehemiah called the landowners 
and nobles together and adjusted their difficulties. 
He pointed out that he himself was serving without 
pay and called on all who had wealth to be generous, 
to avoid usury, and to restore the land to the 
people. It is interesting to know that to these 
requests, the leaders gladly responded, showing the 
great influence which Nehemiah had over all classes 
of the people. 

When Sanballat and his companions found that 
they could not frighten Nehemiah, they tried to 
trick him. Again and again they sought to have 
him leave the city and enter into conference with 
them. They assumed to be friends and sought a 
friendly conference. But Nehemiah was too wise 
to be caught in their trap. He sent messengers 
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unto them saying, ‘‘I am doing a great work, so 
that I cannot come down: why should the work 
cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you?’’ 
Four times they sent messengers and four times 
they received the same answer. They sent to 
Nehemiah a fifth time, saying in an open letter 
that it was reported that the Jews sought to rebel 
against Persia. Nehemiah promptly denied the 
report, telling them, ‘‘There are no such things 
done as thou sayest, but thou feignest them out of 
thine own heart.’’ 

Thus the wall was completed and the brother 
of Nehemiah, Hanani, was made governor of Jeru- 
salem and the people had rest and security. We, 
too, are builders. We are building walls against sin 
and the enemies of the soul. We are building the 
temple of God, our own characters, and in all our 


building we may take Nehemiah as an example. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 

1. How was Nehemiah’s prayer answered? 

2. What was Nehemiah’s plan for rebuilding the 
wall? 

3. What enemies opposed the work of Nehemiah? 

4, Why did these men oppose the work of 
Nehemiah? 

5. What is the relation of prayer to work? 

6. Did Nehemiah succeed in his work? 


The Intermediate Catechism 

Q. 48. Who are the officers of the Presbyterian 
Church? 

A. The officers of the Presbyterian Church are 
ministers, ruling elders, and deacons. 

Q. 49. What is a minister? 

A. A minister is one who is called of God and 
set apart by the Church to preach the Word and 
to administer the sacraments, and, when he is set 
over a particular church, he is called the pastor, or 


bishop. 
FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 

1, What encouragement did Nehemiah receive 
from the Persian king? 

2. Why did Nehemiah investigate Jerusalem at 
night? 

3. Who was Sanballat and why did he oppose 
Nehemiah? ‘ 

4, What opposition did Nehemiah meet with from 
the Jews themselves? 

5. How did he meet the threats of his enemies? 

6. What success crowned the work of Nehemiah? 


The Shorter Catechism 

Q. 92. What is a sacrament? 

A. A sacrament is a holy ordinance instituted by 
Christ; wherein, by sensible signs, Christ and the 
benefits of the new covenant are represented, sealed, 
and applied to believers. 

Q. 93. Which are the sacraments of the New 
Testament? 

A. The sacraments of the New Testament are 
baptism, and the Lord’s Supper. 
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TEACHING THE LAW OF GOD 


THE GOLDEN TEXT—“Teach me, O Jehovah, the way of thy statutes; 
mers And I shall keep it unto the cna 
—Ps,. 119: 33. 


TEXT OF LESSON, Neh. 8: 1-3, 5, 6, 8-12 
For entire lesson, see Neh., ch. 8 


COMMON VERSION 


1 And all the people gathered themselves to- 
gether as one man into the street that was before 
the water gate; and they spake unto Ez’ra the 


seribe to bring the book of the law of Mo’ses, 


which the Lorp had commanded to Is’ra-el. 


2 And Hz’ra the priest brought the law before 
the congregation both of men and women, and all 
that could hear with understanding upon the first 
day of the seventh month. 


3 And he read therein before the street that 
was before the water gate from the morning until 
midday, before the men and the women, and those 
that could understand; and the ears of all the 
people were attentive unto the book of the law. 


* * * * * 


5 And Ez’ra opened the book in the sight of 
all the people; (for he was above the people; ) 
and when he opened it, all the people stood up: 


6 And Ez’ra blessed the Lorp, the great God. 
And all the people answered, A’men, A’men, with 
lifting up their hands: and they bowed their heads, 
and worshipped the Lorp with their faces to the 
ground. 

* * * * * 


8 So they read in the book in the law of God 
distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them 
to understand the reading. 

9 § And Ne-he-mi’ah, which is the Tir-sha’tha, 
and Ez’ra the priest the scribe, and the Le’vites 
that taught the people, said unto all the people, 
This day is holy unto the Lorp your God; mourn 
not, nor weep. For all the people wept, when they 
heard the words of the law. 


10 Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat 
the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions 
unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for this 
day is holy unto our Lorp: neither be ye sorry; 
for the joy of the Lorp is your strength. 

11 So the Le’vites stilled all the people, saying, 
Hold your peace, for the day is holy; neither be 
ye grieved. 

12 And all the people went their way to eat, 
and to drink, and to send portions, and to make 
great mirth, because they had understood the words 
that were declared unto them. 


The Time—445 B.c. 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 


1 And all the people gathered themselves together 
as one man into the broad place that was before 
the water gate; and they spake unto Ezra the 
seribe to bring the book of the law of Moses, 
which Jehovah had commanded to Israel. 2 And 
Ezra the priest brought the law before the as- 


sembly, both men and women, and all that could 


hear with understanding, upon the first day of the 
seventh month. 3 And he read therein before the 
broad place that was before the water gate from 
early morning until midday, in the presence of the 
men and the women, and of those that could under- 
stand; and the ears of all the people were attentive 
unto the book of the law. 

* * * * * 
5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the 
people; (for he was above all the people; ) and 
when he opened it, all the people stood up: 6 and 
Ezra blessed Jehovah, the great God. And all the 
people answered, Amen, Amen, with the lifting up 
of their hands: and they bowed their heads, and 
worshipped Jehovah with their faces to the ground. 

* * * * * 
8 And they read in the book, in the law of God, 
distinctly; and they gave the sense, so that they 
understood the reading. 

9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and 
Ezra the priest the scribe, and the Levites that 
taught the people, said unto all the people, This day 
is holy unto Jehovah your God; mourn not, nor 
weep. For all the people wept, when they heard 
the words of the law. 10 Then he said unto them, 
Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and 
send portions unto him for whom nothing is pre- 
pared; for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither 
be ye grieved; for the joy of Jehovah is your 
strength. 11 So the Levites stilled all the people, 
saying, Hold your peace, for the day is holy; 
neither be ye grieved. 12 And all the people went 
their way to eat, and to drink, and to send portions, 
and to make great mirth, because they had under- 
stood the words that were declared unto them. 


The Place—Jerusalem. 
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DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
MIORGA mC DLEM UCT ca sin nue sins a muti beane Teaching the Law of God..............- Neh. 8: 1-12. 
esa a Me LEMDECLE Dress fie cis t's o tiie Yo OY Lye OL CHOC Fee Ee ae sre rs ee ta Ps. 19: 7-14. 
Wednesday, September 6................ Titer a Wark a pireds ian ait ee aie eh wt II Tim. 3: 14 to 4:4 
PMursdayeoepterpDel > Pete vs... vse oe oe aes Keeping the kiidw ees oe ss deka ee ote E> Ps. 119: 1-8. 
rida voc ple Der (Si Geer sce paladin ee Teaching ‘the, Childvent:2., nc. Ps. 28.4 9's Do Lone 4hce 
Batnruaremeptem beri Ove im pt Steals Ste The Great Teacher at Work............ Luke 4: 16-21. 
Sinday,peptember: 10. 24. acta. ww ones DOVE LOPStNe: LAW We ea cee oe oars pares cls Ps. 119 : 97-105. 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 

1. The water gate. The gate that led to the 
spring of Gihon, called the Virgin’s spring. 

2. Ezra. Ezra had come from Babylonia about 
thirteen years before this time. The law of Moses. 
Ezra’s purpose was to restore the law of Moses. 

11. Hold your peace. The people were to refrain 
from uttering words out of keeping with the hap- 
piness of the festival. 


ORDER OUT OF CONFUSION 

Nehemiah lost no time in bringing order out of 
the confusion that existed in Jerusalem. It would 
seem as if his visit to Jerusalem would come to an 
end before he could finish all he had to do. He 
had been granted a leave of absence, and we know 
that during his first visit he remained twelve years, 
before returning to the Persian capital, ch. 5: 14. 
He was appointed governor of Judah by the Per- 
sian king. The walls were finished in fifty-two 
days, a very short time for so great a task. Ha- 
nani, the brother of Nehemiah, and Hananiah, the 
governor of the castle, were charged to keep a 
strong guard posted and not to open the gates of 
the city until the sun was far up in the heavens. 
Sanballat and his fellow conspirators had been 
beaten, but they were still watchful and Nehemiah 
did not wish his work to be undone. The wall was 
dedicated and a triumphal march was made around 
the walls, two processions moving in opposite di- 
rections, one headed by Ezra and one by Nehemiah. 

It seemed difficult to get people to settle in the 
city and so Nehemiah set out to give the city both 
security and order. He not only appointed Hanani 
as governor, but he took a census of the Jewish 
community and organized it. He found in and 
around Jerusalem 42,370 persons of the children 
of Israel. Besides these there were 7337 servants 
and 245 singers. This made a population of over 
50,000 persons, and by the vigor and strength of 
Nehemiah’s leadership they began to feel a sense 
of security and power which they had never had. 
The foundations of a true and worthy civilization 
had been laid. 


THE LAW OF THE LORD 
Neh. 8: 1 
There is a verse in one of the psalms which says: 
‘‘Except Jehovah build the house, 
They labor in vain that build it: 
Except Jehovah keep the city, 
The watchman waketh but in vain.’’ 
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The important thing about a city is not its walls, 
nor its buildings, but its people and their loyalty 
to the law of the Lord. Some cities have great 
buildings as Babylon had, and others have great 
men as Jerusalem had. It was the home of David, 
and Solomon, of Jeremiah, and the prophets. Nehe- 
miah knew that if the glory of Jerusalem was to re- 
turn, it could only be when the citizens were once 
more loyal to the Lord. For this reason he set 
about to reéstablish the worship in the Temple, 
and sought to restore the law of the Lord to its 
rightful place. Nehemiah was a layman. He knew 
how to build walls and govern cities, but when it 
came to preaching and teaching he was not able to 
do what he wished done. But he was wise and 
knew that an expert was needed for this special 
service. He found in Ezra the very man he needed 
for the occasion. We do not know where Ezra had 
been during these exciting years. He may have 
been in Babylon, or he may have been in retire- 
ment during Nehemiah’s great work of rebuilding 
the walls. But when the people wanted the law 
read and interpreted they turned immediately to 
Ezra who had devoted his life to writing and study- 
ing the law of God. Ezra occupied a place like 
that which our ministers occupy. He was skilled in 
Bible study. He was a scholar and student. It 
may be that during these silent years, he was pre- 
paring himself for just this task. Time and pa- 
tience spent in preparation to teach and preach 
are not lost. The people gathered in the wide 
streets before the water gate and Ezra was brought 
to read and interpret the law of God as given unto 


Moses. 
A BIBLE CONFERENCE 
Neh.. 8:2, 3 


Picture to yourself that great crowd of people 
standing in the street. Men and women of all ages 
were there, and the book of the law lay open be- 
fore Ezra the scribe. We have heard of great 
Bible conferences where men and women gather in 
some quiet, grassy place, perhasps beside the lake 
shore, and listen to addresses on some part of the 
Bible. This then is the first Bible conference ever 
held. The people stood from dawn to midday lis- 
tening to the reading of the book. Ezra did not 
have the Bible as we have it, but he had the Books 
of Moses, especially Deuteronomy. Sometimes peo- 
ple complain about a church service when it is 
over an hour in length. This service lasted all 
morning, ‘‘from early morning until midday.’’ It 
was not because the preacher was unusually inter- 
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esting but because the people were interested. 
Those were days when books were scarce and pos- 
sibly the only copy of the Scriptures in the city 
was the copy Hzra held in his hands. As he read, 
the words would sound new and strange to his 
hearers, and they would rejoice in the knowledge 
that God had spoken to them, though they would 
mourn because of the many laws they had broken. 
What a wonderful book the Bible is! If that was 
a great Bible conference, what would Ezra think of 
the thirty million Sunday-school scholars all over 
the world, who week by week, study those same 
Seriptures. ‘‘Although Sir Walter Scott, one of 
the greatest writers 
of all time, was 
surrounded by a li- 
brary of forty 
thousand books, on 
his dying bed he 
said to Lockhart, 
his son-inlaw, 
‘Bring me _ the 
book.’ When asked 
what book he re- 
ferred to, he re- 
pled, ‘There is 
only one book,’ re- 
ferring to the 
Bible.’’ 


THE FIRST 
PULPIT 
Neh. 8: 4-6 

If these men and 

women made up the 
first Bible confer- 
ence, it is interest- 


ing to note that 
Ezra spoke from 
the first pulpit. 


‘‘Kzra the scribe 
stood upon a pulpit 
of wood, which 
they had made for 
the purpose.’’? Six 
men stood on his 
right hand and 
seven on his left, - 
and Ezra stood on this high pulpit of wood out in 
the open street, and opened the book. ‘‘And Ezra 
opened the book in the sight of all the people (for 
he was above all the people); and when he opened 
it, all the people stood up. And Ezra blessed Je- 
hovah, the great God; and all the people answered, 
Amen, Amen, with the lifting up of their hands: 
and they bowed their heads, and worshipped Je- 
hovah with their faces to the ground.’’ 

That was a red-letter day in the history of re- 
ligion. It marks the time when preaching and 
Bible study took their place in the worship of al- 
mighty God. Hitherto, there had been sacrifices 
and long ritual prayers, and formal processions, 
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but now Ezra appealed to their intellect and taught 
them the words of God and interpreted to them 


their meaning. The Protestant Church is a preach-— 


ing Church and a teaching Church. It does not 
give the Bible to the people in a foreign language, 
but translates it and interprets it to people of all 
languages and races. 

To-day the Bible is translated into 725 different 
languages and dialects. The British and Foreign 


Bible Society reports that: ‘‘No fewer than 111 of 
these have been added during the last dozen years 
—which is at the rate of one new language in less 
than every six weeks. 


The tide of conquest may 
ebb and flow at the 
battle-front, but 
the gospel still 
moves on steadily 
subduing huran 
speech to itself. 
Since the Great 
War broke out in 
August, 1914, our 
Society has issued 
versions in twenty- 
nine fresh _ lan- 
guages and dialects 
which it had never 
published before.’’ 
It is a very inter- 
esting picture these 
verses present. 
Sometime a great 
painter will paint 
it. Then we will 
see Ezra in his pul- 
pit and the leaders 
of the people on 
each side of him, 
and all the people 
listening reverently 
to the Word of 
God, lifting up 
their hands and 
bowing their heads 
and saying, 
‘¢Amen, Amen.’’ 
Ezra takes _ his 
place with Luther 
and Paul and Savonarola and the great preachers 
of the world. 


A GREAT BIBLE SCHOOL 
Neh. 8:7, 8 


Ezra and Nehemiah were not content merely to 
have the Bible read. They wanted the Bible to be 
understood. It does little good to read the Bible 
to people who do not understand what it says. 
There were too many people to hear clearly and 
to be taught. A class must be small if good teach- 
ing is to be done. This is why we have small 
classes and many teachers in our Bible schools. 
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After Ezra had read the lesson, and it took all 
morning to read it, the people were divided into 
groups and classes and special teachers were ap- 
pointed to teach and instruct them. Their names 
are given. They are such strange names. The 
men probably never thought that their names would 
be remembered. Teaching is such humble work, 
and yet years after we are glad to remember those 
who taught us and helped us to understand life. 
These obscure men ‘‘caused the people to under- 
stand the law: and the people stood in their place. 
And they read in the book, in the law of God, dis- 
tinctly; and they gave the sense, so that they un- 
derstood the reading.’’ 

Speaking to a Sunday-school convention before 
he became President, Woodrow Wilson said: ‘‘ The 
beauty about the Bible is that it is the most whole- 
some, the most perfectly symmetrical, the least 
morbid picture of life and motives of men in the 
world, Almost every other book has a little streak 
of morbidness in it, but this book is wholesome and 
sweet and natural and naive from cover to cover. 
Here are no dull moralizings; here is the life of 
men set forth as it was simply lived from gener- 
ation to generation.’? In the’ same address, he 
said: ‘‘I am sorry for the men who do not read 
the Bible every day. I wonder why they deprive 
themselves of the strength and of the pleasure.’’ 


THE JOY OF THE LORD 
Neh. 8: 9, 10 


When the people heard the words of the law of 
God, they wept. They had perhaps never heard 
nor understood them before. They had disobeyed 
and broken the law of God, and the punishment 
promised in the law was their due. This was very 
natural. When Isaiah in the Temple saw God and 
heard the voices of the seraphim erying one to an- 
other, he cried out, ‘‘ Woe is me! for I am undone ; 
because I am a man of unclean lips, and J dwell 
in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine 
eyes have seen the King, Jehovah of hosts.’’? When 
John in the book of The Revelation saw theo glori- 
fied Christ and heard his words he fell at his feet 
as one dead. When these Jews, rescued from cap- 
tivity, and now worshiping in the security of the 
holy city, heard the law and the promises of God, 
they wept. But it was not a time nor an occasion 
for tears. It was a time for rejoicing and happi- 
ness. God had been good to them. Their city had 
been built, and God was their God forever. There- 
fore, Nehemiah and Ezra, standing forth among 
the people said, ‘‘This day is holy unto Jehovah 
your God; mourn not, nor weep.’’ True religion 
does not express itself in tears but in joy. ‘‘Go 
your way,’’ said Nehemiah and Ezra, ‘‘eat the fat, 
and drink the sweet, and send portions unto him 


for whom nothing is prepared; for this day is holy 


unto our Lord: neither be ye grieved; for the joy 
of Jehovah is your strength.’’? This is a wonder- 
ful lesson for us to learn, Religion brings glad- 
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ness, not gloom. To serve God is not to live a sad 
and sullen life, but to live in the sunlight of his 
love. A Christian ought to be the happiest man 
living. The Bible is the happiest, the gladdest, the 
most cheerful Book in the world. It begins and 
ends in song. The Psalms are in the very heart of 
the Book, and the refrain of the Psalms is this: 


‘‘Make a joyful noise unto Jehovah, all ye lands. 
Serve Jehovah with gladness ; 
Come before his presence with singing.”’ 


A GREAT REVIVAL 
Neh. 8: 11, 12 


It was hard to hold the people back from their 
weeping, but in and out among them the Levites 
went, saying to them, ‘‘ Hold your peace, for the 
day is holy; neither be ye grieved.’’ We need 
more joy in our Sunday schools. We need more 
gladness in our churches. We need to rejoice and 
be glad in the Lord. ‘‘If God is for us, who is 
against us?’’? The joy of that day was like the 
joy of a Christmas Day, and like that joy it’. ex- 
pressed itself in doing good, in giving gifts, in 
spreading happiness. ‘‘ All the people went their 
way to eat, and to drink, and to send portions, and 
to make great mirth, because they had understood 
the words that were declared unto them.’’ It was 
a joy which depended upon the happiness of others. 
It was not selfish, but rejoiced in service. A great 
preacher has said that all the simple things of na- 
ture are joyous, ‘‘flowers and fruits, woods and 
streams, the meadows and the breezes, the song of 
birds, the movements of animals, the irrepressible 
mirth of children. All the strong things of nature 
are magnificently joyous. The sun goeth forth ‘as 
a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and re- 
joiceth as a strong man to run his course.’ The 
sea with its mighty rush and roll, the tempest in 
its restless sweep, have the major tone of rejoicing 
in their roar. The jubilance and triumph of na- 
ture are seen in her complex operations. We re- 
joice in the thunderstorm when we have learned by 
how sweet an air, how clear a sky, it will be fol- 
lowed.’’ God made the world to sing and to re- 
joice, and we his children, knowing his will, and 
seeking to do it, should rejoice in God our Saviour. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Why did the people seek after Ezra? 

2, What Book did he read and interpret? 

3. Who helped him to interpret the Book? 

4. What was the effect of the reading of the 
law? 

5. Why did Ezra and Nehemiah forbid weeping? 

6. How does religious joy express itself? 


The Intermediate Catechism 
Q. 50. What are the governing bodies of the 
Presbyterian Church? 
A. The governing bodies of the Presbyterian 
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Church are the session, the presbytery, the synod, 
and the General Assembly. 

Q. 51. What is the session of a church? 

A. ‘The session consists of the pastor and the 
ruling elders of that church. 

Q. 52. What is the duty of the session? 

A. The duty of the session is to receive and dis- 
miss members, to watch over and promote their 
spiritual welfare, and, in general, to direct the 
whole work of a church. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 
1. Why did Nehemiah cause the reople to hear 
the law of God? 
2. Describe the first pulpit. 
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3. Why did the leaders interpret the law to the 
people? 

4. Why did the people weep when they heard 
the law of God? 

5. Why is joy a Christian duty? 

6. What value has Bible study for us? 


The Shorter Catechism 

Q. 94. What is baptism? 

A. Baptism is a sacrament, wherein the washing 
with water, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, doth signify and seal 
our engrafting into Christ, and partaking of the 
benefits of the covenant of grace, and our engage- 
ment to be the Lord’s. 


Lesson XII—-THE MESSAGE OF MALACHI 


THE GOLDEN TEXT—“Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith Jehovah of hosts.” 
—Mal. 3: 7. 


TEXT OF LESSON, Mal. 3:7-18 


For entire lesson, see Mal. 3:1 to 4:2 


COMMON VERSION 
7 § Even from the days of your fathers ye are 


gone away from mine ordinances, and have not’ 


kept them. Return unto me, and I will return unto 
you, saith the Lorp of hosts. But ye said, Wherein 
shall we return? 

& { Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed 
me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? 
In tithes and offerings. 

9 Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed 
me, even this whole nation. 

10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, 
that there may be meat in mine house, and prove 
me now herewith, saith the Lorp of hosts, if I will 
not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you 
out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough 
to receive tt. 

11 And I will rebuke the devourer for your 
sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your 
ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit be- 
fore the time in the field, saith the Lorp of hosts. 

12 And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye 
shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lorp of hosts. 

13 § Your words. have been stout against me, 
saith the Lorp. Yet ye say, What have we spoken 
so much against thee? 

14 Ye have said, It is vain to serve God: and 
what profit is it that we have kept his ordinance, 
and that we have walked mournfully before the 
Lorp of hosts? 

15 And now we call the proud happy; yea, they 
that work wickedness are set up; yea, they that 
tempt God are even delivered. 

16 { Then they that feared the Lorp spake often 
one to another: and the Lorp hearkened, and heard 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 


7 From the days of your fathers ye have turned 
aside from mine ordinances, and have not kept 
them. Return unto me, and I will return unto you, 
saith Jehovah of hosts. But ye say, Wherein shall 
we return? 8 Will a man rob God? yet ye rob me. 
But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In 
tithes and offerings. 9 Ye are cursed with the 
curse; for ye rob me, even this whole nation. 10 
Bring ye the whole tithe into the store-house, that 
there may be food in my house, and prove me now 
herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if I will not open 
you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a 
blessing, that there shall not be room enough to 
receive it. 11 And I will rebuke the devourer for 
your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of 
your ground; neither shall your vine east its fruit 
before the time in the field, saith Jehovah of hosts. 
12 And all nations shall call you happy; for ye 
shall be a delightsome land, saith Jehovah of hosts. 

13 Your words have been stout against me, saith 
Jehovah. Yet ye say, What have we spoken against 
thee? 14 Ye have said, It is vain to serve God; 
and what profit is it that we have kept his charge, 
and that we have walked mournfully before Jeho- 
vah of hosts? 15 and now we call the proud 
happy; yea, they that work wickedness are built 
up; yea, they tempt God, and escape. ) 

16 Then they that feared Jehovah spake on 
with another; and Jehovah hearkened, and heard, 
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it, and a book of remembrance was written before 
him for them that feared the Lorp, and that 
thought upon his name. 

17 And they shall be mine, saith the Lorp of 
hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and 
IT will spare them, as a man spareth his own son 
that serveth hin. 

18 Then shall ye return, and discern between 
the righteous and the wicked, between him that 
serveth God and him that serveth him not. 


The Time—+420 B.c. 
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was written before 
Jehovah, and that 


and a book of remembrance 
him, for them that feared 
thought upon his name. 17 And they shall be 
mine, saith Jehovah of hosts, even mine own pos- 
session, in the day that I make; and I will spare 
them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth 
him, 18 Then shall ye return and discern between 
the righteous and the wicked, between him that 
serveth God and him that serveth him not. 


The Place—Jerusalem. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE 


Monday, September 1l..........-++-eeeeee 
Tuesday, September 12..........++ee+e seers 
Wednesday, September 13 
Thursday, September 14 
Friday, September 15 
Saturday, September 16 
Sunday, September 17 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 


8. Ye rob me. This suggests that the stealing 
was still going on. Tithes and offerings. See 
Deut. 26:12. A tenth of all produce and of all 
flocks and herds belonged to God. 

9. The curse. See Deut. 28: 16-20; Mal. 2: 2. 
Definite punishment followed definite sin, 

10. The store-house. The great chamber sur- 
rounding the Temple on three sides, three stories 
high, divided into rooms for officials and into com- 
partments for the storage of the Temple offerings. 
Not be room enough. The storehouse would be 
full to overflowiug as was the case in the great 
days of Hezekiah. II Chron. 31: 10. 

11. The devourer. Any insect, especially the 
locust that would destroy the grain or the fruit. 

16. Book of remembrance. In Persia a royal 
book was kept in which the names of persons to be 
rewarded were written. 
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THE PROPHET MALACHI 


The word ‘‘Malachi’’ means ‘‘my messenger.’’ 
In the first verse of ch. 3 we read, ‘‘ Behold, 
TI send my messenger.’’ We know nothing about 
Malachi and for this reason it has been sug- 
gested that the name is not a proper name at all 
but merely describes a man who was God’s messen- 
ger. The prophet, whoever he was, understood and 
knew well the conditions existing in Jerusalem. 
The book contains the last writing of the Old Tes- 
tament and is doubly interesting for that reason. 
It reveals the fact that the people were still re- 
bellious and unwilling to consecrate themselves 
wholly to God. It also presents to us the loving- 
kindness and patience of Jehovah. ‘‘For I, Jeho- 
vah, change not; therefore ye, O sons of J acob, are 
not consumed.’’ Because he changes not, his prom- 
ises of grace endure in spite of the people’s treach- 
ery and rebellion. The Exile was over. Jerusalem 


The Wicked Punished 


TITLE REFERENCE 
Taraer ee Sie et ree Oe eka st aso ap Oa ds Mal. 3: 1-9. 
God 6. Promises G.2e When SUE KOI tae Mal. 3: 10-18. 
God’s Judgment and Blessing..........-.-: Mal., ch. 4. 
The Righteous and the Wicked Contrasted.. Psalm 1 


Matt. 25 : 41-46. 
Pao2 1-7: 
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had been rebuilt. Judah was under Persian rule 
but the priesthood had become careless and the 
people were selfish and worldly, keeping back their 
offerings to the Temple and holding intercourse 
with their heathen neighbors. While Nehemiah and 
Ezra were legislating, Malachi was preaching and 
prophesying. 


THE PEOPLE IN JERUSALEM 

The people to whom Malachi spoke were di- 
vided into two classes. First of all there was a 
group of persons who were truly sincere and rever- 
ent but who were beginning to lose heart because 
of the continued wickedness of the people and the 
apparently delayed goodness of God. They were 
beginning to doubt and to question God’s goodness. 
The book opens with tender and beautiful words. 
They are like words on the lips of Jesus. ‘<1 have 
loved you, saith Jehovah.’’ Again in the closing 
words of our lesson God’s love is revealed. ‘‘ Then 
they that feared Jehovah spake one with another ; 
and Jehovah hearkened, and heard, and a book of 
remembrance was written before him, for them that 
feared Jehovah, and that thought upon his name.’’ 
The second class of people was made up of those 
who were religious in name and worldly at heart. 
To this class belonged both priests and_ people. 
The people had dealt treacherously with God and 
the priests had offered blemished sacrifices to the 
Almighty. They were charged with offering to 
God in sacrifice blind and sick animals. They had 
married heathen women and had divorced their 
own wives. To all such the prophet said, ‘‘I hate 
putting away, saith Jehovah, the God of Israel, and 
him that covereth his garment with violence, saith 
Jehovah of hosts: therefore take heed to your 
spirit, that ye deal not treacherously.’’ To all who 
had defied God and to those who doubted his good- 
ness Malachi declared that a day of judgment was 
at hand. He himself was God’s messenger declar- 
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ing the coming of that day of judgment. It would 
be a day of terror and of wrath. ‘‘ But who can 
abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand 
when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner’s fire, 
and like fullers’ soap: and he will sit as a refiner 
and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons 
of Levi, and refine them as gold and silver; and 
they shall offer unto Jehovah offerings in right- 
eousness.’’ How patient God is! His love never 
fails. 


A BAD RECORD 


The verses preceding the lesson printed in the 
Quarterly contain a terrible picture of offenses 
against God. It is an awful list of sins which the 
prophet sums up in a few lines. Malachi told his 
hearers that God would come in judgment and that 
he himself would be ‘‘a swift witness against the 


sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against | 


the false swearers, and against those that oppress 
the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the 
fatherless, and that turn aside the sojourner from 
his right, and fear not me, saith Jehovah of hosts.’’ 
There seems to be nothing left out of that cata- 
logue of evil. Not only did the prophet charge 
them with doing wrong, but he also charged them 
with belonging to a people whose whole history had 
shown rebellion against God. ‘‘Even from the 
days of your fathers ye have turned aside from 
mine ordinances, and have not kept them.’’ If 
you take time to think through the history of the 
Old Testament, you will see that that is a true 
statement. We remember Cain and Abel, the Flood, 
the tower of Babel, Joseph and his brothers, the 
children of Israel in the wilderness, the downfall 
of Saul and Solomon, the sin of David, the idolatry 
of Israel, the overthrow of Judah, and the long 
Exile in Babylon, It was to be expected that there 
would be a change after the people returned to the 
holy city and were given another opportunity to be 
true to God. They began weil but soon became in- 
different and rebellious again. Let us keep in mind 
that it takes constant prayer and watching to keep 
from slipping into sin. We need to watch and 
pray lest we fall into temptation. If we neglect 
our religious life we shall lose it. Henry Drum- 
mond says: ‘‘A garden is planted, let us say, with 
strawberries and roses, and for a number of years 
is left alone. In process of time it will run to 
waste. But this does not mean fhat the plants 
will really waste away, but that they will change 
into something else, and, as it invariably appears, 
into something worse; in the one case, namely, into 
the small, wild strawberry of the woods, and in the 
other into the primitive dog-rose of the hedges.’’ 


GOD’S GRACIOUS INVITATION 
Mal.. 3: 7 
God is gracious and full of compassion. He will 
abundantly pardon. He cannot, however, bless us 
unless we are willing to leave our sin and turn to 
him. He comes near to the people and invites them 
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to return to him. ‘‘Return unto me, and I will 
return unto you.’’ God cannot abide where sin 
and evil are. He tells the people to put away 
their wrongdoing and then he will come to them 
in blessing. They answer him as they had be- 
fore. Ch. 1:7; 2:14, 17. ‘‘ Wherein shall we 
return?’’ They were ignorant of their wrong- 
doing. They thought that they were saints and 
wondered why God called them sinners. The same 
thing happened in the great parable of Judgment 
told by Jesus in the twenty-fifth chapter of Mat- 
thew. Those who were charged with guilt and 
neglect said, ‘‘ Lord, when saw we thee hungry, or 
athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in 
prison, and did not minister unto thee?’’ Those 
who are most sensitive to sin are most conscious of 
their faults. Those who are careless and se.fish 
think only of their own virtues. To be conscious 
of no wrong is the worst of all sin. ‘‘If we say 
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us.’? 


“WILL A MAN ROB GOD?” 
Mal. 3: 8, 9 


In answer to the people’s thoughtless question, 
‘‘ Wherein shall we return?’’ the answer is given, 
short, swift, and definite. ‘‘ Will a man rob God??? 
That was a startling question. It was a sin to 
rob one’s fellow man. The Eighth Commandment 
said plainly, ‘‘Thou shalt not steal.’’ Could it be 
that people could fall so low as to steal even from 
God? The prophet did not wait for them to re- 
ply. ‘‘Yet,’’ he said, ‘‘ye have robbed God.’’ 
The people did not understand and they said, 
‘“ Wherein have we robbed God?’’ They were ig- 
norant and careless. They did not know. Then 
the charge was made clear and definite to the 
question, ‘‘ Wherein have we robbed God?’’ The 
answer was, ‘‘In tithes and. offerings. Ye are 
cursed with the curse; for ye rob God, even this 
whole nation.’? Under the law of God, by which 
the Jews lived and prospered, a tithe or tenth of 
all the produce, the flocks, and the herds, belonged 
to God. This was the tax levied for the support 
of the Temple. This tax the people had withheld. 
They had kept ten. tenths for themselves and 
brought dishonor upon themselves for their treach- 
ery, and failure, instead of prosperity, was their 
judgment. 

We, too, are under obligation to give to God. 
If we do not live under the Jewish law of the 
tithe, we live under a greater obligation to give 
as God has prospered us. The rule laid down in 
the New Testament is, ‘‘Upon the first day of the 
week let each one of you lay by him in store, as 
he may prosper.’’. This New Testament rule con- 
tains three principles for our guidance. First, the 
principle of habit or system) We are to give ‘‘upon 
the first day of the week.’’ Every Sunday is a 
day of judgment. Every week we are to settle 
accounts with God.- If we have no system we will 
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have no regular habit of giving. Second, the prin- 
ciple of responsibility, ‘‘let each one of you.’’ No 
exception is made. Rich and poor, young and old, 
are all under obligation to God. Third, the prin- 
ciple of proportionate giving. The words are ‘fas 
he may prosper.’’ Perhaps we can give a tenth. 
Some can give more, some may not be able to give 
one tenth. Let us however keep an account with 
ourselves and not rob God of what is his. 


THE BLESSING OF GIVING 
Mal. 3: 10-12 


The prophet pictured the blessing of God that 
rests upon people who give God the whole tithe. 
Instead of famine there will be plenty. ‘‘ Bring 
ye the whole tithe into the store-house, that there 
may be food in my house, and prove me now here- 
with, saith Jehovah of hosts, if I will not open 
you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a 
blessing, that there shall not be room enough to re- 
eeive it.’’ Instead of locusts and the plague there 
will be fruit in abundance. ‘‘And I will rebuke 
the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not de- 
stroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your 
vine cast its fruit before the time in the field, 
saith Jehovah of hosts.’’ Instead of the land’s be- 
ing desolate and uninhabited, the land will become 
rich and beautiful. ‘‘And all nations shall call 
you happy; for ye shall be a delightsome land, 
saith Jehovah of hosts.’’ These are not imaginary 
blessings. They are real. People who have been 
in the habit of regularly giving to God their tithe 
or their proportion of income, can testify to the 
blessings that come from sharing in the work of 
the Kingdom. Writing to his son, William E. Glad- 
stone said: ‘‘In regard to money, there is a great 
advantage in its methodical use. Especially is it 
wise to dedicate a certain portion of our means to 
purposes of charity and religion, and this is more 
easily begun in youth than in after life. The 
greatest advantage of making a little fund of this 
kind is, that when we are asked to give, competi- 
tion is not between self on the one hand and any 
charity on the other, but between the different pur- 
poses of religion and charity with one another, 
among which we ought. to make the most careful 
choice. It is desirable that the tenth of our means 
be dedicated to God, and it tends to bring a bless- 
ing on the rest. No one can tell the richness of the 
blessings that come to those who thus honor the 
Lord with their substance.’’ 

On the tomb of a great man, these words were 
inscribed: 

‘‘What I saved, I lost; 
What I spent, I had; 
~ What I gave, I have.’’ 


DOES IT PAY TO BE GOOD? 
Mal. 3: 13-15 


The second charge in the lesson which God brings 
against his people is that they have spoken against 
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him. They have complained that it did not pay 
to serve God. They had tried to serve God and 
found that others who did not serve him prospered 
better than they did. ‘‘ Ye have said, It is vain to 
serve God; and what profit is it that we have kept 
his charge, and that we have walked mournfully 
before Jehovah of hosts?’’ The proud and not the 
humble are happy. The wicked and not the good 
are prosperous. The righteous are punished and 
those that rebel escape. That is the charge they 
made against God and the lesson gives us only a 
suggested answer. It is a charge that is often 
made. Good men are often poor. Bad men are 
often rich and prosperous. These Jews had found 
life hard. They had returned to Jerusalem and 
found drought and famine and poverty. What 
answer can we make? Well, we can say this, that 
God does not pay goodness with gold. The re- 
wards God offers are not brick and mortar, and 
bonds and farms. He promises peace and joy and 
fellowship with God himself. Think of Jesus. 
What was his reward? He had only a cross for 


a pillow. But would you dare to say that Jesus 
was disappointed? Virtue is its own reward. 
Goodness is better than gold. To be honest in or- 


der to be prosperous is doubtful honesty. The 
words of Job are best, ‘‘Though he slay me, yet 
will I trust in him.’’ (A. V.) On the other hand 
we must object to the statement that the wicked 
prosper and the righteous fail. We find that is not 
true when we take a long look at history. It is 
still true, however, that godliness with contentment 
is itself great gain. 


THE LORD’S JEWELS 
Mal. 3: 16-18 


Not all the people however were rebellious 
and estranged from God. There were a chosen 
few who were loyal. The old reading calls them 
‘“jewels’’? and in the Revised Version they are 
called his ‘‘own possession.’’ They are his spe- 
cial care and were faithful to one another and to 
God. ‘‘They that feared Jehovah spake one with. 
another; and Jehovah hearkened, and heard, and 
a book of remembrance was written before him, 
for them that feared Jehovah, and that thought 
upon his name.’’ In the days of Elijah God had 
seven thousand who had not bowed the knee to 
Baal. In the days of Israel there was a faithful 
‘¢remnant’’? who remained true, and now as the 
Old Testament was about to close, God had his 
‘“jewels,’’ his peculiar treasure, who remained true 
and who earried the light of truth forward and 
kept it burning until Christ, the true Light, came. 
The names of these faithful were kept in a book 
of remembrance and their reward was sure. Their 
joy was in God and they found their fellowship 
with one another. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 
1; Who was Malachi and where did he live? 
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By permission of Dr. J. P. Lichtenberger 


JERUSALEM : 


2. What was the condition of the people when 
he prophesied? 
. What charges did he bring against the priests? 
. What is meant by robbing God? 
5. What is our duty in regard to giving to God? 
6. How does God reward goodness? 


He CO 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 53. What is the duty of deacons? 

A. The duty of deacons is to care for the poor 
and to distribute the offerings made for them. 

Q. 54. What is the duty of trustees? 

A. The duty of trustees is to control and care 
for the property of a church, under the laws of the 
State and the Church, and to manage its material 
interests so as to promote its spiritual welfare. 

Q. 55. By whom are officers in a Presbyterian 
church chosen? 

A. Officers in a Presbyterian church are chosen 
by the people. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Why did the prophet Malachi foretell the 
coming of judgment? 

2. Of what sins were the people guilty? 

3. What was the law of God in regard to tithes 
and offerings? 

4, What is the Christian law regarding our use 
of money? 

5. What is the relation of goodness to success 
in life? 

6. What blessings belong to those who are loyal 
to God? 

The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 95. To whom is baptism to be administered? 

A. Baptism is not to be administered to any that 
are out of the visible Church, till they profess their 
faith in Christ, and obedience to him; but the in- 
fants of such as are members of the visible Church, 
are to be baptized. 


Lesson XIII—REVIEW—THE EXILE AND THE 
RESTORATION 


THE GOLDEN TEXT—“Jehovah hath done great things for us, 
Whereof we are glad.” 


—Ps. 126: 3. 


DEVOTIONAL READING, Ps. 66: 1-5, 16-20 
DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, September 18..............-06. Hzékielthe (Watchman ike .4.05 cea odes Ezek. 3: 16-21. 
Tuesday; Septemben 19) aco ea Daniel ‘the ‘Courageous’a.\ dsldens 1b8 ban Bes Dan. 6: 4-10. 
Wednesday, September 20...... a ee Esther the Noblehearted.................: Esth. 4:10 to 5:3. 
Thursday, September 21..........0...... Bara the’ Sertbe s,s: ae onl es ben Ezra 7 : 6-10. 
Friday, Beptembenr: 026 pede. 24 ell vas sl Nehemiah’ the’ Butlder..c7 2. oe oh Ge Neh. 4: 7-20. 
Saturday, September:23). A The. Law of the; bord 2G oi oer es Ps. 19: 7-14. 
Sunday, September 24....,......eeeeees The Goodness of God.........-+. ci da eblide «BAe: OO Sa Eaewcon 
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- with the New ‘lestatment. 


Lesson XIII Review—The Exile 


The lessons of the quarter bring us to the close 
of the Old Testament. Next Sunday we will begin 
Between the Old Testa- 
ment and the New Testament there is a long period 
of silence. The last word we hear in the Old Testa- 
ment is the word ‘‘sin.’’? The first word in the 
New Testament is ‘‘Thou shalt call his name JE- 
sus; for it is he that shall save his people from 
their sins.’’ 


A LESSON IN HISTORY 


We write the dates of this period B.c. It is the 
age of Herodotus and Pericles, of Socrates and 
Plato, of Xerxes and Ezra, Esther and Nehemiah. 
The destruction of Jerusalem took place 587 B.0. 
The Exile lasted to the beginning of the reign of 
- Cyrus, 539 B.c., when Babylon fell into the hands 
of Persia. In 515 the Temple was completed. In 
458 Ezra arrived in Jerusalem and in 445 Nehe- 
miah reached that city. During this eventful 
period the Persian kings controlled the destiny of 
the Jewish people, but God in whose hands are the 
lives of the kings, guided and directed them, These 
lessons teach us that all nations are under the 
guidance of God, and that his purpose is fulfilled 
even by nations that do not acknowledge him as 
their Lord. History is not a jumble of events. It 
is a series of events moving forward in the fulfill- 
ment of God’s will. It would be well if we could 
read modern history in the same way that we 
can read the history of the Hebrew people. 
For us, as for them, the lessons are the same. 


‘‘The tumult and the shouting dies; 
The captains and the kings depart; 
Still stands thine ancient sacrifice, 
An humble and a contrite heart: 
Lord God of hosts, be with us yet, 
Lest we forget—lest we forget.’’ 


A LESSON IN GEOGRAPHY 


Take a map of Asia and trace the lines 
of communication across which the stories 
of our lessons travel. We begin with Baby- 
lon on the Euphrates, the great capital of 
the Chaldean Empire. There Nebuchadnez- 
zar and Belshazzar reigned and ruled over 
the world. Then we travel eastward to 
‘‘Shushan the palace,’’ the capital of Per- 
sia, the palace or citadel of Darius and 
Artaxerxes, where Esther was queen and 
Nehemiah was cupbearer. Then we travel 
westward again over hundreds.of miles to 
Jerusalem. Over this route traveled the pil- 
grims of faith back to their fatherland, to 
Jerusalem. Over this 
long, difficult route 
went Ezra and Nehe- 
miah to the very 
shores of the Mediter- 
ranean. In 331 B.C. 
all this vast empire 


and the Restoration 
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fell from the hands of Persia into the hands of 
Alexander the Great, who by means of the Greek 
language and the unity of the civilized world pre- 
pared for the coming of Christ. 


THE PROPHET EZEKIEL 


History and geography are merely the materials 
with which men and women do their work. The 
first great character about whom we studied was 
Ezekiel. He had been carried off a captive to 
Babylon, but he never forgot his homeland. Under 
him the people were trained in their father’s faith. 
In answer to the excuses of the people who said 
that they suffered because of the sins of their 
fathers, Ezekiel taught that everyone suffers for 
his own sins. They had coined a proverb to the 
effect that because their fathers had eaten sour 
grapes therefore their children’s teeth were set on 
edge. Ezekiel said that that was not the reason 
for the Exile, for every man must bear his own 
iniquity, and the soul that sinned, it and not an- 
other, should die. Ezekiel taught men to believe 
in personal responsibility. Every one of us must 
give an account of himself to God. He was called 
a watchman on the house of Israel. He was a pas- 
tor as well as a prophet to his people. 


DANIEL THE HERO 

The character of Daniel stands out like a light- 
ning flash against a dark sky. Daniel was just 
a lad when he was taken from Jerusalem. He 
grew up in exile, and as far as we know, 
died in exile. He was a favorite in the 
court of Babylon. He refused, however, to 
conform to the customs of the people of 
Babylon. He refused their rich foods and 
their delicate wines. He refused to worship 
at their altars, and continued his: own early 
habits of prayer and worship. For his fidel- 
ity he suffered greatly. He was cast in the 
lions’ den, but God was true to Daniel and 
out of all his fears he was delivered. Daniel 
grew to be an old man, loyal always to God, 
and retaining his influence with the king 
because of his truth and trust in God. He 
is an example of a young man who suc- 
ceeded by refusing to conform to the stand- 
ards of the world. 


‘< Speak, history, who are the victors? 
Unroll thy long annals and say— 
Are they those whom this world called the 
victors, 
Who won the success of a day? 
The martyrs, or Nero? The Spartans, 
Who fell at Ther- 
mopyle’s tryst, 
Or the Persians and 


Xerxes? Has 
judges, or So- 
crates? 


Pilate, or Christ?’’ 


Lesson XIII 


EZRA THE SCRIBE 


We cannot think of Ezra and the lessons that 
deal with the rebuilding of the Temple without 
thinking also of Zerubbabel and of Cyrus. Of all 
the interesting persons in our lessons, perhaps the 
character of Cyrus is most interesting. How strange 
that he, a foreign king, a heathen, should be chosen 
by God to liberate the Jews from their tong Exile. 
But God’s control is not limited to Jews. God is 
the God of the whole earth. He is the God of 
China, of Japan, of India, even as he is the God 
of America. Ezra was a scribe, devoted to the 
study of the Scriptures. He taught the law of the 
Lord to the people, and restored the true worship 
of the Temple. In one of our lessons Ezra stood 
upon a pulpit of wood and read to the people out 
of the book of the law. We need students and 
scholars, as much as we need statesmen and busi- 
ness men. Ezra was able to interpret the will of 
God to the people, and people need to know the 
truth. Ideas and ideals rule the world. Preachers 
and prophets and poets make possible a_ better 


world. 
ESTHER THE QUEEN 


Our lessons would not be complete without the 
example of a brave.and good woman. The char- 
acter of Esther is one of the most interesting in 
the Bible. She is young, brave, pure in heart, and 
prayerful. She saved her people because 
she was willing to sacrifice herself. The 
name of God is not mentioned in the entire 
Book of Esther, but his Spirit is everywhere 
present. He guided the decision of Esther 
and gave her favor with the king, and in the 
end she was the deliverer of her nation. 
The world has had many brave and good 
women who have helped us do our duty. 
Ruskin says that most men who succeed do 
so because some good woman has stood beside 
them. We remember the high patriotism and 
faith of Nurse Edith Cavell. The night 
before she was shot by the Germans, she 
commended her soul to God and said: ‘‘I 
must have no bitterness in my heart toward 
anyone. Patriotism is not enough.’’ She 
meant that religion and faith in God were 
necessary to a true life. 


NEHEMIAH THE STATESMAN 


Nehemiah was a layman, a cupbearer in 
the palace of the Persian king. It was he 
who put heart into the workers and who or- 
ganized the work in such a way that soon 
the walls were rebuilt and the city safe. We 
need men like Nehe- 
miah. He was safe and 
secure in the Persian ae tos 
palace, but he cared so ; 
much for his brethren 
that he was willing to 
leave all this selfish 
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comfort behind and go out on his long journey to 
help those in need. He was a business man who be- 
lieved in prayer, in faith, in God. Recently Mr. 
Babson, a business man, talking to business men 
said: ‘‘Our troubles to-day are very largely due 
to the fact that we have been trying to run indus- 
try by the will of Congress instead of the will of 


God. The trouble with bankers to-day is that they- 


are looking too much to Dunn’s ratings and Brad- 
street’s ratings and too little to God’s ratings of 
men. ’? 


THE LAST OF THE PROPHETS 


We are always interested in the last page of a 
book, or the last game of the season, or the last 
word of a statesman. Malachi spoke the last word 
in the Old Testatment. What was that last word? 
We might choose many from his writings but let us 
choose this one. 
turn unto you.’’ Malachi gave the people God’s 
invitation, God invites. He waits. He will not 
close the book until he says, ‘‘ He that will, let him 
take the water of life freely.’’ We cannot build 
our lives, or our homes, or our nation, without God. 
Let us give him our best—our best in money, in 
The first thing the returned exiles 
did was to rebuild the Temple. Without worship 
there can be no security of life. Without worship 


there can be no security of property. In the center 


of our life let us place Jesus. This is the one 
lesson of the quarter. Patriotism and re- 
ligion go hand in hand. Did you ever notice 
that our national hymn begins with patriot- 
ism and ends with religion? It begins with 
‘“My country, ’tis of thee,’’ and ends with 
‘Our father’s God, to thee.’’ ; 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


_1. Between what years do the lessons of 
this quarter take place? 
2. In what countries do the events happen? 
3. Name the prophets in these lessons. 
4, What is meant by the Exile and: the 
Restoration? t | 
5. What character in the quarter’s lessons 
do you like best? 
6. What is the last message of the Old 
Testament ? 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 

1. What nations ruled the world during 

the events of the lessons of the quarter? 
2. What was the relation of Cyrus to the 

Jewish Exile? 

3. What was the message of Ezekiel? - 
4, Why would you 

call Daniel a hero? 


= ae 5. Can you name a 
re ‘aoae® . woman more to be ad- 
rove mired than Esther? — 


6. What did the Jews 
learn from the Exile? 


‘*Return unto me, and I will re- 
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ORDERS OF SERVICE FOR THIRD QUARTER, 1922’ 


OPENING SERVICE, No. 1 


OPENING SENTENCES.— (All standing) : 
Supr.—Oh come, let us sing unto Jehovah. 


ScHooL.—Let us make a joyful noise to the 
rock of our salvation. 


Pastor.—Oh come, let us worship and bow 
down. | 


ScHoout.—Let us kneel before Jehovah our 


Maker. 
Supt.—For he is our God. 
Boys.—And we are the people of his pasture. 
GirLts.—And the sheep of his hand. 


TEACHER.—To-day, oh that ye would hear his 
voice! 
Harden not your heart. 


OPENING Hymn.—‘‘Alleluia,’’ No. 109. ‘‘Come, 


Thou Almighty King.’’ 
PRAYER.—Closing with The Lord’s Prayer. 
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. 


Hymn.‘ Alleluia,’’ No. 264. ‘‘ Face to Face with 
Christ My Saviour.’’ 


MISSIONARY STORY-SERMON. 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON. 


THE GOLDEN TEexTs.—(Using texts of lessons 
studied during the quarter.) , 


GOSPEL SOLO. 
RECORDS AND OFFERING. 


_ Hymn.—‘‘ Alleluia, ’’ 
Foundation. ’’ 


THE LESSON PERIOD. 


OrcHEstTRA (Softly).—‘‘Alleluia,’’ No. 175, 


‘¢Haith of Our Fathers.’’ 
SECRETARY ’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


Hymn.—‘‘ Alleluia,’’ No. 140. ‘‘We’ve a Story to 
Tell to the Nations.’’ 


THE OLD TESTAMENT BENEDICTION. 


Supr.—Jehovah bless thee, and keep thee. 


Scuoot.—Jehovah make his face to shine upon 
thee, and be gracious unto thee. 


Pastor.—Jehovah lift up his countenance upon 
thee, and give thee peace. 


No. 184. ‘‘How Firm a 


OPENING SERVICE, No. 2 


Hymn.—‘‘ Alleluia,’’ No. 20. ‘‘ Angel Voices, Ever 
Singing.’’ 


Doors CLOSED. 


THE BEATITUDES.—(In unison.) 

Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be 
comforted. 

Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit 
the earth. 

Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst 
after righteousness: for they shall be filled. 

Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain 
merey. 

Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall 
see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be 
called the children of God. 

Blessed are they which are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the king- 
dom of heaven. 


DoorRS OPENED. 


HyMn.—‘‘ Alleluia,’’ No. 46. 
O’er the Tumult.’’ 


‘‘Jesus Calls Us, 


THE LESSON.—(Read responsively. ) 


Hymn.—(Unannouneed.) ‘‘Alleluia,’’ No. 108. 


‘¢Break Thou the Bread of Life.’’ 


RECENT MISSIONARY INFORMATION.—(Work previ- 
ously assigned to teachers and senior students. ) 


MISSIONARY PRAYER BY ONE OF THE TEACHERS. 
SpeciAL Music.—Instrumental or Voeal. 
RECORDS AND OFFERING. 

THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON. 


PraANO.—(One Verse of ‘‘ Alleluia,’’ No. 185. ‘‘My 
Jesus, I Love Thee.’’ 


SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REPORTS. 


Ciosinc Hymn.—‘‘ Alleluia,’’ No. 144. ‘*Lift Up 
Your Heads.’’ 


THE LorRD’S PRAYER. 


1 Extra copies of these Orders of Service, on heavy paper, may be ordered of the publishers at 50 cents a hundred. 


FIVE VOLUMES 


of dissimilar appeal 


A Chinese Romance 


The Bells of the Blue Pagoda 


By JEAN CARTER COCHRAN 
Author of ‘‘Nancy’s Mother,’’ ‘Foreign Magic,’’ ‘Old John,’’ and Other Storves. 


‘‘T think this is the best story of life in China that has been put out thus far. 
A million copies of it should be read by the young people of America. It is true 
to life—to every phase of life you touch. Nothing is overdrawn. All the charac- 
ters are true to what has happened in recent years; all the incidents are true to 
life.’’—Isaac TAyLoR HeEapLANp, Author of ‘‘Chinese Mother Goose Rhymes,”’ 
‘‘Chinese Boy and Girl,’’ ‘‘Court Life in Peking;’’ lecturer on China. 


Cloth, 282 pages 
An Appeal 


The Coming of the Slav 


By CHARLES E. EDWARDS, D.D. 

This book is an appeal for the evangelization of 
the Slav as the strategic movement towards the re- 
generation of the Continent of Europe. 

Containing a select bibliography concerning 
Slav nationalities. Eight illustrations. Map of 
Czechoslovakia. 


Cloth, 75 cents. Paper, 50 cents, postpaid 


A Guide Book 


The Children’s Division 
of the 


Little Sunday School 


A Companion Volume of the Westminster Graded 
Guide Books 

The purpose of this book is to aid those who 

work with children (from birth until they are 

twelve years of age) in the little or one-room Sun- 

day school. It will be found very helpful to those 
who have been confronted with this difficulty. 
Boards, 72 pages, 60 cents, postpaid 


$1.75, postpaid 


An Exposition 


The Gospel of Luke 


By CHARLES R. ERDMAN, D.D. 
Professor of Practical Theology, Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary 

“The Gospel of Luke is the most beautiful book 
in the world; at least, so it has been called, and 
those who know it best are not likely te dispute 
such praise.’’——-The Foreword of the Book. 

Cloth, 292 pages. $1.00, postpaid 


A Study Book 


A Study of the Little Child 
for Teachers of Beginners 


By MARY THEODORA WHITLEY 
‘Everyone interested in the study of the de- 
veloping life of children and youth should read 
this book to gain a clear view of the child as he is 
when he comes to us at the beginning of his Sun- 
day school experience, and to learn how his spirit- 
ual life may be nurtured by the atmosphere and 
influence with which it is our providence to sur- 
round him.’’—The Editor. 
Cloth, 106 pages. 60 cents, postpaid 
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